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My dear Corvretuns, | 
| guete X AM a Farmer, ſettled, Peng . warkery 
3 22 of fortunes, near the banks of the river 
375 1 | Delaware, in the province of Pennſyl- 
$1+=o] * N I received a liberal education, 

A — ave been engaged in the buſy 
esse ſcenes of life; but am now convinced, 
J that a man may be as nappy without buſtle, as with 
it. My farm is ſmall; my ſervants are few, and good; 
I havea little money at On I wiſh for no more; 
my employment in my own 3 is eaſy ; and with a 
contented n mind, undiſturbed by wordly hopes 
or fears, relating to myſelf, I am completing the num- 
n of 4 allotted to me by aide ee, 

Bae general maſter of my time, 1 ſpend 4 good 
deal of it in a 8 which I think the moſt valua- 
ble part of my ſmall eſtate 4 and being acquainted with 
two or three gentlemen of abilities and learning, who 
, honour me with their friendſhip, I have — 1 
believe, a greater knowledge in hiſtory, and the laws 
and conſtitution of my country, than. is generally at- 
tained by men of my claſs, many of them not being ſo 
fortunate as I have been in the ee of 
getting information. $52) | RES, en 
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„touch ſome wheel, » that will oF an cies 
| | [an than he could ny has ra. 


| 
5 


t. 2 * 
* 0H $5 © by 


+ a any an, 7s Pk 1 was . to 6 — 5 
Bberty. Enquiry and experience have ſince confirmed 
my reverence for the leſſons then given me, by con- 
vincing me. more fully of their truth and 'excellence. 
Benevolence towards mankind, excites wiſhes for their 
welfare, and ſuch wiſhes endear the means of fulfilling 
them. Theſe can be found in liberty only, and there- 
fore her ſacred cauſg ought to be eſpouſed by every 

man, on every occaſion, to the utmoſt of his power. 
As a charitable, but poor perſon does not withhold 
his mite, becauſe he cannot relieve all the diſtreſſes of 
the miſerable, ſo ſhould not any honeſt man ſuppreſs 

his ſentiments concerning freedom, however imall 
their influence is likely to be. Perhaps he “ ma 


2 


— 


8 rv being my eeutzments, Tam 8 to 
offer to you, my countrymen; my thoughts on ſome 
late tranſactions, that appear to me to be of the utmoſt 
importance to you. Conſcious of my on defects, I 


have waited ſome time, in expectation of ſeeing the 


ſubject treated by perſons much better qualified for 
the taſk; but being therein diſappointed, and appre- 
henfive that longer delays will be injurious, T venture 
at length to requeſt the attention ot the public, pray- 
ing, that theſe lines may be read with the ſame zeal for 


the happineſs of La America, Vith 2 N 
were wrot 2 | 1 


4 
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Wirn a ol deal of a 1 10 obſerved, chat 


Hirtle notice has been taken of an act of parliament, as 


injurious in its principle to the liberties of theſe colo- 


nies, as the Stamp-A#Z was: I mean a" Rt for” fuſe | 


Free, the . Nome of IR ww. 
| Far- 
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j Tun aſſembly of chat government complied with a 
former act ot parliament, requiring certain proviſions 
to be made for the — in America, in every parti- 


cular, I think, except t | 
vinegar. In my opinion they acted imprudently; 


as would have given ſatisfaction, as ſeveral colonies 
did: But my diſlike of their conduct in that inſtance, 
has not blinded” me fo much, that I cannot plainly 
perceive, that they have been puniſhed in a manner 
pernicious to American freedom, and juſtly alarming to 
US Olonies, zan of ** 4 FMT eee 4 5 $M: n ” 
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ae an order, that we ſhall furniſh a ſingle article for 


to ſupply thoſe troops with arms, - cloths, and every 
neceſſary; and to compel obedience to that order allo; 
in ſhort, to lay any burtbens they pleaſe upon us. 
What is this but Zaxing us at a certain ſum, and leaving 
more tolerable than the Sramp-A# 2 Would: that act 
have appeared more pleaſing to Americans, if being or- 
dered thereby to raiſe the E total of the taxes, the 
mighty privilege had been left to them, of ſaying 
ho much ſhould be paid for an inſtrument of writi 
on paper, and how much for another on parehment 
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Ax att of parliament, commanding us to do a'cet- 

' - tain thing, if it has any validity, is a far upon us for 
the expence that accrues in ele ons with it ; and 
for this reaſon, I believe, every colony on the conti- 
" | © nent; that choſe to give a mark of their reſpect for 
Great-Britain, in complying with the act relating to 


the troops, cautiouſly avoided the meacion of that act, 


leſt their conduct ſhould be attributed to its ſuppoled 
obligation. ] 7 
| A 2 2-357 $3. | THE 


e articles of falt, pepper and 


conſidering all circumſtances, in not complying ſo far 


Ir the Britiſd parliament has à legal authority to 


the troops here, and to compel obedience to bat or- 
der, they have the ſame right to iſſue an order for us 
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to us only the manner of raiſing it? How is this mode 
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Parliamentary 
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1 
. Taz matter bein thus ſtated, the aſſembly of New. 


- York either had, or had not, a right to refuſe ſubmiſ. 
ſion to that act. If they had, and I imagine no Ame. 
rican will ſay they had not, then the poetiamens ** 


no right to compel them to execute it, If they had not 
this rigbt, they had no right to puniſh. them for not 
executing it; and therefore 0 7ight to ſuſpend their 


legiſlation, which is a puniſhment. In fact, if the 


ple of New: Tork cannot be legally taxed but by 
— own repreſentatives, they cannot be legally de- 
prived of the privilege of legiſlation, only for inſiſting 
on that excluſive privilege of taxation, If they may 
be legally deprived in ſuch a caſe, of the privilege of - 
legiſlation, why may they not, with equal reaſon, be 


deprived of every other privilege ? Or why may not 


every colony be treated in the ſame manner, when any 


of them ſhall dare to deny their aſſent to any impoſi- 
tions, that ſhall be directed? Or what ſignifies. the 
repeal of the Stamp- Als, it theſe colonies are to loſe 
their other privileges, by not tamely ſurrendering that 


el unden 


Turk is one conſideration ariſing from this ſuf. 


penſion, which is not generally attended to, but ſhews 


its importance very clearly. It was not neceſſary that 


this ſuſpenſion ſhould be cauſed by an act of parlia- 


ment. The crown might have reſtrained the governor 


of New-York, even from calling the aſſembly together, 
by its prerogative in the royal governments. This 


ſep, I ſuppoſe, would have been taken, if the con- 


duct of the aſſembly of New-York had been regarded 
as an act of. diſobedience 1% the crown alone; but it is 


regarded as an act of “ diſobedience to the authority 
of the BRITIsn LTOIsLArukz.“ This gives the - 


ertion of the ſupreme authority of the 
re over theſe"colonies, in th point of 


f See the act of ſuſpenſion, jp Er 


8 ſuſpenſion a e vaſtly more affecting. It is a 


Britif legilla 


3 3 


„ V FFF ͤ V 
* 
* 


2, WES. 
ganation; and is intended to'-COMPEL New-York into a 


fſubmiſſion to that authority. It ſeems therefore 0 


me as much a violation of the liherties ot the people of 


that province, and conſequently of all theſe colonies, 


as if che parliament had ſent a number of regiments | 
to be quartered upon chem till they ſhould comply, 
For it is evident, that the ſuſpenſion. is meant a8 4 


compulſion; and the method of compelling is totally in- 


different. It is indeed probable, chat the ſight of ted 
coats, and the hearing of drums, would have been 
malt alarming, becauſe people are generally more in- 
flucnced by their eyes and ears, than by their reaſon. 
But whoever ſeriouſſy conſiders the matter, muſt per- 
ceive that a dreadful ſtroke is aimed at the liberty of 
theſe colonies, 1 ſay, ot theſe colonies; far the cauſe 
of one is the cauſe of all. If the. parliament may law- 
fully deprive Ne- Tork of any of ber rights, it may de- 
prive any, or all the other colonies of their rights; and 
nothing can poſſible ſo much encourage ſuch attempts, 
as a mutual inattention to the me A of each other. 


To divide, and thus to deſtroy, is the firſt political maxim 


in attaching thoſe, who are powerful by their union. 


He certainly is not a wiſe man, who folds his arms, 


and repoſes himſelf at home, viewing, with uncon- 


cern, the flames that have inyaded his neighbour's | 


houſe, without uſing any endeavours to extinguiſh 
them. When Mr. Hampden's ſhip money caule, for 


Three Sbillings and Four-pence, was tried, all the people 


of England, with anxious expectations, intereſted them- 
ſelves in the important deciſion; and when the {lighteſt 
point, touching the freedom of one colony, is agitated, 
I earneſtly wiſh, that all the reſt may, with equal ar- 
dour, ſupport their ſiſter. Very much may be ſaid on 


this ſubject; but J hope, more at preſent is unneceſſary. 


' Wren concern 1 have obſerved, that two aſſemblies 


of this province have far and adjourned, without taking 


« 
* — 2 


any notice of this act. It may perhaps be aſked, what 
© ad N would 


- 


1 6 : 


ould have been proper for them to do ? Tam by no 
means fond of inflammatory meaſures; I deteſt them. 
1 mould be ſorry that any thing ſhould be done, which 
might juſtly diſpleaſe our ſovereign, or our mother 
country: But a firm, modeſt exertion of a free oo 
ſhould never be wanting on public occaſions; + * 

pears to me, that it would have been ſufficient for 8 
aſſembly, to have ordered our agents to e o 
the King's miniſters, their ſenſe of the ſuſpendin 

and to pray for its repeal. Thus we ſhould have — 
our teſtimony agfinſtit; and might therefore reaſonably 
expect that, on a like occaſion, we might receive the 
Joe aſſiſtance From! he other colonies. che 
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"Small ings grow great * concord. 


> , . 0 of f King wma the Third s wading. 
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HE RE is another late act of p PE DAL 1 
appears to me to be — — and as de- 
ſtructive to the liberty of theſe colonies, as that men- 
tioned in my laſt letter; that ĩs, the act fot granting the 
duties on Paper, glaſs, Ge. 


' | by, Ales a oy 


Tas parlament onqutfianitity denn a Wal 10 
| Ps to regulate the trade of Gre at- Britain, and all 
her colonies. Such an authority is eſſential to the rela- 


tion between a mother country and her colonies; and 
neceſſary for the common good of all. He, who con- 
ſiders theſe provinces as ſtates diſtin& from the Britiſ 
Empire, has very ſlender notions of juſtice,” or of their 
intereſts. We are but parts of a whole; and therefore 
there muſt exiſt a power ſomewhere to. preſide, and 

reſerve the connection in due order. This power is 


odged in the parliament; and we are as much depend- 
ent on Great-Britain, as a perfectiy free popes can be 
on another, a 


I rave looked over every Patiite relating to theſe co- 
3 from their firſt ſettlement to this time; and 0 
find every one of them founded on this principle, till 
the Stamp Als Fee Po raly 9M are calcu- 


" . 8 lated. 


2 For the ſatisfaction of the readers recitals 4 = 5 ce 
parliament relating to theſe colonies are added. By comparing theſe 
with the modern acts, he will perceive their great difference in expreſſion 
and intention. 
The 12th Cha, 2 18, which forms the foundation of the laws 
relating to our trade, by enacting that certain productions of the colonies 
ſhould be carried to England only, and that no goods ſhall be imported 
from the plantations but in'ſhips belonging to Exgland, Ireland, Wales, 
. Berwick, or the Plantations, &c. begins thus: For the gncreaſe of ſhipping, 
and encouragement of the navigation of this nation, wherein, under the good 
providence and protection of GOD, * . lauen. and N of 
this enn is ſo much concerned, * 


44 3. 4 WP 
. 
F * 
. 


* 


\ 
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lated to regulate trade, and preſerve or promote a mu- 
tually beneficial intercourſe between the ſeyeral conſti- 
tuent parts of the empire; and though many of them 
impoſed duties on trade, yet thoſe duties were always 
impoſed with defign to reſtrain the commerce of one part, 
that was injurious to another, and thus to * oy 


+ The «5th Cha. II. Chap. 3, enforcing the ſame regulation, aſſigns 
Teaſons for it. 4 regard his Majeſty's e beyond the 
ſeas, are inhabited and peopled by his ſubjects of this his kingdom of 
England ; for the maiutaining a greater correſpondence and kindneſs between 
them, and keeping them in a firmer dependence upon it, and rendering 
them yet more beneficial and advantageous unto it, in the further emplay- 
ment ard increaſe of Engliſ fbipping and ſeamen, vent of Enghſh woollen, 
and other manufaftures and commodities, rendering the navigation to 
and from the ſame more ſaje and cheap, and making this kingdom a flaple, 
5 only of the commodnies of thoſe plantations, but alſo of the com- 
modities of other countries and places for the en of them ; and it 
daing 275 uſage of other nations to keep their plantations trade to them- 
ves, c. 1 f PR | 1 ; > | : 
The zgthCGbha..IT.:Chap. 7. made exprefly . for ate better ſecuring the 
2 which impoſes duties on certain commodities exported 
om one colony to another, mentions this cauſe tor 1mpoſing them: 
*© Whereas by one act, paſſed in the 12th year of your Majeſty's reign, 
intituled, An act for encouragement of ſhipping and navigation, and by ſeve- 
ral other laws, paſſed ſince that time, it is permitted to ſhiþ, c. ſugars, 
tobacco, Cc. of the growth, &c. of any of your Majeity's plantations 
in America; Gc. from the places of their growth, Cc. to any other of 
your Majeſty's plantations in thoſe parts, &c. and that wwitþout payi 
cuflom for the ſame, either at the lading or unlading the ſaid e 
by means whereof the trade and navigation in tdoſe commodities, from 
one plantation to another, is greatly .increaſed, and the inhabitants of 
divers of thoſe colonies, not cuntenting themſelves with being ſupplied with 
bo commodities for their own uſe, free from all eufloms (while the ſubjetts 
of this your kingdom of Fagland have, paid great cuſtoms and impoſitions 
for what of them hath been ſpent here) but, contrary to the expreſs letter 
of the aforeſaid laws, have brought into divers parts of Europe great quan- 
rities thereof, and do alſo vend great quantities thereof to the ſhipping 
of other nations, who bring them into divers parts of -Exrope, to the 
great hurt and diminution of your Majeſty's cuſtoms, and of the 
trade and navigation of this your kingdom; For THE PREVENTION 
THEREOF, &c. ry A 
The yth aud 8th WII. III. Chap. 22, intituled, . An act for preventing 
frauds, and regulating abuſes in the plantation trade,“ recites that, 
* notwithſtanding divers acts, Sc. great abuſes are daily committed to 
ibe prejuiice of the Engliſh navigation, ani the loſs of a great part ꝙ 'the 
«Plantation trade to this kingdom, oy the artifice and cunning ot ill diſpo- 
fed perſons; Fort REMEDY WHEREOF, c. And whereas in ſome of his 
Majeſty's Amenycan plantations, a doubt or miſeonſtruction has ariſen 
upon the before mentioned act, made in the 25th year of the nie of 
» N if ; 0 ng 


? 
* 


| King Charles ti. whereby tertain duties arè laid upon the coinmodities 


eh cee, The raiſing a revenue thereby. 
hus the King, by his judges 


7 


in his courts of juſtice, mpg. fines which all to- 
po f 


ther amount to a very conſiderable ſum, and contri- 
bute to the ſupport of government: But this is merely 
a conſequence ariſing from reftriftions, that only meant 
to keep peace, and prevent confuſion; and ſurely a 
man would argue very looſely, who ſhould conclude 
from hence, that the King has a right to levy money 


. 
P 
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therein enumerated (which by law may be tranſported from one plan- 
tation to another, for the ſupply of each others wants) a, / the ſame 
were; by the payment of thoſe duties in one plantation, diſcharged from 
giving ihe ſecurities intended by the aforeſaid acts, made in the tath, 
22d and 23d years of the reign of King Charles the II. and conſequently 
be at liberty to go to any foreign market in Europe, GW . 

The 6th Anne, Chap. 37, reciting the advancement of trade, and 
Encouragemient of ſhips of war, Cc. grants to the captors the property | 
of all prizes carried into America, ſubject to ſuch euſtonis and duties, ; 
it the ſame had been firſt imported into any” part of Great - Britain, and 
from' thence exported, &c. „ EP PROP A 7 oe8 
This wat a git to perſons acting under conmiſſions from the crown, and 
N it was reaſonable that the terms preſeribed in that gift, ſmoulti 

complied with- more eſpecially as the payment of ſuch duties was 
intended to give a preference to the productions of Britih colonies, over 
thoſe of other colonies. However being found inconvenient to the co- 
lonies, about four years afterwards, this act was, for that reaſon, ſo far 
repealed, that by another act ** all prize goods, imported into any part 
of Great-Britain, from any of the plantations, were made liable to fuch 
duties only in Great-Britain, as in caſe they had been of the growth and 
produce of the plantation«s L 5 n 

The 6th Geo. II. Chap. 23, which impoſes duties on foreign rum, 
ſugar and melaſſes, imported into the colonies, ſhews the reaſons thus 
« Whereas the welfare and proſperity of your Majeſty's ſugar colonies 
in America, are of the greateſt conſequence and importance to the trade, 
re and frength of this kingdom; and whereas the planters of the 
faid ſugar coldnivs; havs of late years fallen into ſuch great diſcouragements, 
that they, are unable to improve or carry on the ſugar trade, wpor an 
equal footing with the foreign f ugar colonies, without ſomes advantage and 

ef be given to them from Great-Britain: Fox REMEDY WHERBOP, 
AND FOR THE GOOD AND' WELFARE OF YOUR MAJESTY'S SUBJECTS,” 


' The 29th Geo. II. Chap. 46, and the iſt, Ges. III. Chap. 9, which 
continue the th Geo. II. Chap. 13, declare, that the Taid act hath, b 
experience, been found »/zful and beneficial, Sc. Theſe are all the 1no! 
conſiderable ſtatutes relating to the commerce of the colonies ; and it is 
thought to be utterly unneceſfary to add any obſervations to theſe extracts, 
to prove that they were all intended ſolely as regulations of trade. | 


2 1 * 
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in generdl upon his fabjeds, Never did the Bririh 
packament, 1} the period above mentioned, think of 
impoſing duties in America, ron THz PURPOSE OP- 
KAISING A REVENVE. Mr. Grenville firſt introqucec 
this language, in the preamble to the 4th of Ces III. 
Chap. 15, which has thefe words And whereas it is 
juſt and neceſſary that A KEVENUE BE RAISED IN YOUR 
AJESTY'S 2 7 r IN TEN, i 2 

ing the expences of defending, protecting, ecuring . 
8 We your Majeſty's moſt dutitul and loyal ſub- 
jets, THE COMMONS-OF GREAT-BRITAIN, in parlia- 
ment aſſembled, being deſirous to make ſome proviſt« - 
on in this preſent ſeſſion of parliament, TowaRDs &Ats- 
ING THE SAID REVENUE IN AMERICA, have reſolved 
to GIVE and GRANT unto your Majeſty the ſeveral rates 
and duties herein after mentioned,” t. N 
Aw months after came the Sramp- As, which te- 
citing this, proceeds in the fame ſtrange mode of ex- 
preſſion, thus And whereas it is juſt and neceffary, 
that proviſion be made rox RAISING A FURTHER RE- 
VENUE WITHIN YOUR MaJjesTY's DOMINTONS IN AME- 
RICA, towards defraying the ſaid expences, we your Ma- 
jeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the commons or 
SAT DEVTAN, Sc. cvs and GRANT, Ofc. as be- 


$ 


Taz laſt act, ting duties upon paper, Ge. 
carefully purſues * theſe "modern precedents. " The 
preamble is, Whereas, it is expedient THAT. A 
| REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN YOUR. MajesrY's po- 
MINJONS IN AMERICA, for making a more certain. and 
adequate proviſion for defraying the charge of the admini- 
Aration of juſtice, and the ſupport of civil. government. in 
Aach provinces, where it ſhall be found neceſſary; and to- 
wards the further defraying the expences of defending, pro- 
tefing and Ns ar ſaid dominions, we your M 's 
moſt dutiful and loyal ſubje&ts, the commons or 
GREAT-BRITAIN, Ccceĩvx and oRAynT,” Cc. as before. 
N l 
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Hr we may obſerve an authority expre/yy claimed 
apc 22 to 1 duties on theſe colonies 3 not for 
the regulation of trade; not for the preſervation or 
promotion of a mutually —— inter eourſe between 
E ſeveral conſtituent parts of the empire, heretofore 
e ſole objects of — =. inſtirurions z gd 18 5 
Angle purpoſe e mondfapes =: ; 


Tuts 1 call an *; innovation; as a moſt dangerows ) 
innovation. It may perhaps be objected, that Great. 
Britain has a right to lay what duties ſhe pleaſes upon 
her exports, and neee 
erde ue paid ber 0rchne.. 1 | 25 


T0 this I. anſwer, Theſe eoloficy — many 
things for their uſe, which. the laws of Great - Britain 

Et it them from penn ay where _ n her. 

are paper And glaſs. food 


"Tak 3 be bound to Bip any penal 
duties on theſe commodities relative to the regulation of 
trade, is granted; but we being obliged bs the the laws to 


take trom Great-Brizain, any ſpecia duties impoſed on 
their exportation 1 us only, with intention lo raiſt à re- 
1 renn 
S ee i WC 

| 1B: 2: 7 oc: Wien 


2 3 ietly ſubſidies, granted in forms - 
u / 15 e (though heavy 03g "borne ; ſuch a power hath 
e On yo other —_ what — — nd diſtur- 

ces 3 HAT- 
t for mer times. 


3 


1 — on the exports to theſe . a8 pa export 2 Spa ain and 
al, &c. Such perſons attend To much tb:the idea e | 
that they entirely drop that „FF 22 
and ber colonies. If Great. Britain had always claimed, vgd- exerci(: 
an authorit) Spain and Port to import manufactures 


to compel 
from her on del exe 68 parallel: But as e never pretal 
to ſuch a rig t, Thee are at liberty — get them where they pleaſe; and if 
they chuſe to take them from her, rather than from other nations, they 
ps conſent to Pay the duties impoſed on —— 


* 5 
+655 
[4 


* 


dom! le did not enact, that every man in the colonies 
pould buy a certain quantity of] paper No: It only 
directed, that no inſtrument of writing ſhould be valid 


* "oy I to America — 


1 2 J 


Wunr is the difference in Ab bones and right; whe. . 
her the ſame ſum is raiſed upon us by the rates men» 
tioned in the Stamp-AF, on the uſe of paper, or by theſe 
duties, on the importaton of it. It is only the edition 

of a former book, Wi ſentence from FIN to 


| the beginning. 


ve Svrrosx the duries were made ern. in Great: 
Ker 3 
is no 
tv onifies nothing to us, er der are ew 
did here or there Had the Stamp- A#- directed, that 
all che paper ſnould be landed at Florida, and the duties 
paid there, before it was brought to the Britiſh colo- 
nies, would the act have "raiſed leſs money upon us, or * 


| have teen leſs deſtructive of our rights? By no means: 


Far as we were under a neceſſity of harm — the 9885 | 
we ſhould have been under the neceſſi 


duties, Thus, in t preſent caſe, © Tice m8 kan > ber 


5 ſubject us, if this act continues in force, to the F. 


ment of the duties no-] amps 


Warn was the Stamp-A#" then 0 pernicious to flee: 


in law, if not made on ſtamped paper, &c. 
TAE makers of 15 act knew fall well, that * 


e that would ariſe from the diſuſe of writings, - 


would comPzL the colonies to uſe the ſtamped paper, 
and therefore to pay the taxes impoſed. For this reaſon 
the Stamp- At was ſaid to be a law THAT WOULD EXE- 
CUTE ITSELF, For the very ſame reaſon, the laſt act 
of parliament, if it is graated to have any force here; 
WILL EXECUTE ITSELF, and will be attended with the 


_ « 


we want. 


be bee perhaps may * that this at lays us | 
under no neceſſity to pa the duties impoſed, becauſe 
we may ourſelves manu ture the articles" on which 


are laid; whereas by the Stamp-AF no inſtrument 
of writing could be g an made e on n Brit paper, 
nod that te too ſtam 


* 
* 


» 
—— 


Wü an n obje tion amounts to no Mee! chit this. 


| that the injury reſulting to theſe colonies, from the to- 


tal diſuſe of Britiſß paper and glaſs, will not 'be /o 
affiting as that which E. have reſulted from the to- 
dal diſuſe of writing among them; for by that — — 
even the Stamp- An mig he have been eluded. 
then was it univerſally dereſted by them as ſlavery i Nats, 
Becauſe it preſented to theſe devoted provinces nothing 
but a“ choice of calamities, imbittered by indignities, 
each of which it was unworth y of freemen to bear. 
But is no injury a violation o 


more dreadful inconvenience, than the eludiag the 
Rel ot thoſe impoſed by the late act; does it there- 
follow, that the laſt is no violation of our rights, 


thoꝰ ir is calculated for the ſame purpoſe the other was, 
. is, 10 raiſe money y”_ w WITHOUT OUR CONSENT. 


Tuts w would be making bt to conſt; not in an 


 exemprion anda injury, but? Aa certain 245 of . 


Fay. 


| Bur che- objeftor EY tay, * n 


ſuffer no injury at all by the diſuſe of Britiſb paper and 
glaſs. We might not, if we could make as much as 


believe this poſſible ? I am told there are but two or 


ids anne on * continent, and but very few 


 Paper- 


Me. Either jthe diſuſe of writing, or the payment of taxes ne 


hers <vitbout * n. 


right but the greazeft 
injury? If the eluding the payment of the taxes im- 


poſed by the Stamp: Al, would have ſubjected us to a 


But can any man, acquainted with America, 


i 1 
Paper-Mulls ,, and ſup 


poſe more ſhould be erected, 4 
long courſe of years muſt elapſe, before they can be 
brought to tion. This continent is a country of 
planters, farmers, and fiſhermen 4 not of manufactu- 
rers. The difficulty of eſtabliſhing particular manu- 
factures in ſuch a country, is almoſt inſuperable. For 
one manufacture is connected with others in ſuch a 
manner, that it may be ſaid to be impoſlible to eſtabliſh 
one or two, without eſtabliſhing ſeveral others. The 
2 of many nations may convince us of chis 


. nn, - , 


| rng therefore maſt be our Aar in 
evading the e acts, y the dif uſe Britti | and 
glaſs. Nor will this be the extent of our rolafortune, 


if we admit the legality of that act. 


Gzrar-Barraty has prohibited the manufacturing 
iron and ſteel in theſe colonies, without any objection 
being made to her right ot doing it. The l- right 
ſhe muſt have to prohibit any other manufacture among 

us. Thus ſhe is poſſeſſed of an undiſputed precedent on 
that point. This authority, ſhe will ſay, is founded 
on the original intention of ſettling theſe colonies ; that 
is, that we ſhould manufacture for them, and that 
they ſhould ſupply her with materials. The 2 of 
this policy, ſhe will alſo lay, has been univerſally ac- 
knowledged by the colonies, who never have made the 
leaſt objections to ſtatutes for that purpoſe; and will 
turther appear by the mutual benefits flowing from this 

uſage ever ſince the ſettlement of theſe colonies. 


itt, in his ſpeeches on 
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Ovn great advocate, Mr. 


the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp- Adt, ac- © 
 knowledged, that Great-Britain reſtrain our ma- 


nufactures. His words are theſe This kingdom, 
as the ſupreme governing and legiſlative power, has 
ALWAYS bound the colonies by her regulations and 

RESTRICTIONS in trade, in navigation, in MANUFAC» 
ot, TURES 


| ing for ourſelves ; and 


„ 


e every ing. except 1 taking their ms- 


ney out bei pocket , WitfoUT THEIR conSEwvr.'* 
Again he 1 Win * A their trade, cor 
THEIR MANUFACTURES, ercife every power 
wharever, except that of taking their money MEE 4 
poctets, WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT. 


Hzzs then, my dear countrymen, ROVSE + 
ſelves, and behold the , ruin aging over your 
heads, If you ON CE admit, that 
gin duties pon her feng tug; (9p to us, for the 


Purpo 
rid ſhe then will have nothing 
to 40. 5 N to lay t 


prohibirs us to manutactute— and the tragedy of Ame- 


rican liberty is finiſhed. We have been prohibited 


from ring manufactures, in all caſes, any where 


but from Great-Britain (excepting linens, which we 


ae pocketed to import Jet from Ireland.) We 
have been eee in es, from manufactur · 


are therefore exactly 
fieged, which is Hirrom 


1. 3 of a city be- 
y the warks of t e be- 


fegers in ev 2 ge Lg e no 
ohh 5 to ſirrender at 2 It 

Ereat- Britain can order us to come to her for neceſſa- 
ries we want, and ean order us to pay what taxes ſhe. 
pleaſes before we take them away, or when we land 
them here, we are as abject ſlaves as France and Poland 


can ſhew in wooden len and with uncombed hair“. 


' Paznays the nature of the neceſſtie of dependent 
ſtates, cauſed by the policy of a o erning one, for her 
own benefit, may be cds 


a fact mentioned in 
hiſtory. When the Cartbaginians 8 poſſeſſed of the 
ind * * ene, a W chat the Sardi- 


mans 


0 The pil of France wear wooden ſhoes; and the vaſſals of 
IN TOR EE EI OO FOI N 


eat. Britain 75 


ties on the articles which ſhe 


= prohibited .in others. 


[ 
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boaſted liberty is but 
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; nians ſhould not raiſe corn, nor get it any other way 


than from the Corthaginians. Then, by impoſing any 
duties they would upon. it, they drained from the 
miſerable Sardinians any ſums they a: and when. 
ever that oppreſſed people made the ſl moyement . 
to aſſert their liberty, their tyrants ſtarved them 
to death or ſubmiſſion. This b. | 


"From what has been ſaid I think this uncentrover- 
tible concluſion may be deduced, that when, a ruling 
ſtate obliges a dependent ſtate to take certain commodi- 
ties "Ras, 7k alone, it is implied in the nature of that 


obligation; is eſſentially requilite to give it the leaſt 


degree of juſtice; and is inſeparably united with it, in 
order to preſerve any ſhare of freedom to the depend- 
ent ſtate; bat thoſe commodities ſhould never be loaded 
with duties, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF LEVYING. MO- 
NEY ON THE DEPENDENT STATE. | Ip ds 


Upon the whole, the fingle queſtion is, whether 
the parliament can legally impoſe duties to be paid by 
the people of theſe colomes only, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE 
OF RAISING. A REVENUE, . on commodities which ſhe 


" obliges us to take from her alone, or, in other words, 


whether the'parliament can legally take money out of 
our pockets, without our conſent. If they can, our 


Var et præterea nibil. \ 
A ſound and nothing elſe. 
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1. E fr I m 


My « . N 


RE OICE to find that my two PRESS Weeds 
to you, have been generally received with ſo much 
favour by ſuch of you, whoſe ſentiments J have had an 
opportunity of knowing. Could you look into my 
heart, you would inſtantly perceive a zealous attach- 


4 


1 
ment to your intereſts, and a lively reſentment of 


every inſult and injury offered to you, to be the mo- 
tives that have engaged me to addreſs 25 3 


1 AM no further concerned in any thing affecting 
America,” than any one of you; and when liberty ltaves 
it, I can quit it much more conveniently than moſt of 
you: But while Divine Providence, that gave me 


exiſtence in a land of freedom, permits my head to 
think, my ps to ſpeak, and my hind to move, I ſhall 
ſo hi hly and gratefully value the bleſſing received, as 
to ike care, that my filence and inactivity ſhall not 
give my implied aſſent to any act, degrading my bre- 
thren and myſelf from the birchright, wherewith hea- 
ven itſelf * bath made us frees. of 


Sorry I am to learn, that there are ſome e per- 


ſons, who ſhake their heads with ſolemn motion, and 


pretend to wonder, what can be the meaning of theſe 
letters. Great- Britain, They ſay, © is too power 


ful to contend with; ſhe is determined to oppreſs us; 


it is in vain to ſpeak of right on one fide, when there is 


power on the other; when we are ſtrong enough to re- 


ſiſt, we ſhall attempt it; but now we are not ſtrong | 


enough, and therefore we had better be quiet; it ſig- 


nifies nothing to convince us that our ri 4 5 are invad- 
_ when we cannot defend them; an 


* GAL. v. 1. 


if we ſhould. 


r oY 


* LI tr 4 N54 1 by F 1 | 
: X 4 * a _ You — q ” 
I. Þ ay 2 £ " S=, . — py 8 — 
—* | —— r PE. Sit; e 6 


a bd tt 
233 


r Ar 4 —— * 


CS ©: 


get into riots and tumults about the late ad, it will 
only draw down heavier diſpleaſure upon us.” | 


 Waar can ſuch men deſign? What do their grave 
.. obſervations amount to, but this-- ** that theſe colo- 
nies, totally regardleſs of their liberties, ſhould com- 
mit them, with humble reſignation, to chance, time, 

and the tender mercies of miniſters.” 


Azz theſe men ignorant, that uſurpations, which 
might have been ſucceſsfully oppoſed at firſt, acquire 
firength by continuance, and thus become irreſiſtable ? 
Do they condemn the conduct of |theſe colonies, con- 
cerning the Szamp-AZ? Or have they forgot its ſucceſs- 
ful iſſue ? Ought the colonies at that time, inſtead of 
acting as they did, to have truſted for relief to the for- 
tuituous events of futurity ? If it is needleſs © to ſpeak 
of rights” now, it was as needleſs then. If the beha- 
vior of the colonies was prudent and glorious then, and 
ſucceſsful too; it will be equally prudent and glorious 
to act in the ſame manner now, if our rights are equal- 
ly invaded, and may be as ſucceſsful, Therefore it 
becomes neceſſary to ' enquire, whether * our rights 
are invaded,” To talk of © defending” them, as if 
they could be no otherwiſe ©* defended” than by arms, 
is as much out of the way, as if a man having a choice 
of ſeveral roads to reach his journey's end, ſhould pre- 
fer the worſt, for no other reaſon, but becauſe it is the 
worſt. „ | . | | 


* 


- 


As to © riots and tumults,” the gentlemen who are 
ſo apprehenſive of them, are much miſtaken, if the 
think, that grievances cannot be redreſſed without ſa 
aſſiſtance. | | | 5 


* . 


I wiLL now tell the gentlemen, what is, © the mean- 
ing of theſe letters.” The meaning of them is, to con- 
vince the people of theſe colonies, that they are at this 

er Er; | moment 


. 


moment expoſed to the moſt imminent dangers; and 
to perſuade. them immediately, vigorouſly, and unani- 
mouſly, to exert themſelves, in the moſt firm, but moſt 
peaceable manner, for obtaining relief. 

Tux cauſe of liberty is a cauſe of too much dignity 
to be ſullicd by turbulence and tumult, It ought to 
be maintained in a manner ſuitable to her nature. 
Thoſe who engage in it, ſhould breathe a ſedate, yet 
fervent ſpirit, animating them to actions of prudence, 
Juſtice, modeſty, bravery, humanity and magnanimity. 


To ſuch a wonderful degree were the antient Spar- 


tans, as brave and free a people as ever exiſted, inſpir- 


ed by this happy temperature of ſoul, that rejecting 


even in their battles the uſe of trumpets, and other in- 


ſtruments for exciting heat and rage they marched up 
to ſcenes of havock, and horror“, with the ſound of 


flutes, to the tunes of which their ſteps kept pace 


«. exhibiting,” as Plutarch ſays, © at once a terrible 
and delightful ſight, and proceeding with a deliberate 
valor, full of hope and good aſſurance, as if ſome di- 
vinity had ſenſibly aſſiſted them,” 


I nope, my dear countrymen, that you will, in 


every colony, be upon your guard againſt thoſe, who 


may at any time endeavour to ſtir you up, under pre- 
tences of patriotiſm, to any meaſures diſreſpectful to 


our Sovereign and our mother country. Hot, raſh, 
diſorderly proceedings, injure the reputation gt a peo- 
ple, as to wiſdom, valor and virtue, without procuring 
them the leaſt benefit. I pray GOD, that he may be 
pleaſed to inſpire you and your poſterity, to the lateſt 
ages, with a ſpirit of which I haye an idea, that I find 


a difficulty to expreſs. To expreſs it in the beſt man- 


ner I can, I mean a ſpirt, that ſhall ſo guide you, that 


C 2 it 


\ 


* Plutarch in the lite of Acurgus. Archbiſhop Potter's Archeologia 
Greca. 7 N 1 | EI 
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it will be impoſfible to determine whether an NG 
character is moſt diſtinguiſhable, for his loyalty to his 


| Sovereign, his duty to his morher country, his love of 
. freedom, or his affection for his native ſoil. 


\ ; I 


Every government at 88 time or other falls into 
wrong meaſures, Theſe may proceed from miſtake 
or paſſion, But every ſuch meaſure does not diſſolve 
the obligation between the governors and the governed. 
The miſtake may be corrected; the paſſion may ſub- 
fide, It is the duty of the governed to endeavour to 
rectity the miſtake, and to appeaſe the paſſion. They 
have nor at firſt any other right, than to repreſent their 
grievances, and to pray for redreſs, unleſs an emer- 
gence is ſo preſſing, as not to allow time for receiving 
an anſwer to their applications, which rarely happens. 


If their applications are diſregarded, then that kind of 


eppoſition becomes juſtifiable, which can be made with- 
out breaking the laws, or diſturbing the public peace. 


Tris conſiſts in the prevention of the oppreſſors reaping 


advantage from their oppreſſions, and not in their pu- 


niſnment. For experience may teach them, what 


reaſon did not; and harſh methods cannot be > propels 


till milder anneal haye failed. 


* 


ls oth it become, UNDOUBTED, that an inve- 
terate reſolution is formed to annihilate the liberties of 


the governed, the Engliſh hiſtory affords frequent 


examples of reſiſtance by force. What particular cir- 
cumſtances will in any future caſe juſtify ſuch reſiſtance, 
"ol never be aſcertained, till they happen. Perhaps 

be allowable to ſay generally, that it never can 


be jo 8 16able,. until the people are FULLY CONVINCED, 
that any further ſubmiſſion will be deſtructive to 235 


happiack, 


i ; 
\ ; y * HEN 


* 
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Wurxx the appeal is made to the ſword, highly pro- 
bable is it, that the puniſhment will exceed the offence; 
and the calamities attending on war out- weigh thoſe 
preceeding it. Theſe conſiderations of juſtice: and pru- 
dence, will always have great influence with good and 
wiſe men, 8 3 


To theſe reflections on this ſubject, it remains to 


be added, and ought for ever to be remembered, that 


reſiſtance, in the caſe of colonies againſt their mother 


country, is extremely different from the reſiſtance of a 
people againſt their prince. A nation may change 
their king, or race of kings, and, retaining their anti- 


ent form of government, he gainers by changing. 


Thus Great-Briain,,. under the illuſtrious houſe of 
Brunſwick, a houſe. that ſeems to flouriſh for the hap- 
pineſs of mankind, has found a felicity, unknown in 
the reigns of the Stewarts. But if once we are ſepa- 
rated from our mother country, what new. form of go- 
vernment ſhall we adopt, or where ſhall we find another 
Britain, to ſupply our loſs? Torn from the body, to 
which we are united by religion, liberty, laws, affec- 
tions, relation, language and commerce, we mult 
bleed at every vein. 1 


Is truth- - the proſperity of theſe provinces is found - 
ed in their dependence on Great- Britain; and when 
ſhe returns to her old good humour, and her old 
good nature,” as Lord Clarendon expreſſes it, I hope 
they will always think it their duty and intereſt, as it, 
moſt certainly will be, to, promote her welfare by all 
the means in their-power, Fs ia 


Wx cannot act with too much caution in our dif- 
putes. Anger produces anger; and differences, that 
might be accommodated, by kind and reſpectful beha- 
havior, may, by imprudence, be enlarged to an incu- 
rable rage. In quarrels between countries, as well as 
en at 15" . 


% 
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in thoſe between indivö ale when they have riſen to a 
certain heighth, the firſt cauſe of diſſenſion is no longer 
remembered, the minds of the parties being wholly 


engaged in recollecting and reſenting the mutual e- 


preſſions of their diſlike. When feuds have reached 
that fatal point, all conſiderations of reaſon and equity 


vaniſh ; anq a blind fury governs, or rather confounds 
all things. A people no longer regards their intereſt, 


but the gratification of their wrath. The ſway of the 
＋ Cleons and Clodius's, the deſigning and deſtable flat- 
terers of the prevailing paſſion, becomes confirmed, 
Wiſe and good men in vain oppoſe the ' ſtorm, and 


may think themſelves fortunate, if, in attempting to 


preſerve their ungrateful fellow citizens, they do not 
ruin themſelyes. Their prudence will be called baſeneſs ; 
their moderation will be called guilt; and if their virtue 
does not lead them to deſtruction, as that of many 
other great and excellent perſons has done, they may 
ſurvive to receive from their expiring country the 
mournful glory of her acknowledgment, that their 

- counſels, if regarged, would have ſaved her, 


Tus conſtitutional modes of obtaining relief, are 
thoſe which I wiſh to ſee purſued on the preſent occaſi- 
on; that is, by petitions of our aſſemblies, or where 
| they are not permitted to meet, of the people, to the 

powers that can afford us relief, 210 


Wr have an excellent prince, in whoſe good diſpo- 
fitions towards us we may confide. We have a gene- 
rous, ſenſible and humane nation, to whom we may 
apply. They may be deceived. They may, by artful 
men, be provoked to anger againſt us. I cannot be- 
heve they will be cruel or unjuſt ; or that their anger 
will be implacable. Let us behave like dutiful chil- 
dren, who have received unmerited blows from a be. 


loved 
r Cleon was a popular firebrand of Athent, and Clodius of Nome; each | . 
of u hom plunged his country into the deepeſt calamities. | 


l 


loved pare nt. Let us complain to our parent; but let 


our comp laints ſpeak at the ſame time the e of 
affliction and veneration. 


Is, however, it ſhall happen, by an unfortunate | 
courſe of affairs, that our applications to his Majeſty 


and the parliament fon redreſs, prove ineffectual, let us 


THEN take another ftep, by withholding from Great-Bri- ; 


tain all the advantages ſhe has been uſed to receive 
from us. Tux let us try, if our ingenuity, induſtry, 
and trugality, will not give weight to our remonſtran- 
ces. Let us all be united with one ſpirit, in one cauſe. 

Let us invent---let us work---let us ſave---let- us, con- 
tinually, keep up our claim, and inceſſantly repeat our 
complaints---But, above all, let us implore the protee- 
tion of that infinitely good and gracious being, + © by 
whom kings reign, and princes decree rg 75 


Nil deſperandum. 
e deſpaired ot. 
: th FARMER. 
+ Po. vill. 25. 
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LETTER 


My dear CouTa.yMER; Tan” of 


N objection, I hear, has been 3 0 my 
ſecond letter, which L would willingly clear - up 
before I proceed. There is,“ Tay theſe objeQtors, © a 
material difference between the Stamp- Ad and the, late 
An for laying a duty on paper, &c. that juſtifies the 
conduct 2 thoſe who oppoſed the former, and yet are 
willing to ſubmit to the latter. The duties impoſed : 
by the Stamp-Aũ were internal taxes; but the eee 
are external, and therefote the 2 may have a 
gt to impoſe them.“ | 


To this 1 a e without denial of the power of 
parliament to lay upon theſe ne any e ta 
whatever. de e ee 


Tus point, being ſo important to this, and to ſuc- 
| ceeding generations, 1 wiſh to be clearly underſtood. 


To the word © tax,” 1 annex that meaning "wth 
the conſtitution and hiſtory of England require to be 
annexed to it; that is---that it is an impoſition on the 


futjett, for the ſale purpoſe of levying money. 


| In the early ages of our monarchy, certain ſervices 
were rendered to the crown fer ihe genera/ good, Theſe 
. were perlonal* : But in procels of time, ſuch inſtituti- 


Ons 
« | 
It is very worthy" of remark, how watchful our wiſe anceſtors 
were, leſt their ſerwices ſhould be encreaſed beyond what the law . 
lowed. No man was bound to go out of the realm to ſerve the King. 
Therefore, even in the conquering reign of Henry the Fifth, when the 
martial ſpirit of the nation was highly enflamed by the heroic coura 
of their Prince, and by his great ſucceſs, they fti'l carefully guarded 
againſt the eſtabliſhment of illegal ſervices. * When, this point (fays 
Lord Chiet Juſtice Coofe) conterning maintenance of wars out of Eng- 
land, came in queſtion, the COMMONS did A their continual clam of 


their 


1 
i 


een rl e what amy cnn acts cams x, 
Sus being found inconvenient, gifts and grants ol theie” 
bwn property were made by the 80 e, ORs the ſe⸗ 
yeral names of aids, tallages, taſks, taxes and ſubſi- 
dies, Sc. Theſe were made, as may be collected even 
from the names, for public ſervice upon * need and ne. 
ceſlity . All theſe ſums were levied upon the people 
by virtue of their voluntary gift“ * Their. deſign was, 
to ſupport the national honor and intereſt. Sone © 
88 comprehended duties ariſing from 1 
being impoſts on merchandizes. Thele Lord Chief 
Juſtice Cote claſſes under © ſubſidies, and. 
mentary aids.” They are alſo called '* cuſtoms. 
nn \ * Of 8 Pay 5 5 ls jt ; NH - whatevi 


7 


03, #eautytosl nw wah a ix otras wb 
their ancient freedom and birthright, as in the firſt of Henry the Fifths 
— in the ſeventh of Henry the Fijth, &c. the coulioxs made a PRO- 


ST, that they were hot᷑ bound to the maintenance of war in Scolla 
Ireland. Calice. France, Normandy, or other foreign. parte, and cauſed 
their PROTESTS to be entered into the parliament rolls, where they 
yet remain; which, in effect, agreeth with that which; 75 like 
17 To 8 in the parliament of a th Edward I: 2d Inſt. p. 28. 

+ p. 28. | ; 


8 37 Anglia, nibil tale, „Arwen ordinibus, el aſenticits. 
* ſſcipiunt. Phil. Comines, 24 Inf. . 
Theſe gifts entirely Ne on the pleaſure of the donore, were 
proportioned.to the abilities of the ſeveral ranks of people who gave 2 

d were regulated by their opinion of the public gecefftties. Thu 
Edward I. had in bis. 21th year a thirtieth trom the laity; a troenties 
from the clergy; in his 22d year; a tenth from the . laity, a fixth fro 
Landon, and other corporate towns, balf of their beneficrs from the 
4 in his 23d year an eleventh. trom the barons and others, a tenth 

- ro 


'F, 1 clergy, ſeventh from the burgeſſes, &c. Hume s Hift. of 
he ſame difference in the grants of the ſeveral ranks is obſervable 
in other reigns. N | Tos 2 
In the famous ſtatute de tallagio non concedendo, the king enumerates 
the ſeveral tlafes; without whoſe. confent, he and his heirs never ſhould 
ſet or levy any tax 1 nullum tallagium, wel.auxilium per ui, vel here 
des moftras in regno noftro fonatur ſeu levetur, fine voluntate et aſſenſu arch- 
: bepiſeqporim, epiſcoporum, comitum, baronum, militum, burgenfium, et alio- 
| com, de regno noftra.” 34th Edward I. ; * 
Lord Chief juſtice Cole, in = comment - theſe Rr. 
ig quieting of the commons, and for a perpetual aud corflant law for ever . 
bs both in this au OTHER Lick Loot this act ww made. ' Theſe 
words are plais, WITHOUT ANY SCRUPLE, Hhfoture, WITHOUT ANY 
Saving.“ 2d Coker's Inſt. p. 542, 533. Little did the venerable judge 
imagine, that“ otber EIK A caſes” would happen, in which the 8 | 
this law would be defpiſed by Engh/imer, the poſterity of the 9 
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whatever the name Was, they. were always 4 So ed " | 
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from the prineiples of the conſtitution, long before 
any Engliſbman t e pt * Li . N N 
regulation of trade. 


 Warnxzven we 5 of © % taxes” amon oog 8 4 
men, let us therefore ſpeak of them with reference to 
12 principles on which, and the intentions with whieh 
have. been eſtabliſned. This will give certaint 
to — expreſſion, and ſaſety to our conduct: But 1 
when we have in view the liberty of theſe colonies, we 
proceed in any other courſe, we 3 A Juno * in- 
. but ſhall only catch a cloud,  _ "5 78D 


Ix the national, parliamentary. ſenſe inſiſted, on, 4 


Wer tax 5“ was. certainly underſtood b 2 the con» 
e at New-York, whoſe reſolves may be aid o _ 


he American « bil of rights,” 


. Pr third, fourth, me and fixth eos, are _ 
r | 


III. «Ta Ar it is is rend eſſential to the freedin if Pp 
e and 1 e of 3 iſomen, that +NO 
TAX 


WS, > The Goddeſs of Empire, 105 the Heathen Mythology ; . ; 


an antieur fable, Ixio purſued ber, but ſhe > elcaped 1 in a Wen 
x * 1 ſenſe Moni iſquieu uſes the word * tax, in his 1 h book of 
a. 
1 The 8 oraught of the reſolves of the congreſt eſs at New. vrt are 
8 in By. + 2nd A * on weary e the vo par- 
Icylar reaſons, I am. fati at the congrel er 
"« tax” in the ſenſe here contended for. * * 5 


\ ; 50, * 
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TAK be impoſed on them, zur with thei confi 
given perſonally, or "by cheir repreſentatives.” 1 3 
V. Tuar the people of the colonies are not, and 
from their local circumſtances, cannot be repreſented 
enen eee . tds 


V. « . the only repreſentatives 2 thi — R 
of the colonies, are the perſons choſen therein e 


ſelves ; and that NO TAX Es ever have been, or can 
be conſtitutionally impoſed on er but e cheir re · 


ſpectre ee 1 dad 


VI. * Tnar ALL ſupplies to the crown,. being free 


gifts s of the people, it is unreaſonable, and inconſiſtent 
þ 


the N a*d ſpirit of the Britiſh 492 
for the people of Great- Britain to TO to hie in 
ihe properiy of the colonies.”'. 5 8680 


Hk is no diſtinction made wits papacy a 
external taxes. It is evident from the ſhort va, 
_ thrown into theſe reſclves, that every impoſition < 


mw to his Majeſty the property of the: colonies,” was 


laid d any other way than © with their conſent, given 
V or by cheir repreſentatives,” was not only 
unreaſo 


nable, and inconſiſtent with the principles 


and l ſpirit of the Britiſb conſtitution,” but deſtructive 
* W 0 4 


Tune langs is clear and important. 4 mw 
ents an impoſition to raiſe money. Suck perſons 
therefore as ſpeak of internal and external ©© Taxes,” 


privileges and intereſts ot theſe colonies. 


applied to 


wy MM RO ra res and having different 2 
D 2 : 
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ht a © rax;” and that every ſuch impoſition, if 
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I priyr may pt . me, if I object to that expreſſion, as 5 
c 


There may be internal and external IH Tous, found- 
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every tax being an impoſition, tho every ĩmpa- 


Ition is not a tax But all taxes are founded on the 
ſame principle ; and have the ſame tendency, 5 0 a 


ExTERNAIL impoſitions, for the regulation of our 


trade, do not grant to his Majeſty ibe property of abe 
colonies.” They only prevent ibe colonies acquiring pra- 


' perty, in things not neceſſary, in a manner judged to 
_ be/injurious to the welfare of the whole empire. But 
the laſt ſtatute reſpecting us, grants to his Majeſty 
tbe property of the coloniet, by laying duties on the ma- 
nufactures of Great Britain which they tus r take, and 


which ſhe ſettled on them, on purpoſe that they $#ovLn 
ane): „ FINS 


»-: 1. 


4 4 LD h FA 3 A * 44H phy 1.2 * r 2 we © . 1 : 
War“ tax can be more internal than this ? Here 
is money drawn, without their conſent, from a ſociety, 


a ge WhO 


* It ſeems to be evident, that Mr. Pitt, in his defence of America; 
during the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp- dd, by internal 

xes, meapt. any duties “ for the purpoſe of raifing a revenue; and 

y © external taxes,” meant duties impoſed © for the regulation of 
trade,” His > age are theſe---** If the: gentleman does not un- 
derſtand the difference between internal and external taxes, I canne 
help it; but there is a plain diſtinction between taxes levied FOR TH 
PURPOSES OF  'RAISING A REVENUE, and duties impoſed: FOR THE 
REGULATION or TRADE, for the accommodation of the ſubject; al 
though, in the conſequences, ſome revenue might incidentally ariſe 


from the latter. 


+ Theſe words were in Mr. Piti's reply to Mr. Grenville, who ſaid he 
could not underſtand the difference between external and internal 


taxes. Tk 1 


In every other part of his ſpeeches on that occaſion, his words:confirm 
this conſtruction of his expreſſions. The following extracts will ſhew- 


how poſitive and general were his aſſertions of our right., RY 

lt is my opinion that this kingdom has M RIGHT to lay A TAX 
upon the colonĩes. “ The "Americans are the $0Ns, not the Bas- 
TARDS of England. TAXATION is NO PART of the governing and 
lative power. The taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of the 
Hons ALONE, In LEGISÞATION the TREE eſtates of the realm are 
ALIKE concerned, but the concurrence of the PEERS and the CROW to 
a"TAX, is only neceſſary to cloſe with the roku, ot 'a law. The dier 
and GRANT is of the couuoxs Akon. % The diflinfion between 

EGISLATION and TAXATION ts gſentialiy neceſſary to liberty."---* THE 
COMMoNs of America, repreſented in their ſeveral aſſenbl 

in poſſeſſion of the exerciſe of this their conſtitutional right, 


| wing and GRANTING their own MONEY, They "would have be 


1 
* 


* 


. 


les, have yo. 


A, 


' 2 
tho: have conſtantly enjoyed a conſtitutional mode of 
raiſing all money among themſelves. The payment 
of their tar they have no poſſible method of ayoidings 
as they cannot do without the commodities; on which it 
is laid, and they cannot manufacture theſe commodities 
themſelves. Beſides, if chis unhappy country ſhquld 
be ſo lucky as ta elude this act, hy getting parchmeat 
enough, in the place of paper, or by reviying the an» 
tient method of writing on wax and bark, and by in- 
venting ſomething to ſerve inſtead of glaſs, her inge - 
, nuity would ſtand her in little ſtead; for then the par- 
| lament would have nothing to do but to ꝓrohibit ſuch 
manufactures, or to lay a tax on hats and woollen cloths, 
which they have already prohibited the colonies from 
6 other with; or on inſtruments, and tools 
of fteet and iron, which they have prohibited the pro- 
yingials from manuſefuring at dl H: And then, whar 
N - een ine £3 is aol Wong 1 9.45" $2457 42316 * 


* ans se 1 a 1 | AI, 3 
$LAFES, if they hadnat enjoyed is. The idea of a virtual repreſens 
tation of America in this houſe, is the moſt contempt:ble idea that ever 

' entered into the head of man.---It does not deſerve a ſerious refutation.”” 

He afterwards ſhews the unreaſonableneſs of Great-Britain taxin 
America, thus---** When I had the honor of ſerving his Majeſty, 
availed myſelf of the means of information, which I derived from my 
office, I SPEAK THEREFORE FROM KNOWLEDGE. My materials were 
good. I was at pains to collect, to dige, to conſider them; and I will 
2 bold to affirm, that the profit to Great- Britain from the trade of the 
colonies, through all its branches, is TWO MILLIONS A YEAR, This ig 
the fund that carried you triumphantly through the Jaſt war. The 
eſtates that were rented at two thouſand pounds a year, threeſcore 
years ago, are three thouſand pounds at preſent. Thoſe eſtates fold 
then from fifteen to eighteen years purchaſe; the ſame may now be 

ſold for thirty. You ow This TO AMERICA. Tunis is THE PRICE 
THAT AMERICA PAYS YOU FOR HER. PROTECTION.” -“ I dare not 
ſay how much higher theſe profits may be augmented.”---** Upon the 
ah I will beg leave to tell the houſe what is really my opinion; it 
is, that the, Stamp Ad be repealed abſolutely, totally, and immediately.- 
That the reaſou for the repeal be aſſigned, becauſe it was founded on 
an ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLE.” | | 

T* And that pig and bar iron, made in his Majeſty's colonies in 
America, may be FURTHER MANUFACTURED IN THIS KINGDOM, be it 
further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that from and atter the ' 

_ twenty-fourth day-of June, 1940, no mill, or dtber engine, for flitting 
or rolling of iron, or any plating forge, to work with à fill hammer, or 
any furnace for making ficel, all be erected; or, after ſuch erection, 
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George II. Chap, 29, Sect, 9. 
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Iittle gold and filver they have, muſt be torm'fromi 
their hands, or they will not be able, in a ſhort time, 


to get an ax f, for cutting their firewood, nor a plough, 
for raiſing their od. In what reſpect, therefore, I 
| beg leave to aſk, is the late act preferable to the Stamp · 
A, or more conſiſtent 4 the liberties of the colo- 
nies ?, For my own regard them both with equal 
ae eee a they Sag to be in the fame. 
manner oppoſed. 
Habemus quidem ſmatus ebene. wenge 
 gladium in vagina r 
We have a ſtatute, lai op the future uſe, Hie: a 
| bake ach in thy comrades 


A. FARMER. 


F The” theſe MILL are mentioned w bak A £ 
9 they are not more ſo than glaſs in our ſevere winters, to 
= out the cold from our houſes z or ran Ps without which ſuch 
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ely 1 
conduct of parliaments. and miniſters, from the firl 
exiſtence of theſe colonies, to the adminiſtration. of 


+ + 1, 


Wnar but the indiſputable, the acknowledged e- 
eluſive right of the colonies to tax themſelves, could 
be the reaſon, that in this long period of more than 
one hundred and fifty years, no ſtatute was ever paſſed 
for the ſole purpoſe of railing a revenue on the calo- , 
nies ? And how clear, how cogent muſt that reaſon be, 
to which every parliament, and every miniſter, for iq 
long a time ſubmitted, without a ſingle attempt to in 
; [ i: 8 * hens & od 170 „ enen * * Sack 
Exor and, in part of that courſe of years, and Great- 
Britain, in other parts, was engaged in ſeveral fierc 
expenſive wars; troubled with ſome. tumultuous 10d 
bold parliaments ; - governed by many daring an 
wicked miniſters; yet none of them ever ventured to 
touch the Palladium of American liberty. Ambition, 
avarice; faction, tyranny, all revered it. Wheneyer 
it was. neceſſary to raiſe money on the colonies, the 
requiſitions of the crown were made, and dutifully 
complied with. The parliament, from time to tim 
regulated their trade, and that of the reſt of the empire, 
to preſerve their dependence, and the connection of 
— o EIN 


Tu people of Great-Britain, in ſuppott of their 
privileges, boaſt much of their antiquity. It is true 
they are antient; yet it may well be queſtioned, if there 
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and it is all we deſire. 


LED ExeLictr as the conduct of parliaments, for ſo ma- 


t * 1. 


is u fingle priyilege of a Britiſb ſubject, ſupported by 

Paten more ſolemn; or more uninterrupted teſtimony; 
than the excluſive right of taxation in theſe colonies, 
The people of Great-Pritai#"tonfider that kingdom as 
the ſovereign of theſe colonies, and would now annex 


to that ſovereignty a prerogative never heard of before. 


How would they bear this, was the caſe their own? 


What would they think of a new prerogative claimed 
by the crown ? We may gueſs what their conduct 
would be, from the tranſports of paſſion into which 


they fell about the late embargo, tho? laid to relieve 


the moſt emergent neceſſities, of Rate, admitting ot no 
delay; and for which there were numerous precedents; 
Let out liberties be treated with the ſame tenderneſs, 

Ne | * 5 * | 60 
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ny ages, is, to prove chat no money, can be levied on 
theſe colonies by parliament, for che purpoſe of raiſing 
a revenue, yet it is not the only evidence in our favour. 


Exxxx one of the moſt material arguments. againſt 


'* the legality of the Samp- All, operates with equal force 


againſt the act now objected to; but as they are well 


f Known, it ſeems unneceſſary to repeat them ere. r. 


Tuts general one only ſhall be conſidered at preſent: 
That tho? thele colonies are dependent on Great- Britain; 
and tho? ſhe has a legal power to make laws for preſerv- 
ing that dependence; yet it is hot neceſſary for this 


purpoſe, nor eſſential ro the relation between a mo- 


ther country and her colonies, as was eagerly contend»: 


ed by the adyocates for the Stamp: Ad, that ſhe ſhould 


raife money on them without their conſent. -_ 

__ Coronies were formerly planted by warlike nations, 
to keep. their enemies in awe ; to relieve their country, 
everburthened with inhabitants; or to diſcharge à 
Fo 1 1 2 5 ENS 3 number 
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— of diſentented and. troubleſome citizens. But 
in more modern ages, the ſpirit of violence being in 
ſome meaſure, it the expreſſion may be allowed, ſheath- 
ed in commerce, colonies have been ſettled by the na- 
tions of Europe for the purpoſes of trade. Theſe pur - 
poſes were to be attained, by the colonies raiſing for 
their mother country thoſe things which ſhe did not 


produce herſelf; — — TEES themſelves from her 
«with things they wanted. Theſe were the national ad. 
in the commencement” of our colonies, and RIS 


aß Uniferily io in their ray e 


＋ 0 ebe theſe and aps; perfect liberty » was 
Ae to be neceſſary; all hiſtory. proving, that trade 
and freedom are nearly related to each other. By a 


due regard to this wiſe and juſt plan, the intant colo- 


nies, expoſed in the upknown climates and unexplored 
. of this new world, "Hived, grew and flou- 


1 


"Tus parent country, with undeviating prudence 


125 virtue, attentive to the firſt principles ot coloni- 
"zation, drew to herſelf the benefits "the might oy ge 
expect, and preſerved to her children the bleſſings, o 


which thoſe benefits were founded. She made = 5 


obliging her colonies to carry to her all thoſe pr 

which "Be wanted for her own uſe ; and all 1 raw 
materials which ſhe choſe herſelf to work up. Beſides 
this reſtriction, ſhe forbad them to procure manufaFures 
from any other part of the globe, or even the produits 
of European countries, which alone could rival her, 
without being firſt brought to her. In ſhort, by a va- 
riety of laws, ſhe regulated their trade in fuch a man- 
ner as ſhe thought moſt. conducive to their mutual ad- 


vantage, and her own welfare. A power. was reſerved 


to the crown of repealing any laws that ſhould be en- 


acted : The executive authority of government was alſo 
lodged in che crown, and i its e and an 
— 


appeal . 
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* vas ſecuted to the cron from all nn in 
5 8 . of apc; EAR 49 di 
Fon all theſe powers, eſtablibed bs: * — 
country over the colonies; for all theſe immenſe emo- 
luments derived by her from them; for all their dim. 
culties and diſtreſſes in fixing themſelves, hat was the 
recompence made them? A communication of her 
rights in general, and particularly of that great one, 
the foundation of all the reſt - that their property, ac- 
quired with ſo much pain and hazard, ſhould be diſ- 
poſed of by none but * themſelves or to uſe the beau- 
tiful and emphatic language of the ſacred ſcriptures , 
that they ſhould fit every man under his vine, and un- 
der his ig · tree, and NONE SHOULD: MAKE THEM 
Amn.“ 45 11 = brown 


| Can any man of 3 knowledge. deny, that 
theſe inſtitutions form an affinity between Great-Bri- 
tain and her colonies, that ſufficiently ſecures. their de- 
pendence upon her ? Or that. for her tq levy. taxes 
upon them, is to reverſe the nature of things? Or that 
The can purſue ſuch a-meaſure, without ee them 
to a ſtate ot vaſſallage? 


Ir any perſon cannot conceive the ſupremacy of 

Great-Britain to exiſt, without the power of laying 
taxes.to leyy money upon us,the hiſtory of the colo- 
nies, and of Great-Britain, ack their ſettlement, will 
prove the contrary. He will there find the amazing 
: advantages ariſing to her from them · the conſtant 
exerciſe of her ſupremacy---and their filial ſubmiſſion 
to it, without a ſingle rebellion, or even the thought 
of one, from their firſt emigration to this moment--- 
And all theſe things have happened, without one in- 
ſtance of Great-Britain's  hying taxes to levy money 
upon them. 8 de . How | 


«.'*.*. The power of taxing 0 was the 2500 e of which whe 
Engliſh were, WITH REASON, . jealo us. Hume 
England. + MIC, iv. 4. 
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How many Britiſh aut bons have demonſtrated, 
that the preſent wealth, power and glory of their qoun- 
try, are founded upon theſe colonies} As conſtantiy 
as ſtreams tend to the ocean, have they been pouring 


. \ 
„ TE 
?k \ 


: the 
63 hannes Hand Tot donde en et nate zei 
lt has deen ſaid in the Houſe of Commons, when complaints have 
made of the decay of trade to any part of Europe, That ſuch 
things were not worth regard, as Great- Britain was ſſed of colonies 
that could conſume more of her manufactures than ſhe was able to ſup- 
them with.“ r de 2681 en: ma cd ins 
As the caſe now ſtands, we thall ſhew that the-plantations are a 
ſpring of wealth to this nation, that they wort for us, that their TREA- 
SURE CENTERS ALL HERE, and that the laws have tied them faſt 
enough to us; ſo that it muſt be through our own fault and milmanage»- 
ment, if they become independent of England.” | . 
n Davg wax onthe Plautation Trade. 
It is better that the iſlands ſhould be ſupplied from the Norther 
Colonies than from England”; for this reaſon, the proviſions we might 
ſend to Barbados, Jamaica, &c. would be 'unimproved” product of the 


12 


earth, as grain of all kinds, or ſuch product chere there is little got by 


the improvement, as malt, ſalt beef and pork ; indeed the exportation 


of ſalt ſiſn thither would be more advantageous, but the goods which 


we ſend to the Northern Colonies, are ſuch whoſe improvement may be 
juſtly ſaid, one with another, to be hear bur ul of the value of the 
— — commodiſy, as appatel, houthold 3 and many other 
things.“ ne +414 eee Naa 
„ Neru- England is the molt prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of 
England ; and yet to do right to that moſt induſtrious Bugliſb colony, I 
mult confeſs, that though we loſe by their unlimited trade with other. 
foreign plantations, yet we are very great gainers by their direct trade 
trow Oli Englard.- Our yearly exportation of Engliſh manufactures, 
malt and other goods; from hence thither, amounting in my opinion, 
to ten times the value of what is imported from thence; which calculati- 
on I do not make at random, but upon matare” conſideration, and, per - 
adventure, upon at much experience in ibis very trade, as any ot her per- 
ſon will pretend to; and therefore, whenever reformation of our cor - 
_ reſpondeney in trade with that people ſhall*be thought on, it will, in 


my poor judgment, require GREAT TENDERNESS, and VERY SERIOUS | 


-CIRCUMSPECTION,?”. | © Sir JOSTAH CMD Diftourſe on Trade. 
Our plantations ſpend moſtly aur Exglib manufactures, and? thofe 
-of all forts almoſt imaginable, in egregious quantities, and employ near two 


thirds of all our Englith Pipping ; ſo that ve have more people in England, 


dy reaſon of our plantations in Aneric. l.. 
- *8ir14JoS1an Ct ſays, in another part of his work; „Phat not 


more than fifty families are maintained in Fxgiant by the ref aing ef 
- fagar.” From hence, and from what Davbenant fays, it is plain, that 


the advantages here ſai to be derived ſrom the plantations by Enriand 
muſt be meant chiefly of the continental colon ies. 
I ʒchall tam up my whole remarks on our American calonles, with 
this obſer vation, that as they are a certain annual revenue bf SEVERAL 
H 15 MILLIONS 
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the fruits of all their labors into their mother's lap, 
Good heaven! and ſhall a total oblivion of former ten- 

derneſſes and bleſſings, be ſpread over the minds of 4 
good and wiſe nation, by the ſordid arts of intriguing 
ak. © e 


MILLIONS STERLING to their mother coufitry, they ought carefully ro 
de protected, duly encouraged, and every opportunity that preſents; im- 
oved for their increment and advantage, as every one they can poiſi - 

y reap, muſt at laſt return to us with intereſt. 

i Cain ante BEAWES's Lex Merc. Red. N 
Wie may ſafely advance, that our trade and navigation are greatix 
increaſed by our colonies, and that they really are a ſqurce of treaſure 
and naval power to this kingdom, fince THEY. WORK FOR us, & THEIR 
TREASURE CENTERS HERE. Before their ſettlement, our manufac- 
tures were few, and thoſe. but indifferent; the number of Engh/b 

merchants very ſmall, and the whole ſhipping. of the nation much 1 
ferior to what now belongs to the Northern Colonies only. Theſe are 
certain fas, But ſince their eftabliſhment, our condition has altered 
for the better, almoſt of a degree beyond credibility. Out uaxurac-⸗ 
TURES are prodigioufly increaſed, chiefly by the demand for them in 
the plantations, where they AT LEAST TAKE: Orr ONE HALF, and ſup- 
ply us with many valuable commodities for exportation, which is ay 
reat an emolument to the mother kingdom, as to the plantations them - 
Ives“ PosTLETHWAYT's Univ. Dict. of. Trade and Commerce, 
-. <© Moſt of the nations of Europe have 3 with us, more or 
leſs, in divers of our ſtaple manutactures, within half a century, not 
only in our woollen, but in our lead and tin manufactures, as well as 
our fiſneries? | 1 ©» 1. POSTLETHWAYT),. ibid. 
The inhabitants of our colonies, by carrying on a trade with their 
" foreign neighbours, do not only occaſion @ greater quantity of the goods and 
merchandize of Europe. being ſent from hence to them, and a greater quan> 
tity of the product of America to be ſent from them hither, which 
would otherwiſe be carried from and brought to Europe by foreigners, * wo 
an increaſe of the ſeamen: and navigation in thoſe parts, which is 
great ſtrength and ſecurity, as well as of great adyantage to our plan- 
tations in general. And though ſome of our colonies are not only for 
preventing the importation of all goods of the ſame ſpecies they produce, but 
4uffer particular planters to keep great runs of landin their poſſeſſion uncul- 
trvated, with deſign to prevent new ſettlements, whereby they imagine 
- the prices of their commodities may be affected ; yet if it be conſidered, 
that the markets of Great-Britain depend on the markets of ALL Europe 
in general, and that the European markets in general depend on the pro- 
portion between the annual conſumption and the whole quantity of each 
ſpecies annually produced by ALL nation; it muſt: follow, that whether 
1 "we orforeigners are the producers, carriers, importers and exporters 
of American produce, yet their reſpective prices in each colony (the dif- 
ference of freight, cuſtoms and importations conſidered) will always | 
bear proportion to the general conſumption of the whole quantity of each 
ſort, produced in all colonies, and in all parts, allowing only for the uſual 
contingencies that trade and commerce, agriculture and manufactures, 
e 30 40 e copntmiesy” ©» POSPLATHWATTy . I 
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wWirn us, the fironger and greater they grow, the more this cen arid 


1 


men, who, covering their ſeifiſn projects under pre- 
tences of public good, firſt enrage their countrymen 
into a frenzy of paſſion, and then advance their on 
influence and intereſt, by gratifying the paſſion, Which 
they themſelves have baſely excited. 61%; baeries 


HIiTHERTO 


It is certain, that from the very time Sir Muliam Raleigb, the la- 
ther of our Egli colonies, and bis aſſociates, firit proſected theſe 
eſtabliſhments, there have * worn _ have 17 7 an intereſt, in 
niſropreſenth, or leſſening the value of them The attempts were 
cal — and dangerous. Afterwards many malignant ſug- 

ſtions were made about ſacriſicing ſo many Egiiſimem to the obſtinate 14 
Gefire ot ſettiing colonies in countries which then produced very Vittle = 
advantage. But as theſe difficulties were gradually ſurmounted, thoſe ,. 
—— vaniſhed. No ſooner were theſe lamintations over, but others | 
aroſe in their ſtead 1 moe be no longer 2 colonies 
were wſelefs,” it was that they were not au enough to their 
—— ; that while we were loaded yer an they were ab- 
ſolutely free ; that the planters lived like privces, while the inhabitants 
of Ergiand laboured hard for à tolerable ſubſiſtenc. 

(ie 1  »Po$TLETHWAYT, ib. | 
. 5 Before the ſettlement of theſe colonies,” fays 'Poflethwwayt, our 
manufaQures were few, and thoſe but indifferent. In thoſe days we 
had not only our naval ſtores, but our ſhips from our neighbours, 
Ge furniſhed: us with all things made ot metal, even to-nails, 
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do not pay on that con ion a great portion of our taxes ? It is ad- 
mitted they do. PoSTLETHWAYT's Great: Britain Frus Sem. 
f we are afraid that one day or other the colonies will revolt, and 
ſet up for themſelves; as ſome ſeem to apprehend, let us not ie 5 
them to anecefiity to feel themſelves independent of us; as they 4017 
do, the moment they perceive that THET CAN BH SUPPLEED 
-WITH 4LL: THINGS FROM THIN THEMSELVES, and do wht 
need our aſſiſtance. If we would keep them ill dependent upen t 
mother country, and in ſome reſpects, ſubſrr vient to her wHews' a 
welfare; let us make it their INTEREST always'to be ſo .“... 
2 Engl/b 1 
5 colonies, w they have in their veins, 
bave relations in Bagland, and wHILE THEY CAN dEr r — 


1 
9 

4 

Wige, r, linens,” and a thouſand other things, came from France. [ 
— 4 upplied us with ſugar ; all the preducts of America were 9 
poured into us from Spain ; and the Venetipns and Ginveſe retailed to 1 
us the commodities of the Ha- James, at their oun price.“ a 1 
If it be aſked, whether foreigners, for what goods hey take of us, | v | ; 
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ingdum will get by them; and nothing but ſuch un arbitrary power 

mall make them deſperate, can bring — to rebel.“ Ne An by 

| 1 1144 DuxvenanT on the Plantation Trade. 

The Northern colonies are not upon the ſame footing theſe of 

the South; and having a worſe ſoil to improve, they muſt find the re. 

- compence ſome other way, which-only can be in property and demi - 

dion Upon Which ſcote, any Innovations in the form of govern. 
e, 7 Vas nnen 1 $000, neren | 
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 Hrirazxro Grrat-Britain has been contented with - 
her proſperity. 4. Moderation has been the rule of her . 
conduct. But now, a generous humane people, that 
ſo often has protected the liberty of rangers, is en- 
flamed into an attempt to tear a privilege from her 
DTATHT' a own 


ment there, ſhould be cautiouſly examined, for fear of entering upon 
meaſures, by which the induſtry of the inhabitants be quite diſcou- 
raged.” 'Trs ALWAYS UNFORTUNATE for a people, either by con- 
'SENT; or upon COMPULSION, to depart from their PRIMITIVE Id STI. 
' fFUTIo6NS, and THOSE FUNDAMENTALS,: by which they were FIRST 
UNITED TOGETHER."! 10058 3 Taem. ba ng 
The moſt effectual way of uniting the colonies; is to make it their 
common intereſt to oppoſe the deſigns and attempts of Great - Britain. 
All wiſe ſtates will well conſider how to preſerve the advan 
ariſing from colopies, and avoid the evils. And I conceive that there 
can be but Two. ways in nature to hinder them from throwing off their 
dependence; one to keep it out of their power, and the other, out of 
their vill, The firſt muſt be by force, and the latter by ung them wwell, 
and keeping them employed in ſuch productions, and making ſuch 
manufactures, as will ſupport themſelves and families comtortably, 
und procure” them wealth too, and at leaſt not prejudice their mo- 
ther country. e ee eee | WIE ene: 
- 1.4. Force can never be uſed effectually to anſwer the end, without de- 
Areying the colonies themſelves. Liberty and encouragement are | 
do carry people thither, and to keep them together when they are there; 
and violence will hinder both. Any body of troops, conſiderable 
enough to awe them, and keep them in ſubjection, under the direction 
too of a needy governor, often ſent thither to make bis fortune, and 
at ſuch a diſtance trom any application for redreſs, will ſoon. put an 
end to all planting. and leave the country to the ſoldiers alone, and if 
it did not, Would eat up all the profit of the colony. For this reaſon, ar- 
dbitrary countries have not been equally ſucceſsful in planting colo- 
nies with free ones; and what they have done in that kind, has either 
been by force, or at a vaſt expence, or by: departing from the nature of - 
tbeir government, and giving ſuch pri viliges to planters as were denied 1b 
. therr —— Aud I dare ſay, that a few. prudent laws, and a 
little prudent conduct, would ſoon give us far the greateſt ſhare of the 
riches of all America, perhaps diiye many of other nations out of it, or 
into other colonies for ſnelter. . 4 
There are ſo many exigencies in all ſtates, /o many ſoreign wars, and 
' domeflic difturbances, that theſe colonies CAN NEVER WANT OPPORTU- 
- NITIES, if they watch for them; to de evhat they ſhall find their intereſt to do; 
and therefore we ought to take all the precautions in our power, that 
it ſhall never be their antereftsto act againſt that of their native country; 
an evil which can no otherwiſe be averted, than by keeping them fully 
employed in ſuch trades as duill increaſe their own, 2s well as our wealth; 
for it is much to be feared, if we do not find employment for them, 
they may find it for ug; the intereſt of the mother country, is always 
tio keep them dependent, and ſo employed; and it requires all her ad- 
. dreſs to do it ; and it is certainly more ea/ily and gfectuaiſy done by _ 
gealle and inſenſible methods, than by poaber alone.“ Caro Leiters, 
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own children, which, if executed, muſt, in their opini- 
on, {ink them into ſlaves: Ax D ro WHAH ? For a 
pernicious power, not neceſſary to her, as her own ex- 
perience may convince her; but horribly dreadful 

and deteſtable to the. bond ea ue N 


Ir ſeems extremely probable, that when cool, diſ- 
paſſionate poſterity, ſhall conſider the affectionate in- 
tercourſe, the reciprocal benefits, and the unſuſpecting 
confidence, that have ſubſiſted between theſe colonies 
and their parent country, for ſuch a length of time, 
they will execrate, with the bittereſt curſes the infa- 
mous memory of thoſe men, whoſe peſtilential ambition 
unneceſſarily, wantonly, cruelly, firſt opened the 
ſources of civil diſcord between them; firſt turned 
their love into jealouſy; and firſt tauglit theſe pro- 
vinces, filled with grief and anxiety, to enquire— 

Where is maternal affection? 
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My gear CounTrRyMEn, 


IT may perhaps be objeted againſt the arguments 
1 that . offered to the public, — 
the legal power of the parliament, that it has always 
exerciſed the power of impoſing duties, for the purpoſes 
of raiſing a revenue on the productions af theſe colonies 
carried to Great- Britain, which may be called a tax on 
them.” To this objection I anſwer, that this is no 
violation of the rights of the colonies, it being implied 
in the relation between them and Great-Britain, that 
they ſhould not carry ſuch commodities to other nati- 
ons, as ſhould enable them to interfere with the mother 
country. The impoſition of duties on theſe commodi- 
ties, when brought to her, is only a conſequence of 
her parental right; and if the point is thoroughly 
examined, the . will be found to be laid on the 
people of the mother country. Whatever they are, 
they muſt proportionably raiſe the price of the goods, 
and conſequently muſt be paid by the conſumers. In 
this light they were conſidered by the parliament in 
the 25th Charles II. Chap. 7, Sect. 2, which ſays, that 
the productions of the plantations were carried from 
one to another free from all cuſtoms, . while the ſub- 
jects of this your kingdom of England have paid great 
cuſtoms and impoſitions for what of them have been spRENT 
HERE, Oc. 8 1 


94 


Bxs1Dzs, if Great-Britain exports theſè commodities 
again, the duties will injure her own trade, fo that ſhe 
cannot hurt us, without plainly and immediately hurt- 

ing herſelf; and this is our check againſt her acting 
arbitrarily in this reſpect. \ | 7 
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It may be perhaps further objected, 4 that it be: - 
ing granted that ſtatutes made for regulating trade; 
are binding upon us, it will be difficult for any perſon, 
but the makers of the laws, to determine, which of 
them are made for the regulating of trade; and which 
for raiſing a revenue; and that from hence may ariſe 
P! ᷣͤ -v 209 nos ONO 


„ 4 192 Gln. 114 . c 0 4 * ] 1 
To this I anſwer, that the o on is of no force in 
the preſent caſe, or ſuch as reſemble it ; becauſe the 
act now in queſtion," is formed expreſly rox THE SOLE 
PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE,” © OOO I 
, . rA ASA 
However, ſuppoſing the deſign of parliament had 
not been expreſſed, the objection 'feems to me of no 
vat 14 a; , 4? wy , r i +" Wergnts . 
> 445 A il \ $54... $4 093M 1 120 A., LE IEFY 
If any one ſhould e that no oppoſition has been made to the 
legality of the 4th Ge. III. Chap. 15, which is the FizsT act of par- 
liament that ever impoſed duties on the importations into America, tor 
the expreſſed purpoſe of raiſing a revenue there x I anſwer, Firſt, That 
tho the act expreſly mentions the raiſing a revenue in {merica, yet it 
ſeems that it had as much in view the“ * d ſecuring the 
trade between the ſame and Great - Britain, which words axe part of its 
title: And the preamble ſays, Whereas it is expedient that new pro- 
viſions and regulations ſhould be eſtabliſhed for improving the revenue 
of this kingdom, and for extending and ſecuring the navigation and com- 
merce. between Great-Britain, and your Majeſty's deminions in America 
which by the peace have been ſo happily extended and enlarged,” &c. 
Secondly, Al! the duties mentioned in that act are impoſed ſolely on the 
| 9 cy and manufttures of foreigh countries, and not a ay, pur 
id on any production or manufacture of our mother country. Thirdly, 
the authority of the provincial aſſemblies is not therein ſo plainly at- | 
tacked'as by the laſt act, which makes provifion for defraying-the charges 
of the adminiſtration of juſtice,” and ** the ſupport of civil go 
vernment.” Fourthly, That it being doubtful, whether the intention 
of the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15, was not as much fo regulate trade, as to 
raiſe a revenue, the minds of the people here were wholly engroſſed by 
the terror of the Stamp - Ad, then impending over them, about the in- 
tention of which there could be no doubt. SEED 
- Theſe reaſons ſo far diſtinguiſh the 4th Geo. III. * W the 
i% act, that it is not to be wondered at, that the firſt ſhould - have 
been ſubmitted to, tho" the /aff ſhould excite the moſt uni zerſal and 
ſpirited oppoſition. For this will be found, on the ſtricteſt exaitfination, 
to be, in the N on which it is founded, and in the conſequences 
"that dul attend it, if poſſible, more deſtructive than the Stamp-A2. . 
-- is, to ſpeak plainly, a prodigy in our laws ; not having. one Britiſh . 
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ei t. with regard-to the influence whie thoſe who 
8 might expect it Ought to H on the 
condut of theſe. cel s. 


1 Ar is true, that impefitions for raiſing a revenue, may 5 
he .hereatter called | regulatjans of trade: But names 


will not change the nature of things. Indeed we 


” 


_ ought firmly to believe, what is an undoubted truth, 
confirmed by the unhappy, experience of many ſtates 


heretofore free, that uxI Ess THE Mosr WATCHFUL 
ATTENTION AE EXERTBD, ANW SERVITUDE MAY BE | 
SLIPPED UPON US, UNDER THE SANCTION .OF USUAL 
AND RESPECTABLE TERMS. | e 


the titles of tribunical and diqtatoriul authorities, old and 
venerable dignities, known in the moſt flouriſhing 
times of freedom. In imitation of the ſame policy, 


James II. when he meant to eſtabliſn popery, talked of 


iberty of conſcience, the moſt ſacred of all liberties; 


Le had, thereby almoſt deceived the Diſſenters into 


ſtruction, 


Arx artful rulers, who ſtrive to extend their power 
beyond its juſt limits, endeavor to give to their attempts 


* 


as much ſemblance of legality as poſſible. Thoſe who 


ſucceed them may venture to go a little further; for 


each new encroachment will be ſtrengthened by 'A 


former. < + That which is now ſupported by exam- 
-ples, growing old, will become an example itſelf,” 
and thus ſupport freſh uſurpatians.' 


A -FREE people therefore can never be too quick in 


obſerving, nor too firm in oppoſing the beginnin 
of alteration either in form or reality, reſpecting 'infti 
8 Kind of 


tutions formed for their ſecurity. Ihe firſt 


alterstion leads to the laſt: Yet, on the other hand, 


+ Tacrrvs, 


— 


\ 5 


"" WI 
not is more certain, that thäk che of libe 
noting ee. hen the ſu hau 2 — 4 


er Reg" =e> Te le, kiliety 
erer giveth liße te e enn 


Lowiuu beg leave to n A * a 4 
* e The crown, by the conſtitution, has the 
prerogative of creating peers. The exiſtence of that 
order, in due number and dignity, is eſſential to the 
cConſtitution; and if the crown did not exerciſe that 
prerogative,” the peerage muſt: have long ſihce dev 


creaſed ſo much as to have loft! its proper influence! 


Suppoſe a prince, for ſome unjuſt purpoſes, ſhould, 
from time to time, advance ſo many needy, profligate* 
wretches to that rank, that all the independence ot the 
houſe of lords ſhould be deſtroyed; there would then 
be a manifeſt violation of the conſtitution, under the 
— of wing legal prerogative. . | 


I? | 
Tur houſe of commons claim tie reis % 


forming all money bills, and will not ſuffer either 


the otner branches of the legiſlature to add to, or alter 


them; contending that their power: ſimply, extends to 
an acceptance or rejection of them, This grivilegs, 
appears to be juſt”: but under pretence ot this juſt 
privilege, the houſe of commons has claimed a licence; 
of taeking to money bills, clauſes; relating to things of 
a- totally different kind, and, thus forcing them in a. 
manner on the king and lords. This Fa, to: be an 
abuſe of that privilege, and it may be vaſtly more; 
abuſed, -Suppole a future houſe, influenced by ſome dif. 

diſcontented demagogues in a time of gan- 
ger. ſhould tack to a money bill, e ſo injuri- 
ous to che king and peers, that they -wou 


it ; the whole kingdom would be expoſe ruin by, 


themi under the een 1 eme e. 
* rr e N 44441 13 1 So A 
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to it, and yet the commons mould obſtinat nay iafiſt on? 
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lx theſe caſes it might be difficult for a while to de- 
termine, whether the king intended to exerciſe his 


prerogative in a conſtitutional. manner or not; or 


ouſly, or for the public good: But ſurely the conduct 
of the crown or of the houſe, would in time ſufficiently 
n 4 . L 


- . 


J £014 


Ovonr not the yzopLE therefore to watch? to ob- 
ſerve facts? to ſearch into cauſes ? to inveſtigate 


deſigns? And have they not a right of zupocinc from 
the evidence before them, on no ſlighter points than 
their Iberty and happineſs ? It would be leſs than 
trifling, wherever a Britiſh government is eſtabliſned, 
to — uſe of any arguments to prove ſuch a right. 
It is ſufficient to remind the reader of the day, on the 
anniverſary of which the firſt of theſe letters is dated, 


* I : | * 


Tur nature of any impoſitions laid by parliament o 


theſe colonies, muſt determine the defign in laying” 


them. It may not be eaſy in every inſtance to 
cover that deſign. Wherever it is doubtful, I think 
ſubmiſſion cannot be dangerous; nay, it muſt be 


whether the commons inſiſted on their demand facti- 


I wit. now apply what has been ſaid to the preſent 
ꝛeſtion, ; EAA 1 DOR AUS 


1 


right; for, in my opinion, there is no privilege theſe 


colonies claim, which they ought in duty and prudence 


more earneſtly to maintain and defend, than the au- 


thority of the Britiſh parliament to regylate the trade 


of all her dominions. Without this authority, the 


benefits ſne enjoys from our commerce, muſt be loſt to 
her: The bleſſings we enjoy from our dependence 


upon her, muſt be loſt to us. Her ſtrength muſt de- 
Fay ; her for vaniſh ; and ſhe cannot ſuffer without 


our partaking in her misfortune. Let us therefore” 
ſo ber intereſts as our own, and give ber every thing, | 


that it becomes FREEMEN #0 give or to receive. 


Tur 


1 5 


Try nature of any impoſitions ſhe may lay upon us 
may, in general, be known, by conſidering how far 
they relate to the preſerving, in due order, the con- 
nection between the ſeveral parts of the Britih * 
One ching we may be aſſured of, which is this When 
ever ſhe impoſes duties on commodities, to be paid 
only upon their exportation from Great. Britain ta theſe 
colonies, it is not a regulation of trade, hut a deſign, 
to raiſe a revenue upon us. Other inſtances may hap»: 
pen, which it may not be necefſary at preſent to dwell, 
on. I hope theſe colonies will never, to their lateſt 


exiſtence, want underſtanding ſufficient to diſcoyer 


the intentions of thoſe who rule over them, hor the 
reſolution neceſſary for aſſerting their intereſts. . They 
will always have the ſame je Ag that all free ſtates 
have, of judging when their privileges are invaded, 
and of uſing all prudent meaſures for preſerving them. 
Quocirca vine furt, 
FHortiaque adverſis opponite peftora rebusp. 
Wherefore keep up your ſpitits, and gallantly. 
oppoſe this adverſe. courſe of affairs. 
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His etter is intended more particularly for ſuen- 
Fot you; whoſe' employments in lite may hawr 
nted your attending to the conſideration of ſome 


points that are of great and public importance: For 


ſuch perſons there muſt be even in theſe colonies; 
where the inhabitants in general are more intelligent 
than any other people whatever, as has been remafked 
by rangers, and it ſeems with reaſon. 


Sour of ybu, perhaps, filled, as 1 know yout'breafts * 


afe; with loyalty to our moſt excellent Prince, and 
with love to our dear mother country, may frel your- 


ſelves inclined, by the affections of your hearrs; to- 
approve every action of thoſe whom you ſo much ve- 


nerate and eſteemm. A prejudice thus flowing from 


göodnefs of diſpoſition,” is amiable” indeed; I wiſh it 
could be indulged without” danger. Did 1 think this 
poſſible, the error ſhould have been adopted, and not 


oppoſed by me. But in truth, all men are ſubje& to 


the frailties of nature; and therefore whatever regard 
we entertain for the perſons of thole who govern us, 


wie ſhould always remember that their conduct, as 7. 


lers, may be influenced by human infirmities. 


Wurx any laws, injurious to theſe colonies, are 
paſſed, we cannot ſuppoſe, that any injury was intend- 


ed us by his Majeſty, or the Lords. For the aſſent of 


the crown and peers to laws, ſeems, as far as I am able 
to Jobs to have been veſted in them, more for their 
own ſecurity, than for any other purpoſe. ' On the 


other hand, it is the particular buſineſs of the people, to 


enquire and diſcover what regulations are uſeful for 
themſelves, and to digeft and preſent them in the form 
of bills, to the other orders, to have them enacted in- 
| / 8 


L 1] 


to laws. Where theſe laws are to bind. nbemſalues, it 
may be / expected, that the houſe of commons will. very 
carefully conſider them: But when they are making 
laws: that are not deſigned to bind themſelves, we gan- 
not imagine that their deliberations will be as cauti- 
ous and ſcrupulous, as in their own caſe. L 


..* Ma ee ight be produced of the tpaorqina- 
ty inattegtion with which bills Iver E 
TColonies, have paſſed in barliament z which is owing, as it. is Apoced, 
*. bills ren in by the perſons who have points: to carry, 
fo, artfully framed, that ic i 

the hafte of buſineſs, todifcover their tendency. 

The following inſtaaces/ſhew the truth of this remark. When Mr. 
Green ville, in the violence of refarmation, formed the * 9. III. 
Chap. 1 5th, for regulating the American trade, the word ** Ireland“ 
was dropt in the clauſe relating to our iron and lumber, ſo that we 


Thi was thele ee wong part of £Earope, but to Grea! Brjtain. 


is was ſo unre iſonable a reſtrictian, and fo contrary, to the ſentiments 


of the legiſlature for many yeats before, that it is, ſurpriaing it ſhoald 

not have: been taken notice of in the houſe. However the bill pa 

nto a law. But when the matter was explained, * reſtriction n 

aken off by a ſubſequent act. I cannot poſitively ſay how long after 

the taking off this ceſtriction, as I have not the act, but Trhink, in leſs 

Yup 13 months, another act of parliament paſſed, in which. the word 
*c Iy 


eland” was |.ft out, juſt as it had been before. The matter being 


a ſecond time explained, was a ſecond time regulated. 


ONE word so VERY GRE 
_ remarkable z and equall 
enumerated commodity. . | 
The enumeration.was, obtained.(ſays Mr. Ca]. Ga hy one Cale, a 
Captain of a ſhip, employed by a company then trading to Carglag, 
for ſeveral ſhips going from Eugland thither, and -purchaling rice f 
Portugal, prevented the aforeſaid Caplain of a loading. Upon his 022 
W 


A PART or OUR TAADE,jit muſt appear 


| jNow if it be conſi SHIRT A PART of PUR TRADE, ſtruck of eim 
* 


home, he poſſeſſed one Mr. Lowndes, a member of parliament 

was very frequently ed to prepare bills) with an opinion, that car- 
rying rice directly to Pprinzel, was a;prejudice;to the trade of uganda, 
and PRIVATELY got a claule into an act, to make it zu enumerated 
commodity; by which meant be ſecured a freight to himſelf. Bur TRE 
CONSEQUENCE-PROVED A VAST LOSS TO THE NATION.” © 

- Jfias chat (js cloule, “ PRIVATELY got into an act,“ ran THE 
RENEFIT OF CAPTAIN COLE, to the“ VAST Loss OF THE NATION?” 
ie fojfted intothe za aud 4th An. Chap 5th, intituled, An act for 
granting to her Majeſty a further ſubſidy on wines and .merghandy 
imported,” with which it has no more connection, than with 44th Ed. 
ward I. the 34th and 35th of Henry VIII. and the 25th of Charles II. 
WHICH PROVIDE, THAT NO PERSON SHALL BETAXED BUT "BY. H- 
| ede REPRESENTATIVE. | | 

Ws 4] Gee on Trade, page 32. 


t ie is not eaſy for the members in general, in 


is the method by which Rice became an 


— « ＋ q ' 7 | F : 


W | IAM told, that there is 4 wonderful dddrefs fre- 
BH | quently: uſed in carrying points in the houſe of com- 
= mons, by. perſons experienced in theſe affairs;----That 
3 opportunities are watched - and ſometimes votes are 
= || paſſed,” that if all the members had been preſent, 
3 would have been rejected by a great majority. Certain 
= it is; that when a powerful and artful mah has deter- 
= | mined on any meaſure againſt theſe colonies, he has 
W \ Always ſucceeded in his attempt. Perhaps therefore 
| oy it will be proper for us, whenever any oppreſſive 44 
= affecting us is paſſed,” to atttibute it to the inattention 
1 of the members of the houſe of commons, and to the 
14 malevolence or ambition of ſome factious great man, 
3 rather than to any other cauſe, | fig doth | 
oh Now I do wh believe, that the late act of parlia- 
FT | ment, impoſing duties on paper, c. was formed by 
= | Mr. Greenville, and his party, becauſe it is evidently a 


1 | of that plan, by which he endeavoured to render 

| - himſelf por ul Ax at home; and I do alſo believe, that 
not one half of the members of the houſe of commons, 

even of thoſe who heard it read, did perceive how de- 
ſtructive it was to American freedom. For this reaſon 

as it is uſual in Great. Britain, to conſider the King's 

| ſpeech as the ſpeech of the miniſtry, it may be right 

here to conſider this act as the act of a party perhaps 
I ſhould ſpeak more properly, if I was to uſe another 
8 wks ache ol eee 


Tuxxx are two ways of laying taxes. One is, by 
. impoſing a certain ſum on particular kinds of proper- 
ty, to be paid by the «ſer or conſumer, or by rating the 
. "perſon at a certain ſum. The other is, by impoſing a 
certain ſum on, particular kinds of property, to be paid 
by the ſeller. + ee Ie 


with certainty that he pays ſo much money for @ tas. 


Wnrzn amen pays the firſt fort of tax; he knows - 
3 The 


"£1 0 
— tor which he pays 46; sene 


it may be; does not occur to him. He is ſenfible too 
that he is commanded and oblige} to phy it 'as 4 tar; and 


therefore e are apt to anne rao or 
of tax. 2 f 140 x WAY 1107 N itn 


1 «vs "fr tu HC 1.49 . 18 * 


» Taz other ſort of tax ed to in 5 — „ if | 


ferent manner. The purchaſer ot an article, very ſel: 


dom reflects that the ſeller raiſes his price; ſo as to in- N 


demnify himſelf for the tax be has paid. He knows 
that the prices of things are continually fluctuating, 


and if he thinks about the tax, he thinks at the ſame 


titne, in all probability, that he migbt have paid as 
much, if the article he buys had not been taxed. He 
gets ſomething vi/ble and — for his money; and 


* Tuis mode de of raxation \ therefor TA EN ſited 


to arbitr vernments. The love 
liberty i Pr ail 0th 


chemes/as-much. as they can tothe appearance ot juſtice 


and reaſon, and to deceive thoſe whom they reſolve. to 


or reſs, b enting to them a miſetab 
Rn news whe ke er is 


- 9 = " 


micht 0 His i 5 ifs, 9360 fit proper 


tax and price ate ſo confounded together, that he can 
not ſeparate, or does not chaly en. fake on trouble of 


a 
ee ee 5 ee 8. v.01 bes 


uman heart, that — | 
25 think the bes cg to accommodate their 


— 


to do ſome * acts, to ſecure the obedience of hs 


ſubjects. Among other thin ie 
wie the twenty fifth part © 
laves, but 1 7 2 in hee than reality 3 for the Feller 
being ordered to bY. it, it became Patt of of the price 00 
ths Super f., 5 ; 
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ſays 2. avitus, <« he re- 


the'price on the ſale of 


8 - —— 
o agate — of Me, Pr PI — pool — * 
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boeh for his falſe 


en Ic W 


„„ ͤ 3 
Tunis is the reflection of the judicious Hiforias ; but 

deluded people uu their intamous Emperor full 

ty. Other nations have 


been treated in the ſame 


different parts of this continent, can inform us, that it 
was this brt of tax that drove them from their native 


land to our woods, e 
undiſturbed freedom.” © | 


- Tank Princes, 1 g- 4 the lo aſa power, | 
and the luſt of avarice, two furies that the more th 


bee rged, the more hungry they grow, tranſgreſſed 


they ought, in regard ro themſelves, to 
have — To keep up the 
minds of ſubjects, there muſt be, 
learned author, ſome x 


tion in the 


5s ave 
n between the im 


and the value of the commodity ; wherefore there ought 


not to he an exceſſive duty upon merchandizes of little 


value. There are countries in which the duty ex- 


ceeds ſeventeen or eighteen times the value of the com- 
modity. ' In this caſe the Prince removes the illuſion, 
His ſubjects plainly ſee they are dealt with in an un- 
reaſonable manner, which Tenders them moſt” exqui- 
ſitely ſenſible of their laviſh ſiruation.”* From hence it 


appears, that ſubjects may be ground down into miſery 


8 well as by the former. 


They will be as much impoveriſhed, if their money is 


taken from them in this way as in the other; and that 


it will be taken, may be more «Rs A 1 


to a few more conſiderations. : 
Tas. merchant or en FE pays * duty at 


fil will not conſent to'be ſo much money out of poc- 


He therefore 2 portionably raiſes the price of 
n * ſaid to be a conteſt * 


o 
S - 


| ee TIE 


me manner the Romans. were, 
The honeſt, induſtrious Germans, who are ſettled in 


6 7 1 


him and che perſon offeri Kering is vag. -who ſhall n 
duty. This mult be decided by the nature of the com · 


they are mere” luxuries; he is t liberty to do 8 h 

pleaſes, and if he buys, he does it voluntarily: But if 
they are abſolute neceſſaries or convemiencies; which uſe 
and cuſtom have made requiſite for the comfort of 
life, and which he is not permitted, by the power 
impoſing the duty, to get dlſewbere,” there the ſeller has 
a plain advantage, and the buyer mi pay the duty, In 


fact, the ſeller is nothing leſs than a collector of the 


modities, and the purchaſer's demand for them. If 


tar for the power that impoſed it. If theſe duties then Ys 


are extended to the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life 
in general, and enormouſly enereaſed, the people muſt 
at length become indeed moſt exquiſitely ſenſible of 
their laviſh ſituation.” Their happineſs > en. 
tirely depends on the — ait ws have — 
EN to un the rr | 
K now ply theſes e bees to * hk 0 5 
of parliament. Certain duties are thereby impoſed on 
and glaſs, imported into theſe colonies.. By the 
ws of Greal- Britain we are prohibited to get theſe ar- 
ticles tromany other part of the world. We cannot at 
preſent, nor for many years to come, tho' we ſhould 
apply ourſelves to theſe manufactures with the utmoſt 
induſtry, make enough ourſelves for our own uſe. 
2 paper and glaſs are not only convenient, but ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for us, T imagine very few will con- 
tend. Some perhaps, who think mankind grew wick- 
ed and — as ſoon as they found dut another 
_ way of communicating theif ſentiments than by ſpeech, 
and another way of A in caves, may advance 
ſo whimſical an opinion. But I preſume no bey Ws 
take the r e of refuting chem. Ft 


Fiore" Uh ben ld ©: tin it evident hit wa 
1 ok paper- ad 3 ee 
| t 


A 


W öð—LOnb 1 


r — * 


5 ; (1008 n y think this act of no conſe 


Hugs circymſtance moſt alarming i to me. For Lam 


nn I 
tg * — 3 — 4 * 1 
* * * n 
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is ſer for us, praiſing the neatneſs of the workmanſhip. 
Suppoſe 


and that the purpoſes to which they are to be applied, 


a ſuppoſed caſe, theſe colonies ought to regard the act 
with abhorrence. For WÜůCnd AE A FREE | PEOPLE ? 


Proper gr is mp toning. 3s being: i 


For where does. their 1 ſtop? At any given number 2 ; 
bs Wes e or Poun 


= + | 32 J 


Pri ; anc>that,we gut payiche duties. impoſed; was 


thoſe; who ſell theſe articles, are ſo ee as to 
make us preſents of the duties they ben 


equence, f 
duties are ſo ſmall. A fatal error. bat is 


e that che authors of this law would never 5 


not intended by: it to e bliſh A precedent H 
for Ca rnd va Toconſole ourſelves with the ſmallneſs 
2 the duties, is to walk deliberately into the ſnare that 


duties impoſed by the late act could — 
paid by. theſe diſtreſſed colonies with the utmoſt . eaſe, 


were the, moſt reaſonable andequitable that can be con- 
ceived, the contrary of which I hope to demonſtrate 
before theſe letters are concluded; yet even in ſuch 


Not thoſe, over whom government is reaſonably and 
equitably exerciſed, but boſe, Who live. under a, 2 
vernment ſo conſtitutionally checked and controuled, that 


FTP 


=, Jas aft is. 3 on 5 dedrucdion 'of 4 | 
conſtitutional ſecurity. If the parliament have a right 
to lay a duty of Four Fhillings and Eight - pence on a © 
hundred weight of glaſs, or a ream of paper, they have 
a right to lay a duty ot any other ſum on either. They 
may raiſe the duty, as 4 author before quoted ſays 
has been done in 2868 countries till it . exceeds leyens ; 
teen or gighteen times they value of the commodity,” - 
In ſhort, - % they Dane 4 ht to levy a tax of one penny - 
upon us; they have a right to levy a million upon us 


. 8 4; . N - 


al i 


4 - gp ase e 
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iſ 53 1 £4 . 
their right, after granting ir w exiſt at . is as contra- 


ry to reaſon----as granting it to exiſt at all, is contrary 
to juſtice, If they have any "right to tax \ns<=-then, 
whether our own money {hall continue in our, own post 
or not, depends no longer on u, but on 
+; There is nothing which” we-< can call our -w] © 
or, to ule the words of Mr. Lasten WHAT. PROPERTY | 
ave? we 60, Id THAT, WHICH ANOTHER Mar, BY 
RIGHT, lx, WHEN HE ruba fis, 40 ee 
9 


Tuxsx duties, which will inevitably be levied: u 
us which are now levying upon us are exprejly 5 


FOR rut SOLE PURPOSES OF TAKJNQ MONEY, This 

is the true definition of . They are theretore | 

taxes; This money is to be taken from ut. Ms are there - 

fore taxed. Thoſe who are waxed without their own con 

ſent, exp * themſelves or their repreſentatives, 

are Baud.” e taxed without our own conſent,” cx, 

preſſed. by eld 5 or our repreſentatives. We are 

eee *SLAVES, * AIC e 
| I ſerable valgus 5 1250 with 13237 

11 5 5 | Med arty berker 3 a 


reren 1 er oo 4d 


t is my opinion, that this kingdom has no right” to m_ A real 
on the colonieg. 2302 The Americans are the Sons, not the 848 
TARDS of England.” ---** The. diſtinftion between LEGISLATION od 
TAXATION is eſſentially neceſſary to liberty. The commons | 
2 re ſaves in their ſeveral aſſemblies, bave ever been in a | 
ion of this their conftitutional right, of c1y18nG AND GRANTI 
REIA, OWN MONEY. They would have been SLAYES, if they had 
not enjoyed 1 it.“ « The idea of a virtual r reſtntation. of dmerica \ in 
this houſe, is the moſt contemptible idea, that ever entered into the 
head of man. It does not deſerve a ferious refutation.”” 
. Mr. Pitt's /pcech on the Stamp. AA. 
That great and excellent man Lord Cab4n, maintains the Ee 
| opinion. His ſpeech in the houſe of peers, on the declaratory bill of - 
by lavereignty of Great-Britain over the colonies, has lately appeared. - 
our papers. The 1 0 extracts fo perfectly agree with, and 
afirm the ſentiments avowed in theſe letters, that it is hoped the i in- 
a ertin them in this note will be excuſed, 
15 the Affair is of the u importance, and in its conſequences 
way ** the fate of PP ty 1 . the ſtricteſt review of my ar- 
2 ; 
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+ My dear CounTRYMEN, , 


* 
. , 


YT N my opinion, a dangerous example is ſet in the 
laſt act ide to theſe colonies. The power of 
parliament to levy money upon us for raiſing a revenue, 
* and exerted. Regarding the act on 
this ſingle principle, I muſt again repeat, and I think 


. 


23 


it my duty to repeat, that 8 
OE 1 v * , 0 


J 9 
» 


* 


conſtitutiona s.. 
uments ; I re- examined all ies; fully determined if 1 
found myſelf miſtaken, publickly to own my miſtake, and give up m 
opinion : But my ſearches have more and more convinced me, that t 
Britiſh partiement have VO RIGHT 70 TAX the Americans,”---** Nor 
is the doctrine new it is as old as the the conſtirgtion ; it grew up with 
it; indeed it is its ſupport.”---** TAXATION and REPRESENTATION 
are infeparably united. G60 D hath joined them: No Brrrif& parlia - 
ment can-ſcperate them: To endeavour to do it, is to ſtab our vitals,” 
„ My jon is this---I repeat it: -I will maintain it to my Jaſt 
hour---FTAXATION and REPRESENTATION are infeperable --this poſition 
is founded on the laws of nature; it is more, it it itſelf au ETERNAL 
LAW OF NATURE; for whatever is a man's on, is abſclutely his on; 
No MAN HATH 4A RIGHT TO FAKE IT FROM HIM WITHOUT is con- 


SENT, either expreſſed by himſelf or repreſentative ; , whoever attempts 


to do it, attempts an injury; WHOEVER DOES IT, COMMITS A ROBEE. 


NT; HB THROWS DOWN THE BISTINCTION BETWEEN LIBERTY AND 
AER.“ “ There is not a blade of graſs, in the moſt obſcure cor- 
ner of the kindom, which is not, which was not ever repreſented, ſince 


the conſtitution began: There is not ablade-of graſs, which, when tax- 


cl, tet taxed by the conſent of the proprietor.” ** The foretaghers of 


7 


; 


the Americans did not leave their native country, and ſubje& themſelves 
to every danger and diftreſs, TO BE KEDUCED To A.STATE OF 5LA- 
VERY. They did not give up their rights: They looked for protecion, 
not jor CRAIns, from their mother country. By her th expekted 

defended in the poſſeſſion of their property, and not to be depriv- 
ed of it: For ſhopld the preſent power continue, THERE 1s NOTHING 


. WHICH THEY CAN CALL THEIR. OWN or, to.uſe the words of Mr, 


Locle, WHAT PROPERTY HAVE THEY IN THAT, WHICH ANO- 
THER MAY, BY RIGHT, TAKE, HEN HE PLEASES, TO HIMSELF?" 
It js impoſſible to read this ſpeech, and Mr. Pitti, arid not be charm- 
2 with the generous zeal for the rights of mankind that glows in every 
ntence. Theſe great and good men, animated by the ſubject th 
ak upon, ſeem to riſe above all the former glorious — foo 
eir abilities. A foreigner might be tempted to think they-are Ameri. 


* 


cans, aſſerting with all the ardor of patriotiſm, and all the anxiety © 


apprehenſion, the cauſe of their native land---and not Britons, ſtriving 
to op their miſtaken countrymen from oppreſſing others. Their rea: 
ſoning is not only juſt---it is, as Mr. Hume ſays of the eloquence 
Demoſthenes, vellement.“ It is diſdain, anger, boldneſs, f 

in voſved in à continual ſtream of argument, 


e 1 Ye, 


Ne mib;\who-eonfiders che condult of the parlia- 


. fince the 


repeal of the Stamp AF, and the diſpo- 
ſition of many 


people at home, can doubt, that the 


chief object of attention there, is, to uſe Mr. Gruen 
villes expreſſion, * providing that the pzxezNDENCE 


and OBEDIEN- B cp aA ws be _— and; min- 
e 9 | | 


bebt the lhe of NY e WY 
repealing the Stamp Al, an act paſſed, declarin Sx 
power 
whatever. This however was only planting a barren 
tree, that caſt a ade 
yielded no fruit. It bein determined to enforce the 
authority on which the Szamp-A# was founded, the 


N having never renounced the right, as Me. 


itt adviſed — to do; and it being thought proper 
to diſguiſe that authority in ſuch a matiner, as not 
again to 
"2 2 ed to find a method, by which both theſe points 
ould be united. At laſt the ingenuity of Mr. Green- 


ville and his party accompliſhed the matter, as it was 
thou ht, in © an act for granting certain duties in the 


colonies and plantations 1 in America, for allow- 
ing drawbacks,” c. which is the _ of bans act ins 
Ne 08 Papers Sc. 6 5 
Tus parliament "IX a Eee times IRS - 
pO in America; Ir WAS EXPECTED; NO 
DOUBT, THAT THE-REPETITION- or SUCH A MEASURE 


WOULD BE PASSED OVER, AS AN USUAL THING. But 


_ 0, have done this, without 'expreſly aſſerting and 

maintaining the power of parliament. to take our 
money without. our conſent, and to apply it as they 
pleaſe, would not have been, in Mr. Greenville's opi- 
nion, ſufficiently declarative of its OG," nor 
lulicienty depreſũve of &nericas freedom. 
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rliament to bind theſe colonies in all caſes 


indeed over the colonies, but 


alarm the colonies : ſome little time was re- 


Tuzakrex f it is that in this memorable act we 
find it exprefly provided, that money ſhalt be levied 
upon us without bur conſent, for rukros s, that ren- 


1 86. 


der ie I poſſible, more dreadful than the Samp- Ad. 


SES 


objected to, impoſe duties upon the Britsſh colonies, 


a HEY „ 1 N SR. n N 
Tur act, alarming as it was, deelared, the mo- 


ney thereby to be raiſed, ſhould be applied towards 
defraying the expences of defending, protecting and 
ſecuring the Britiſo colonies and 19 in Ame- 
rica: And it is evident from the Whole act, that by 
the word Brit,” were intended colonies and plan- 
tations ſel ed by Britiſh people, and not generally, Bok 


 ſubje#t te the Britiſh cron. That act therefore ſeemed 


to have ſomething gentle and kind in its intention, 
and to aim only at our, own welfare: But the act now 


< to defray the expences of defending, protecting and 
Fd . bg . 5 2 11 33 — 2 95 f vow 
&curing bis Majeſty's, pownions #7 America.” 
Wuar a change of words! What ati incomputable-ad- 
dition to the expences intended by the Stamp- AZ 
His Majeſty's bouixions“ comprehend not only be 


Britiſh colonies, but alſo the conquered provinces of Cana- 


* 


da and Florida, and the Britiſh garriſons of Nova Scotia ; 
for theſe do not deſerve the name of colanie. 
& MC i. # $4 > SAS a# 2 oy ‚ e n _ 
Waar juſtice is there in making vs pay for de- 
fending, protecting and ſecuring” THesz PLacss?. 
What benefit can we, or have we ever derived from 
them! None of them was conquered for us; nor will 
« be defended, protected or ſecured” fi s. 
ea as 1 5 $4 | A I 7 12 25 * 1 tat 7 F> 7-3 IP 
| In fact, however advantageous the ſubduing or 


keeping any of theſe countries may be to Great- Britain, 


the acquiſition ' is greatly injurious to theſe "colonies. 


Our chief property conſiſts in lande. Theſe would 


have been of much greater value, if ſuch prodigious 
additions had not heen made to the Briryſo territories 


1 4 


1 57 1 


on n., The natural - increaſe of o own | jt 
people, if confined within the-.colonies, would have | F 
raiſed the value ſtill higher and higher every fifteen or q 
twenty years: Beſides we. ſhould have lived ore . 
compactly together, and have been therefore more able 
to reſiſt any enemy. But now the inhabitants will be 
thinly ſcattered over an immenſe region, as thoſe who 


. 3 2 8 - 2 


Want ſettlements, will chuſe to make new a rather 
: Any great. prices for ans 75d orb 24 1 
tee Nun Ul. 


3 are che conſequences to the colonies, of the 
rty aſſiſtance they gave to Great. Britain in the late 
= = war undertaken folely for ber own benefit. The 
of it were; the ſecuring to herfelf the richt tracts 
of land on the back of theſe colonies, with the [ndiat 
trade; and Nova-Stotia, with. the fiſhery. ' Theſe. a | 1 
much more, bas that kindom gained; but the inferiar am 1 
mals, that hunted with the lion, have been ein Bp? 
| 75 og for -_ the ſweat and blood their ar +: — 
| the honor of en 8 and bled'in hal 
compu: 1 Gt y : 
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zi "ry WILL not 80 fo (ee to fay,. Frey Canads phe. Ne: 

va-Scotia are curbs on New- England; the cham of forts 
through the back woods, on the 22 Provinces; 
and Florida, on the ret: But 1, will venture to lay, 
that, if the products of Canada, Nova- Scotia, and Flo- 
rida, deſerve any conſideration, the two firſt of them 
are only rivals of our N orthery {910% and the "NY ; 
of our Southern, . | * 


e — 


. 12 \ * 2} 
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Ix has been Taidy that widhout the alen of theſe 
countries, the colonies could not have been pro- 
tected, defended; and ſecured?” It that is true, it 
may with as much propriety be ſaid, that Great- 
Britain could not have becn· defended, protected, 
and . without that conqueſt: For the colo- 
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mies nn wich it ac cheat | 
ber as them to keep ware * ren e 8 power 
10 12 93 wig 2431 

Bur theſe colonies; ö choþpidthe much 3 
Abende themſelves, betore this. Conqueſt! was made ; 
and could again do it, againſt any that might properly 
be called ſbeir Enemies. If France and Spain indeed 
ſhould attack them, 'as members f the | Britiſh empire, 
perhaps they might bediftieſſed ; but it would be in 
a Britiſb 8 


© - 


5 72 20 Eee Secu 1 hone — 1 or the 6 ae of 
people in Canada, does not make them exceed 90,000, 
Hlerida en hardly be ſaid to have any e It 

15 computed that there are in our golonies 3,000,000. 

Our force therefore mult increaſe with a diſproportion 

to the Aale ot, 5 ns that. ae enge us 
JEN i us wh 0 712 HO LO 

This Was the 2 flate of. the caſe, Ic cannot, N it 
juft that theſe colonies, labouring under fo many mis- 
fortunes, ſhould be loaded with taxes, to maintain 
countries, not only not uſeful, but hurtful to them. 

The ſupport of Canada and Florida coſt yearly, it is 

ſaid, half a million ſterling. From hence, we 
make ſome gueſs of the load that is to be laid npon vs; 

for we are not only to defend, protect and cure N 

them, but alſo to make © an adequate proviſion for 

defraying the charge of the adminiſtration' of juſtice, 
and the fupport of civil government, in tuch provihces 

where it all b. be tound e . 8 


Nor one ol the -provinces of Canada, Nog Suetia, 
or Florida, has ever defrayed theſe expences 4vithin itſelf : 
And if the duties impoſed by the laſt Fatute. are col- 
lected, all of them. together, according to the beſt in- 
formation I can get, will not pay one quarter as nuch as 
Feen nh So that the Britiſh colomes. AY to 


- 


e 6 1 85 
be drained of the rewards of their labor, to chleriſh the 
ſcorching fands of Florida, anſt the icy rocks of Cunada 
and Nova. Scotia, which never will return td us one 
farthing that we kung to them. dr 3 Hig 1 bi 
n 12 3d ry enoviti 3 190 T-.-; DURA. * $%Y 1 
GaEAT-BNITAIN I ad the migiſtty m Great 
Britain, has cantoned Canada and Flyridu out into five © 
or fix governments, and may form as many more. There 
now are fourteen or fifteen regiments on this continent; 
and there ſoon may be as mam more. To make an 


proviſion”. rox ALL THESE. enen 
doubt, to be the inberitance of the e 0 Incl; 4d 


= 
4 „ 


TIF RH i Dns 4: 3 2 25 #81 27> 
Ca any man e 4 upon paper, 
Se. are the ſaſt that will be laid for theſe purpoſcs? 
It. is in vain to hope, that becauſe it is imprudent to- 
lay duties on the exportation of manufactures from a 
mother country to colonies, as it may promote manu- . 
factures among them, that this con ideration will "” BK 
vent ſuch a meaſure. | F 


;  Awprriovs, artful men have made it popular, and 
whatever injuſtice or deſtruction will attend it in the 


opinion of the ne, at home it ll be We juſt 
ns ſalutary “. 

Tur people of Great-Britain will be told, ad have 
been told, that they are ſinking under an immenſe 
debr--+tha oreat part of this debt has' been contracted 

= defending | the colonies----that zheſe are ſo ungrate- 
ful and undutiful, that they will not contribute one 
mite do its payment nor even to the ſupport of the 
ö army now kept up for their defence and ſecurityꝰ 
that they are rolling in wealth, and are of ſo bold and 
nen a (pans that Wer. are aiming at indepen- 
| H 2 : dence, 
"oe &« 80 credulens, as . as obflinate, are the people in believing 


every E Wwe 988 their revailing paſſion. 
£ Hume + of England. 


US -- 


dence---that the only way to retain cher 1 in '**-0bedi- 
ence;”." is to keep a ſtrict watch over them, and to 
draw off part of their riches in taxes and that every 


burden laid upon hem, is taking off ſo much from 


Great-Britain.---Theſe aſſertions will be ge enerally be- 
lieved, and the people will be perſuaded that — can- 


not be too angry with their Colonies, as _ —_ 


hae be e to themſelves. E 0 
11 truth, Greah Britain he receives any . 

from Canada, Nova - Scotia and Florida; and therefore 

ſhe alone ought to mainthin them. The old maxim of 

the law is drawn from reaſon and juſtice, and never 

ne we more properly applied, chan in this caſe. * 

< £2] Qui ſentit commodum, ' ſentire debet et anus. 
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u K Hh its beet on the PURPOSES 
1 for which money is to be levied upon us by the 
ate act of parliament. 1 ſhall now offer to your con- 
Hderation” ſome further” refleftions- on that ſubject: 
And, unleſs, I am g 5 0 miſtaken, if theſe purpoſes 
Are dccomplicbed 5 to the expreſſed intention 
of the act, they will be ag effectuaſſy to /uper/ede 
that authority 1 in our reſpective afſemblies, which is 

efſential to liberty. The queſtion is not, whether 
tome. Branches ſha be opt off.. The axe is laid to 


| * periſh, if we remain idle ſpectators of the work. 


No free p people eyer exiſted, or can ever exiſt, with- 
out lep to uſe a common, but ſtrong expreſſion, 


the ſtrings, jn their on hands. Where this 


is the caſe, they Have a conflitutional check upon the ad- 
miniſtration, which may thereby be brought into order 
without violence? But where ſuch a power is not lodged 
in the people, oppreſſion proceeds uncontrouled in its 


"career, tilt the governed, tranſpor ted · into rage, ſeek 


*redrefs 1 in the — wo blood and confuſion. © 


ohw: Seats : ONT 0 


Tur . andi ingenious Mr. A Pakſug of 
3h Anglo Nerman government, 'fays---. Princes and 
Miniſters were too ignorant, to be themſelves ſenſible 


| of the advantage attending an equitable adminiſtrati- 
on, and there was no eftabliſhed council or aſſembly, 
vnren COULD PROTECT rug PEOPLE, and BY WIr E- 
© DRAWING SUPPLIES; regularly and vpRAOEAEUT admo- 
niſh rhe king of his duty, and ungvRrE” TAE FXECU- 

ion or THE Laws.“ FAME en ene 


| Tavs 


Th, 


the root of the tree; and the whole body muſt infal- | 
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Tnus this great man, whoſe political reflections are 
ſo much admired, makes 7his\ power one of the foun- 
eee eee, ns ts hot ord ras 

TRR Engliſh hiſtory abounds with inſtances, proving 
that this is the proper and ſucceſsful way to obtain re- 
dreſs of grievances. How often have kings and 
niſters endeavoured to throw off this legal curb up 
chem, by attempting to raiſe money by a variety 
inventions, under pretence of law, without having 
recourſe to parliament? And how often have they 
been brought to reaſon, and peaceably obliged. ro do 
juſtice, by the exertion of this conſtitutional authority 
of the people, veſted in their repreſentatives ? 


4 


N ) 18 7 81 7 net 448; 1 +; \ * 1 hb, ' | 5 1 | 5 
Tux inhabitants of theſe golonies have, on num- 
berleſs occaſions, reaped the benefit of this authority 
ledge? e e ings vigil 
«Ws FREE „ 4 CY 4%, 4 ISS +. . 3 — 4 


Ix has been for a long time, and now is, a conſtant Y 
_ inſtruction to all governors, 10 obtain a PERMANENT 

* ſupport for "the offices.of government. But as the author 

of © the adminiſtration. of the colonies”. ſays,, this 
order of the crown is generally, if not univerſally, re- 

Red by the legiſlatures of the colonies. . 


ru i 5 ED9D01HOINSTEIGO een $03 (if 

Iuxx perfectly know how. much their grievances 
would be regarded, if they had 20 other method of 

engaging attention, than by complaining. Thoſe who 
rule, are extremely apt to think well of the conſtruc- 
tions made by themſelves in ſupport of their on power. 
 . Theſe; are frequently. erroneous, and pernicious to 
to thoſe they govern. Dry remonſtrances, to ſhew 
that ſuch conſtructions are wrong and oppreſſive, 
carty very little weight with them, in the, opinions of 
54 who. gratify their own inclinations n making 
theſe conſtructions. They caxxor underſtanq the rea- 

ſoning that oppoſes heir power and deſires.] But let 

298k - 7855 1 * 


"1 
* td 
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it een rbelr intereſt to underſtand ſuch n 
and a wonderful light is inſtantly thrown, upon the mat 
ter; and then, rejected remonſtrances become as clear 


| ante 66 nam gene Wo 1e mrs 0 21 
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wks three moſt eee e ths our akon 
— ort any legiſlatures — provide for, are, Firſt 
the defence of the ſociety: Secondlv. - the adminiſtra- 
tion of — And eee er wang 
r e t e 2750.00 wel 
, PRE d 26079: Auen 4 51-306 
Mons can properly cantons expence 1 e 
ing proviſion fot theſe occaſions, but the neceſſries of 
the ſociety ; its abilities; the convenienqy of the modes 


40 


of levying money in it; the manner in which the laws 


have been executed: and the condult of the officyrs of 
government: All which are eircumſtances, that cannot 
poſſibly be properly known, but by the —_— itſelf; 


or if they ſhould be known, will not 8 en | 


perly let bur by thar ſociety. Ge 
a &: ti TE Z 


=o be-raiſed en us by * — Ame our 
ak”, for our defence,“ thole who are the judges 
in levying it, muſt alſo be the judges in applying it. Of 
conſequence the money ſid to be taken from us for 


our defence, nay be employed to our injury. We may 
be chained in by a line of fortifications - obliged to 


| | x Fog the building and maintaining them and be 


that they are for our defence. With what face 
can we diſpute the fact, after having granted that thoſe 
who apph the money, had a rig = to levy it? For 
sey ic is much eaſſer for their wiſdom to underſtand 
how to apply it in the beſt manner, than how to levy 


it in the beſt manner. Beſides, the right of levying 


is of infinitely more conſequence, than that of applying. 

The people of England, who would burſt out into fury, 

if the crown thould ee to 25 money by irs own 
$4 N e bet 
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nn have ey afſigned to che ratm-the mpg 
tien eee 18 750 « rant hd Whine e to; 

om 593 . 
| 2 8 to © the adminiſtration- of juſkice? inks: 3 
ougnht, in a well regulated ſtate, to be equally inde- 
pendent of the executive and legiſſative powers. Thus 
in England, judges hold; their commiſſions from the 
crown - during good bebaviour, and have ſalaries, 
ſuitable to their dignity, ſttiled on them by parliament. 
The purity of the courts of law ſince this eſtabliſhmentz 
ls 4 IE of the wiſdom with which it was ent, | 


D #9 viel yet ian gory { 

15 Re + In theſe ealoningy' how — a in every; 

attempt to have judges appointed **'during: good bebg: 

vir? Yet-whoever conſiders the matter wilt ſoon per- 

ceiye, that ſuch commiſſions art beyond all compariſon 

more * in 100 e —_ e in 
lm 1 £743 _ 1 d amog 


Tun G — op b fabled abbey Nr fron 
the arbitrary de/igns of the crown; but here, the time 
may come, when we may have to contend with the 
deſgns of tbe crown; and of a: mighty kingdam. What 
then muſt be our chance; When the laws of life and 
death are to be ſpoken by judges totally dependent on 
that crown, and that kingdom ſent over perhaps from 
thence filled with Britiſh preſudicts and backed by a 
| 3 army---lupported out: of oux o.,] , pocke 

<« aſſert and maintain” ouRowN- egen and 

| obedience. Bi ene MET 4 
Bur ſuppoſing lhe through the ada ore that 
will prevail in the government through all future ages; 
theſe colonies will never behold- any thing like: the 
campaign of chief juſtice Feffereys, yet what 1nnumera- 
ble acts of injuſtice may be committed, and how fatal- 
ly may the principles ot liberty be ſapped by a ſucceſ: 


ſion of judges uzterly . 5 the people ? Before 
e ſuch 


5 Rafe » 
* 


t 2 3 


| ſuch judges the ſupple wretches, who chearfully join 
in avowing ſentiments inconſiſtent with freedom, will 
always meet with ſmiles ; while the honeſt and brave 
men, who diſdain to keriflee their native land to their 
bon advantage, but on every occaſion boldly vindicate 
her cauſe, will —_— wy . with frowns. in 


"© Sikhs are tw other bend tien rag to this 
me that deſerve the moſt ſerious attention. 


By the late ac, the officers of che eue 1e . im 
to enter into any Bovse, warehouſe, ſhop, 
— or other place, in the Britiſh colonies or planta- 
tions in America,” to ſearch for or ſeize prohibited or 
unaccuſtomed goods,” Sc. on © writs granted by the 
ſuperior or ſupreme court of juſtice, ' having juriſdiction 
woes ſuch n or ne reſpectively. * 5 
Ir ve only reflect, chat the judges of cheſs bolt 
are to be during pleaſure--«that they are to have ade- 
quate proviſion” — for them, which is to continue 
during their complaiſant bebavior---chat they may be 
ſtrangers to thele oolonies.— what an engine of oppretion 
T7 this IEP be in ford hands f 


a well aware, that webs: of this” kind high be 
priced 6 home, under the ſeal of the court of ex 


chequer: But I know alſo; that the greateſt aſſerters of 


the rights of Engliſpmen have always ftrenuouſly con- 

tended, that ſueb a power was dangerous to freedom, 
and expreſsly contrary to the common law, which ever 

ee A man 8 4 5 as * — or a place of Ner- 5 


ws 1 mee 1 55 
1 i 01 1 


- be ſuch power 1 en in wor leaſt a Aetiderodes 
there, it N be utterly deſtructive to liberty Here. 
For the people there have two ſecurities againſt the un- 
de eerciſe — . 2 * 1 rer which are 

| wanting 
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| 5068 tak e Day our money. J Wed 


3 with us, if the late 3 place. In the | 
firſt place, if any injuſtice is done there, the perſon. in 
my may 1 his action againſt the offender, and 
mon it tried before 1INDEPENDENT- JUDGES, who are“ 
NO. PARTIES -IN,COMMITTING TH8E//INJURY. © Here he 
muſt have it tried before END JUDGES, TAY 
ye men WHO GRANTED THE WRIT. 


* 


To far. that the cauſe. is to be * by a e 
never reconcile men who have any idea of freedom, to 
ſuch a power. For we know that ſheriffs in almoſt every 
colony on this continent, are totally dependent on the 
crown; and packing of juries has been frequently 
\prattſed even in the capital of the - Britiſh: empire. 
ven if juries are well inclined, we have too many in- 
ſtagces of the influence of over- bearing unjuſt judges 
upon them. The brave and wiſe men who accompliſhed 
the revolution, thought the bay” mam f 2 
e to freedom. dt e e of 


N „Tus — ſecurity which the people hve: at home, 
but which we ſhall want here, is this. W 
a * this power is cate there, the parliament, the 
| Scan reſource of the o oppreſſed people, is ready to af- 
ord relief. Redreſs of grievances muſt precede grants 
of money. But what regard can ave expect to have 
paid to our aſſemblies, when they will not hold even 
the puny privilege of French parliaments that of re- 
giſtering, before they are put in nee the _ | 


1 


Fu frond nn en bo 8 wig is "his 
T here is 4 confiſſon in our laws, that is quite unknown 
is e e As this cannot- be yew in a 

* 5 {+7 *Y } IT; ; 1 more 

The write for fearching Pp in Fallen! « are to be ating 


under the ſeal of the court of exchequer, according to the ſtatute 
und that ſeal 3s kept by the chancellor of the exchequer. 


4th Int f. 104. 


more clear or exact manner, than has been done by 1 
the ingenious author of the . of New-York, I beg Ml 
leave to uſe his words. The ſtate of our laws opens A 
a door to much controverſy. © The uncertainty, with 9 
reſpect to them, KtwDeks PROPERTY PRECARIOUS, 1 
and GREATLY EXPOSES us TO THE ARBITRARY DECI- uh 
$10N' OF BAD JUDGES: The common law-of England is | 
generally received, together with ſuch ſtatutes as were 5 
enacted before we had a legiſlature, of our own; but 
our coarts EXERCISE A SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY, in 
determining what parts of the common and ſtatute law 
ought to be extended: For it muſt be admitted, that .-,- 
the difference of circumſtances neceſſarily requires us, in 1 
ſome caſes to KEZ the determination of both. In ma- j 
ny inſtances, they have alſo extended even acts of par- 
lament, paſſed fince we had a "diſtinct legiſlature, 
wbicb is greatly adding to our confuſion. The practice of 
our courts is no leſs uncertuin than the law: Some of 
the Engliſh rules are adopted, others rejected. Tw-oõoũ 
thin ee ſeem to be ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
for the ponrie so-. Firſt, the paſſing an act 
for ſettling the extent of the Engliſh laws. Secondly, 
that the courts ordain a general ſet of rules for the” re- 
nde of the e n 


* 


12 [ $3... * 
How ealy4 it will be, aides this © + ſite of oar laws,” ; 

Jeon artful judge, to act in the moſt arbitrary manner, . | 

and yet cover his conduct under ſpecious pretences z 

and how difficult it will be for the injured people to 

obtain relief, may be readily perceived. We may 

take a voyage of 3000 miles to complain; and after 

the trouble and hazard we have undergone, we may 5 

be told, that the collection of the revenue, and main- c 

tenance of the prerogative, muſt not be diſcouraged--- | 

and if the miſbehavior is ſo groſs as to admit of no juſ⸗ 

tification, it may be ſaid, that it was an error in judg- f 

ment only, ariſing from the confuſion of our laws, and | 

the zeal of the King s ſervants to do their * 5 
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Ir the commiſſions of judges are * the pleaſure 
of the-crown, yet if their ſalaries: are during the-pleaſure 
7 the people, there will be ſome check upon their conduct. 
ew men will conſent; to draw on themſelves the hatred 
and contempt of thoſe among whom they live, for the 
empty honor of being judges, , It is the ſordid love of 
gain, that tempts men to turn their backs on ond 
and pay their homage where n ought not. 


A s to the third 3 « the ſupport of civil 


government, - few words will be ſufficient. Ev 
man of the leaſt underſtanding muſt know, that the 
executive power may be exerciſed. in a manner ſo diſ- 
agreeable and harraſſing to the people, that it is abſo- 
lutely requiſite, that they ſhould be enabled by the 
gentleſt method which human policy has yet been in- 
5 hg enough to invent, that is, by ſbutting tbein 


ands, to apmonisn” ( as Mr. Fins lays.) erwin 
perſons * OF THEIR DUTY.” - 


© ſhall we now think when, upon looking i in 
to the late act, we find the aſſemblies of theſe provinces 
thereby ſtript of their authority on theſe ſeveral heads? 
The declared intention of the act is, ** that a revenue 
ſhould be raiſed I mis MajzsTy's DOMINIONS 
in AMERICA, for making a more certain and adequate 
proviſion for defraying the charge of THE ADMINISTRA+ 
TION OF JUSTICE, and the ſupport of CIVIL GOVERN- 
MENT in ſuch provinces where it ſhall. be found neceſ- 
 fary, and towards further defraying the. expences of D- 
FENDING, TL es AND SECURING - THE SAID 

| DOMINIONS.” ” 


Air the renin pauſe here one moment-and refle&t 
--- whether the colony in which be lives, has not made 
ſuch << certain and adequate proviſion” for theſe pur- 

poſes, as is by the colony Judged ſuitable to its abilities, and 
all other ee Then let him eee 
1 


| ENS EEE 
if this act takes place, money is not to be raiſed on 75a 
colony | without its conſent, tu make * proviſion” for 
theſe purpoſes, which it does not judge to be ſitable to 
its abilities, and all other cirrumſt antes. Laſtly, let him 
reflect Hhether the people of that country are not in 
à ſtate of the moſt abject flavery, whoſe property may be 
taken from them under the notion of right, toben they 
have refuſed to give it. EET WOK Bos 


tw, 


Fon my part, I think I have good reaſon for vindi- 
cating the honor of the affernblies on this continent, 
by publicly aſſerting, that ruEVY have made as cer. 
tain and auequati aroviſionè for the pur poſes abovemention- 
ed, as they aug v have made, and that it ſhould not 
be preſumed, that they will not do it hefeafter. Why 
then ſhould hee moſt importunt truſts be wreſted out of 
their hands? Why ſhould they not now be permitted to 
enjoy that authority, which they have exerciſed from 
the firſt ſettlement of theſe colonies? Why ſhould they 
be ſcandalized by this innovation, when their reſpective 
provinces are now, and will be, for ſeveral years, la- 
bouring under loads of debt, impoſed on them for the 
very purpoſe now ſpoken of? Why ſhould all the in- 
 habitants of theſe colonies be, with the utmoſt indig- 
nity, treated as a herd of deſpicable" ſtupid wretches, 
ſo utterly void of common ſenſe, that they will not even 
make adequate proviſion" for the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and the ſupport of civil government?” among 
them, or for their o.] n“ defence though witho 
ſuch “ proviſion” every people muſt inevitably be 
. overwhelmed with anarchy and deſtruction ? Is it poſ- 
fible to form an idea of a flavery more compleat, more 
miſerable, more diſgraceful, than that of a people, where 
juſtice is adminiſtered, government exerciſed, and a fland- 
ing army maintained, AT THE EXPENCE OF THE PEOPLE, 
and yet WITHOUT TAE LEAST DEPENDENCE: UPON 
THEM? If we can find no relief from this infamous 
fituation, it will be fortunate for us, if Mr. Greenville, - 
5 14 . | ſetting ' 
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they be reduced? The men, whoſe deliberations here- 
. tofore had an influence on every matter relating to the 


ſetting his fertile 6 again at ks can, as oy one 


exertion. of it he has ſtript us of our property and liberty, 
by another deprive us of ſo much of our underſtanding; 
that, unconſcious of what we have been or are, and un- 
goaded by tormenting reflections, we may bow down 
our necks, with all the ſtupid ſerenity of ſervitude, to 


any drudgery, which our lords and en. ſhall pleaſe 
to command. 


= e 


Warn the charges ofthe << F juſtice, ” 
the *« ſupport; of civil government,” and the expences 
of << defending, protecting and ſecuring” us, are pro- 
vided, tor, 1 ſhould be glad to know, upon what 
occaftons the crown will ever call our aſſemblies to- 
gether. . Some few of chem may meet of their own ac- 


cord, by virtue of their charters. But what will they 


have to. do, when they are met? To what ſhadows will 


liberty and happineſs of themſelves and theirconſtituents, 


and whole authority in domeſtic affairs at leaſt, might 
well be compared to that of Roman ſenators, will now - 


find theit deliberations of no more conſequence, than 
thoſe of conſtables. They may perbaps be allowed to 
make laws for the yoking of 4 or the pounding of ſtray 
cattle. Their influence will hardly be permitted to 
extend ſo bigh, as the keeping roads in repair, as that bu- 


ſineſs may more 3 deem Py en "ww bow. 


ceive the public c 

Ort moſt memorable example in Wer is ſo ap- 
plicable to the point now-infiſted. on, that it will form 
a-juſt Senger 9 the eee that _ been 
made. 1 | | 


Foy was once free. aw 1 i our 
parliaments, No money. could be raiſed on the ſubiect, 


wit bout n n. One of their Kings having re- 
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ceivec 


/ ” 2 


* 
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ceived a grant from them, to maintain a war againſt 
the Moors, deſired, that if the ſum which they had 

ven, ſhould not be ſufficient, he might be allowed, 

or that emergency only, to raiſe more money without 
aſſembling the Cortes. The requeſt; was violently op- 
poſed by the beſt and wiſeſt men in the aſſembly, 4 It 
was, however, complied with hy the votes of a ma- 
jority; and this fingle conceſſion was a, pxzcebent r 
for'other conceſſions of the like kind, until at laſt the 
crown obtained a general power of raiſing money, in 
caſes of neceſſity. From that period the Cortes ceaſed 
to be uſeful,---the people ceaſed to be fre. 
2 Venienti occurite morbo. oh * 
|  Oppofe a diſcaſe at its beginning. 
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My dear CounTarmen, N 
H E conſequences, mentioned in the laſt letter, 
1 will not be the utmoſt limits of our miſery and 
infamy, if the late act is pine 4 7 Wo to be binding 
upon us. We feel too ſenſibly, that any mmer 
meaſures * relating to theſe colonies, are ſoon carried 
ſucceſsfully through the parliament, _ Certain pre- 
judices operate there ſo ſtrongly againſt us, that it may 
be juſtly queſtioned, whether all the provinces united, 
will ever be able effectually to call to an account be- 
fore the parliament, any. miniſter Who ſhall abuſe the 


power by the late act given to the crown in America. 
He may divide the ſpoils torn from us in what man- 


ner he pleaſes, and we ſhall have no way of making bim 
"reſponſible. If he ſhould order, that every governor ſhall 


have a yearly falary of 50001. ſterling z every chief 
Juſtice of 3000 l.; every inferior officer in proportion; 
and ſhould then reward the moſt profligate, ignorant, 
or needy dependents on himſelf or his friends, with of F 
places of the greateſt truſt, hecauſe they were of the 
greateſt profit, this would be called an arrangement 
in conſequence of the adequate proviſion for de- 
fraying the charge of the adminiſtration of juſtice, and 


the ſupport of the civil government :” And if the b 
taxes ſhould prove at any time inſufficient to anſwer all 
the expences of the numberleſs offices, which miniſters 

may pleaſe to create, ſurely the members of the houſe b 

of commons will be ſo modeſt,” as not to contra- , 
dict a miniſter” who ſhall alen, it is become ne- 

2 op . ceſſary 6 N 
= * The gentleman muſt not wonder he was not contradifted, when, .. 
as miniſter, he aſſerted the right of parliament to tax America. I know 3 
not how it is, but there is a MODESTY in this houſe, sobich does not ti 


chuſe to contradift a minifler. 1 wiſh gentlemen would get the better of 

this modefly. IF THEY DO NOT, PERHAPS THE COLLECTIVE' BoDY 

MAY BEGIN TO ABATE OFITS RESPECT FOR THE REPRESENTATEVE," 
| Ar. Pitt's Speech. 


* 


1 
ceſſary to lay a new tax upon the colonies, for the lays, 
dable purpoſes of defraying the charges of the ad 
miniſtration of juſtice, and 2 of civil govern- 
ment,“ among them. Thus, in fact, ve Hell be 
faxed by miniſters.” In ſhort," it will bein their power 
ro ſettle upon us any crvIt, ECCLESIASTICAL, 'or i- 
Lira eſtabliſhment, which they 9 
129 Na „o RITES DER 3ST 
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W may percerye, by che example of Helund, how. 
enger miniſters are to ſeize upon any ſettled revenue, 
and apply it in ſupporting their own power. Happy 
are the men, and happy the people, who . grow. wiſe by 
the misfortunes. of others. Farneſtiy, my dear coun- 
try men, do I beſeech the author of all good gifts, that 
you may grow wiſe in this manner; and if I may be 
allowed to take ſuch a liberty, I beg leave to recom- 
mend to you in general, as the beſt method of attain- 
ng this wiſdom, . diligently to ſtudy the hiſtories of 
other countries. You will there find all the arts, that 
can poſſibly be practiſed by cunning rulers, or falſe 
patriots among yourſelves, ſo fully delineated, that, 
changing names, the account would ſerve for your own n 
VCC 
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Ir is pretty well known on this continent, that 
treland has, with a regular conſiſtency of injuſtice, been 
cruelly. treated by miniſters in the article of -penfions ; 

but there are ſome laring to 

that ſubject, which I wiſh. to have better known. 
r ND vr eter Ir T fx. 1 | 
290 denn IRR acer | L 
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+ Within this act . atute 45 r e are all #ewv of-" 
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The revenue, of the croun there ariſes principally 
from the Exciſe granted. ** for pay. of. the army, and de- 
frayins other eoBL1Ic. charges, in defence and preſervation 
of Beige dem the tonage and additional pound- 

. granted. © for protetking the trade. of the kingdom. at: 
725 and augmenting. the, PUBLIC revenue from the 


hearth money granted+---as a, puri revenue, for. 
PUBLIC charges and expences.” There are ſome other 
branches of the revenue, concerning which there is not 
any expreſs appropriation. of then for yu31c ſervice, 
but wt ich were plainly /o intended. ee er e 


Or theft branches of the revenue the crown is only 
truſtee for the public. They are unaliegable. They 
are inapplicable to any other purpoſes, but thoſe for 
which they were eſtabliſhed ; and therefore are not 
 legolly chargeable with penflons. unn 


An enquiry into the legality of penſions on the 7% eftablifiment, 
by: Arbe M*Aulay, San ont of the King's council, Sc. 0 
Mr. M. Aulay concludes his piece in the following beautiful manner. 
. penfron; have been obtained on that eſtabliſhment, to sRAV 
THE 1 or . oor A his Majeſty's re- 
venues of Jie/and have been employed in penſions, o DEBAYCH, RIS. 
 Majesty's 8UBJECTS of . the treaſure of a, 
has been expended in penſions, FOR. CORRUPTING MEN OF TRAT 
KINGDOM TO BETRAY THEIR COUNTRY ; and men of the neighbour» 
ing kingdom to betray both.---If Iriſb penſions have been procured, 
TO. SUPPORT, GAMESTERS AND GAMING+HOUSES ; promoting a.vice 
which threazens national ruin,---If penſions haye been. purloined out.of 
_ the national treafure of Ireland, under hb MASK OF SALARIES Ax 
NEXED' TO PUBLIC OFFICES, 'USELESS. To THE NATION; newly in- 
vented, FOR THE, PURPOSES.OF , CORRUPTION, ---I1t Ireland, jul be- 
ginning to recover from the devaſtations of maſſacre and. rebelizon, ba 
— | d in tlie progreſs of ber cure, BY- SWARMS OF PENSION ARY / 
VULTURES PREYING ON HER VITALS,---If, by ſquandering the nati- 
onal ſubſtance of Ireland, in a LICENTIOUS, UNBOUNDED PROFULION 
oF PENSIONS, inſtead of employing it in nouriſhing and improving her 
infant agriculture, trade and manufattures, or in enligbtning and reform- 
ing her poor, ignorant, deluded, miſerable natives (by nature moſt amia- 


ble, maſt valuable, moſt worthy. of public. and lenge, by fue 


i 


1 abuſe ſe 
of the national ſubſlaace, foth and naftineſe, eld and bunger, nakedueſe and 


| ewreichedueſs, popery, depepulatien . and  barBariſm, ſtill maintain, their 
g ground i Aj deform a country abounging with all the riches of nature, yet; 

iiberto. deſtined to beggary.---It en /PBN$10N$. be found on the. 
Irifþ eſtabliſhment ; let ſuch becut off: And Jet the. perſidions adviſers 
be branded with indelible characters of public infamy; adequate, if; 


(51 
„te * ahothet Kind of revenue, which is 4 pri- 
5 ue wenne! This is fd Mimirkd 0 any public uſes; 
but the crown bas the fame property i in it, that any 
perſon has in his eſtate. This does not amount, at the 
moſt, to Fifteen T houfund Pounds a year, probab] not. 


to Seven, and is the only revenue, gr: can be * 
charged with penflons. | 


* Ty miniſters were 1 to re d whe: ee 
happineſs ot the people, the 2 Ireland would i 
not exceed the ſum juſt mentioned: But long ſince 
have they exceeded that limits, and in December 176g. 
4 motion was made in the houſe of commons in that 
kingdom, to addreſs his Majeſty on the great increaſe. 

of penſions on the Hi eſtabliſhment; FRO. ki 
the ſum of 138,68 1.---in the laſt two years. 


| ArTtemers have been made to gloſs over Abs groſs 
e ee by this ſpecious argument E That 
expending a competent part of the yu REVENUE. 
| nſions, from a principle of charity or generoſity, 
41 to the dignity of the crown ; and is therefore uſe 
to the pynLic,” "Ts give this argument any weight, 
it muſt appear, that the penſions proceed” from charity 
or generaff only and that it “ adds to the 
of the crown,” 1% alt direly contrary to lat 


_ From: this conduct towards Ireland, in open viola: 
tion of law, we may eaſily foreſee what we may expect, 
when a miniſter will have the whole revenue of America 
in his own hands, to be diſpoſed of at his own FEMRE 7 : 
For all the monies raiſed by the late act are to 

plied by virtue of warrants under the ſign mandal, 
dounterſigned by the high treaſufer, or 0 three of 
the commiſſioners of the treaſury,” Phe + xerpur” 
indeed is to be © paid itito the r of the exchequer, 
aid to Be due ed of by parl So that a mis 
niſter will have nothing to do, but 7 take care; 
there ſhall be no refs" * wes 1s ſuperior 0 
We r 
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-  Bz$1pxs the burden of K in Jreland, which have 
In 


* 


enotmouſly encreaſed within theſe few years, almoſt all 


the offices in that poor kingdom, have been, ſince the 
commencement. of the preſent century, and now are 


beſtowed Upon rangers. For tho the merit of per- 


dps born there, Juftly. raiſes, them to places of high; 


truſt when they go abroad, as all Europe can witneſs, 
yet he is an uncommonly lucky Iriſhman, who can get 
a good poſt in his NV cy rp. 


. *. 2 a N CAE Js #4" a 79 OG = 1 L 
Wär I conſider the“ manner in which that iſland: 
has. been uniformly depreſſeu for ſo many years paſt,” 


a 2 
In Charles. the Second's time, the houſe ot commons, influenced 
by ſome factious demagogues, were reſolved: to prohibit the importa- 
tion of Iri/ cattle into England. Among other arguments in favour of 
Ireland it was inſiſted - That by cutting off almoſt entirely the trade 
between the kingdoms, AL. TH NATURAL BANDS OF UNION WERE. 
-DISSOLVED,, and nothing remained to keep the Jr; in their duty, but 


* * 
4 . + " 
N 4 wm * . = 


force and violence.“ 


: — F 73 $52 2 Ss © Gn Þ Ow Sf 2 8 1 842 
The king r: Mr. Hume; in his — Beg England) was ſo con- 
vinced of the ju * theſe reaſons, that he ſed all his intereſt to 
oppoſe the bill, and he openly declared, that he could not give his aſ- 
ſent to it with à ſafe conſcience, But the commons were. reſolute in 
their purpoſe . = And the ſpirit of TYRANNY, of whith NATIONS 
ere as ſuſceptible as INDIVIDUALS, had animated the Engliſb extremely 
ro EX EAT THEIR SUPERIORITY over their dependent fiate. No affair 
could be conducted with greater violence, than this by the commons. 
They even went ſo far in the preamble of the bill, as to deelare the 
importation of Ii cattle to be a nusance. .By this expreſſion they 
gave ſcope to their paſſion, and at the ſame time barred the king's prero-— 
gative, by which he migh; think himſelf intituled to diſpenſe with a 
law, $0 FULL OF/INJUSTICE AND BAD POLICY. The lords expungec 
the word, but as the king was ſenſible that no ſupply would be given by 
the none, week they were gratißed in all their PREJUDICEs, he 
was obliged both to employ his intereſt with the peers, to make the 
bill: paſs, and to give the royal aſſent to it. He could not, however, 
forbear expreſſing his diſpleaſure, at the jealouſy entertained againſt him, 
nd at the intention which the commons diſcovered, of retrenching his 
, ⁰— ĩð» ĩðV2y OI 
Tuts LAW BROUGHT GREAT. DISTRESS FOR SoMUE TIME UPON IRE- 
LAND, BUT IT HAS OCCASIONED. THEIR APPLYING WITH GREATER 
INDUSTRY TO MANUFACTURES, AND HAS PROVED IN THE ISSUE BE; 
* = mw . | . n WR - rpg M4 
erhaps the ſame reaſon occaſiqned the . barrin king's preroga- 
tive“ in the late 20d Tſo be legiſlation of 5 York 6 | MN, | 
This we may be 2ffured of, that Wi are as deat᷑ to his Majeſty, as the 
people of Great · Britain ate. Wu are his ſubjectt as well as they, and 


as 


r 12 3 


1 * ö 


with chis per particularitv of their #ipartiamint 
continuing as long as the crown pleaſes, I am aſtoniſhed to? 
oblerve ſuch a love of. liberty ſtill animating that ov 
and GENEROUS nation; and nothing can riſe higher my 
idea of the WIE OCRITY and rUsrte spikir of a 
people, who have preſerved the facred fire of freedom 


burnt, has been overturned. 
e „ Gs  S IY Ht  $ 
ar 0031 lien 99 2512 Us ot unkind als 
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; ive 06 many, too conſtant 
proots of his piety and virtue, for any maũ to think it paſſible, that ſucb 


* 


- 


—. IT II RCA io bo es 8 it 
WO ALLA CMENTUM MORTALIA Neef. 
, + The 1riþ parliament continued 33 years, during all the late King's 
| reign: 'The, preſent. parliament there bas continued from the begin- 
ing of this reign, and probably will continue till this reign ends. 
1 am informed, that within theſefew years, a petition was pres 
ſented to the houſe of commons, ſetting forth, “' that herrings were 
imported into Ireland from. ſome foreign parts of whe north fo cheap, as 
to difcourage the Bririſh berring fiſhery, and therefore praying that 
Tome remedy might he applied in that bebelf by parliament. ?“ 
That upon this petitiga, the houſe came to a reſolution, to impoſe a 
duty of Two. Shillings ſterling on every barrel of foreign hetrings im- 
ported into Ireland iz but afterwards dropt the affair, Voů rear oF , 
NGAGING IN A.. DISPUTE, wITH IRELAND 4BOUT\,THE.. RIGHT; OF 
TAXING PF onernns Dogs. Io ee 
| So much higher was the 6pinion, which the houſe entertained ofthe 
ſpirit of Iceland ; than of that of theſe: colonies. 
I find, in the laſt Eagliſ papers, that the reſolution and firmneſs with 
which the people of Ireland have lately aſſerted their freedom, have 
been ſo alarming in Great-Britain, that the Lord Lieuteyant, in his 75 
ſpeech on the 26th of laſt O#5ber, recommended to that parliament, 
that ſuch proviſion may be made for ſecuring the judges in the enjoy- 
ment of their offices and appointments; DURING THEIR GOOD BEHAVIOR, 
as ſhall be thought moſt expedient.” | £995 03 BRINE $45 * 
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What an important conceſſion is thus obtained, by making demands 
| becoming freemen, with a courage and perſeverance 9 Freemen! 
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treated, as ſoon as the late taxes laid upon us, ſhall 
make poſts in the | government, and the © admi- 
niſtration of juſticeꝰ here, worth the attention of per- 
ſons of influerice in Great- Britain. We know enou 


already to ſatisty us of this truth. But this will not be 


Thx printipals, in all _—_ offices, will reſide irt 

England, making ſome paltry allowance to deputies for 
doing the bulineſs here. Let any man conſider what 
an exhauſting drain this muſt be upon us, when mini- 
ſters are poſſeſſed of the power of creating what poſts 
they pleaſe, and of affixing to ſuch poſts what ſalaries 
they pleaſe, and he muſt be convinced how deſtructive 
the late act will be. The injured kingdom lately 
mentioned, can tell us the miſchiefs of ASEM TEESN; and 
we may perceive already the ſame diſpoſition _— 

place with us. The government of New-York has been 
exerciſed by a deputy. That of Virginia is now held ſo; 
and we know of a number of ſecretary-ſhip, collector- 
ſhips, and other offices, held in the ſame manner. 


Tur it is, that if the people of Great-Britain wers 
not too much blinded by the paſſions, that have been 
artfully excited in their breaſts, againſt their dutiful 
children the coloniſts, theſe conſiderations would be 
nearly as alarming to them as to us. The influence of 
the crown was thought'by wiſe men, many years ago, 
too great by reaſon of the multitude of penſions and 
places beſtowed by it. Theſe have been vaſtly en- 
creaſed ſince , and perhaps it would be no difficult 
matter to prove that the people have decreaſed, 
))%V%%J%/%JJV%V%%V , 40 ot BRIE: 
| + One of the reaſons urged by that great and honeſt ſtateſman, Sir 
William Temple, to Charles the Second, in his famous remonſtrance, to 


diſſuade him from aiming at arbitra wer, was, that the Ki 
1% had few offices to beſtow.” -— . TH og | ” 


\ 
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1 therefore, Frome who. nh 2 of 
country, ought ſer to refle&t, w NL 
the conſequence. of ach» new. 3 es of office a 
che diſpoſal of the crown. army, the adminiftra- 

lion of juſtice, and the civil hos Aral dr ſuch 
fſularies as the crown ſhall 3 to annex, will extend 
miniſterial influence as much beyond its former e 
ainmeemenn raw ae 1 % 94 i , 


Bur whaterer the p pee eee may y think 
an this oecaſion, 1 hope the people of theſe colonies 
will unanimouſly join in this ſentiment, that the late 
act of parliament 1s. injurious to their liberty, and that - 
this ſentiment will unite them in a firm oppoſition to ' if 
it, in the ſame . as the dread 170 ** e | 


of 


| Sous 4 imagine the "TA to be raiſed by 
it, are but 2 therefore may be inclined to ac- 
27 under it, A conduct more dangerous to free- 
| as before has been obſerved, can Bever be 
adopted MENG” is VIS at home but a przce- 


bpxur, 1 

« Thet 23 Hure have bee lit, theinfuence of the- | 3 
crown is greater t * — it was in any period ot our hiſtory. Por 1 
when we conſider in how many boroughs the government has the votes I 


at command; when we — the vaſt body of per ſons employed in 
the collection of the revenue, in every part of the kingdom, the incon ; 4 
ceivable number of placemen, and candidates for places in the cuſtoms, *1 
in the exciſe, in the poſt-office, in the dock-yards, in tue ordnance, in 
the falt- office, in the ſtamps, in the navy — victualliag ofices, and in 0 
a variety of other departments; when we conſider LIE the extenſive” 
influence ot the _ corporations, ſubſcription-jobbers and contrac- of 
{ 


tors, the endleſs dependencies created by the © tions conferred on 
the bulkof-the eee throughout tlie kingdom, who have 
relations preferred in our navy and numerous ſtanding army; when L 
Tay, we conſider how. wide, how binding a dependence on the crown is. 
ereated by he the above enumerated particulars, and the great, the enar- | 
mous weight and Mfluence which the crown derives from this extenſive -. | 9 
dependence upon its favor and power, any lord in waiting, any lord of J 
the bed- chamber, any man may be appointed miniſter.” 1 
A dactrine to this effect is ſaid to have been the advice of L K | 


Late News Paper. 
* Here may be obſerved, that when 9 law or cuſtom of 


nnn e Warpe Ne how 418 


Nan the forte of which ſhall be eltbliked by 42 
tacit ſubmiſſion of the colonies. With what zeal was 
the ſtatute {erecting che poſt office, aud another re- 

lating to the recovery of debts in America, urged and 
tortured. as precedents in ſupport. of the Stamp. Ad, 

tho? wholly inapplicable. If che parliament ſucceeds in 


this: attempt, other ſtatutes will impoſe. other duties. 


Inſtead of taxing ourſelves, as ve have been accuſtom- 


ed to do, from the firſt ſettlement of theſe provinces, 


all our uſual taxes will de converted into parliamentary 
taxes on our importations; and thus the parliament 
will levy upon us ſuch ſums of money as they chuſe to 
take, nee am ober LIMITATION, Iban their PLE a» 
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"We know * much labor jelly i care © vs beak: heb 
owed by _ theſe colonies, in laying taxes in ſuch, a 
manner, that they ſhould be moſt ea to the people, 
by being laid on the proper articles; moſt equal, by 
being proportioned to every man's Uircuthſtances ; ; and 
| cheapeft, by che method directed for collecting them, 


«S 
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Bor parliamentary taxes will be laid on us, withbu: 
any conſideration, whether there is any eaffer mode, 
The only point regarded will be, the certainty of levying 
the taxes, and not the convenience of the people on 

whom they are to be levied; and therefore all ſtatutes 


on this head will he ſuch as will be moſt likely, ac- 


OR to the favorite pn e execute den 


Faxes in every free ſtate _— been, and ought, to. 
be; as exactly proportioned as is Poſſible to the abilities of 


thoſe coho are to pay them. They cannot otherwiſe be: 


fas. Even a Hortentot would Wee the umea- 


66 \ 
cult a thing it is 10 pie, the lauer again to. bis FORMER FREEDOM and. 
SAFETY.” ad. 4 Infl. p. 529 


de® 


% It is AE credible to foreſee, when. any maxim or ſunda- 


mental law of this realm is altered (as elſewhere | hath been oblerved}-. 


Kn inconvenience do fellow.” 4th Cole 195 P. 41. 
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1 
aft of making a poor man pep en much for 


* defending” the Property. went Fea An as * —_ 
mor pays "himſe If. 


PF 


any perſon el into the late & of parlament, 

and 0 will immediately perceive, that the immenſe 
es of Lord Fairfax, Lord 4 Baltimore, and our 
roprietaries, which, are amongſt his Majeſty's other 
„ Dominions” to be <<. defended, protected and ſe. 
cured” by the act, will not pay a ſing fartbing for the 
duties thereby impoſed, exc d. Fairfax wants 
ſome of his windows glazed; ord 75 — and our 
men are quite ſecure, od V5 live i in _— 


&IF 1 r 


I uren theſe particular ales, a8 ing in- 


dann how far the late act is a deviation from bat 
principle of juſtice, which has ſo conſtantly diſtinguiſhed 
our own laws or 99 this ee, Al aui to * re- 
n lays, - A 019d 9 ei n 22% 4 
Tun thicd cnnfleration. 3 our S i. 

| blies; in laying taxes, has been the metbod of collecting 
This has been done by a few officers, with. 
1 allo wances, under the inſpection of the re- 
ctive aſſemblies. Ne more was raiſed from the ſubjec, 
was uſed for the intended purpoſes. But by the 

| = act, a miniſter, may appoint at, many. officers: as he 
pleaſes for collecting the taxes may aſſign them what 
ſalaries he 2 * ene And BY: nen to 
an ab i li als 1 0 1 


In ſhort, if the late ad, - 8 = 7 
theſe ODIN muſt. ac en into COMMON 
I ach, 0, 2 4 CORPORATIONS? 


+ nal and b adler engaged in ths wermeſt Mt. 


pode, in order to obtain an equal and juſt taxation of their Proprie- 


tors eſtates But this late act of parliament does more for thoſe Pro- 


prietors, than they themſelves would venture to demand. It totalh 
exempts them from taxation tho their valt eſtates are to 
© ſecured” by the taxes of other poople, 
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Tux eighth year of dmg reign was diſtinguiſhed 


CORPORATIONS,” as their enemies, in the debates cofi- 

cerning the repeal of the Stamp-Act, firenuoufly infited 
they were ; and it ſeems not improbable- that ſome 
future biſtorian may thus record our fall. 5 


by a very memorable event, the American colonies then 
ſubmitring, for the FIRST time, to be taxed by the 
Britiſb parliament. An attempt of this kind had been 
made about two years before, but was defeated by the 
vigorous exertions of the ſeveral provinces, in defence 
of their liberty. Their behavior on that occaſion ren- 
dered their name very celebrated for a ſhort time all over 


Europe; all ſtates being extremely attentive to a diſ- 


pute between Great- Britain, and ſo conſiderable a part 
of her dominions. For as ſhe was thought to be grown 
too powerful, by the ſueceſsful concluſion of the late 
war ſhe had been engaged in, it was hoped by many, 


that as it had happened before to other kingdoms, 


civil diſcords would afford opportunities of revenging 
all the injuries ſuppoſed to be received from her. Hew- 
ever, the cauſe of diſſention was removed, by a repeal 


of the ſtatute that had given offence. This affair ren- 


dered the sUBMISSIVE CONDUCT of the colonies ſo ſoon 


after, the more extraordinary; there being no difference 


between the mode of taxation which they oppoſed, and 
that to which they ſubmitted, but this, that by the 
firſt, they were to be continually 'reminded that they 
were taxed, by certain marks ſtamped on every piece of 
paper or parchment they uſed. The authors of that 
ſtatute triumphed greatly on this conduct of the colo- 
nies, and inſiſted, that if the people of Great- Britain 
had perſiſted in enforcing,” the Americans would have 
been, in a few months, /o fatigued with the efforts of pa- 
triotiſin, that they would have yielded obedience... . 


„ Cxxgrary_itis, that tho they had before their 
eyes ſo many illuſtrious examples in their mother country, 
33 1 LEO ** PRES) TE ky 894 ot 


4 83 1 
of the © faced attending firnmeſs and par ſeoerance, 


in oppoſition to dangerous encroachments on liberty, 
yet they quietly gave up a point of the LAST tMPORT- 
ANCE, 5 rom thence the decline of their freedom be- 
gan, and its decay was extremely rapid; for as money 
Was always raiſed upon them by the 8 their 
aſſemblies re immediately afleſ+, and in a ſhort time 
nchen And in leſs than one hundred years, the 
ple ſunk down into that tameneſs and *fupineneſs of 
pirit, by which they ſtill continue to be difunguiſhed.”” 2 
Et majores veſtros & poſteras copitate. 
ONS your anceſtors! and your poſterity. | 
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THAVE ea mes, in the courſe of theſe 15 | 
| 585 „ ie ai act. of parliament, as 
g the e ature meaſures injurigqus ta 
WE $f 7 WE th be belle of this. truth 1 with to 
e becauſe 1 think it neceſſary to our ſafety, 


"> PERPETUAL 1 reſpekting liberty, is TY 
lutely UE in ti tree-ſtates. The ve texture of 


their conftitution, in iat governments, | demands it. 
For the cautions with which power is diſtributed among 
the ſeveral ofders, imply, that each has that ſhare which 
is proper for the general welfare, and therefore that 
any further acquiſition muſt be pernicious, * Machia- 
vel employs-a whole chapter in his diſcourſes, to prove 
that a ſtate, to be long lived, muſt be frequently cor- 
rected, and reduced to its firſt principles. But of all 
ſtates chat have exiſted, there never was any, in which 
this jeatouſy could be more proper than in theſe colo- 
nies. For the government here is not only mixt, but 
dependent, which circumſtance occaſions 4 n in 
#ts form, of a very delicate nature. 


Two reaſons induce me to deſire, that this pu of 
apprehenſion may be always kept up among us, in its 
utmoſt vigilance. The firſt is this—that as the hap- 
pineſs of theſe provinces indubitably conſiſts in their 
connection with Great- Britain, any ſepargtion between 
them is leſs likely to be occaſioned by civil diſcords, 
if every diſguſling meaſure is oppoſed ſingly, and while 
it is new : The in this manner, of proceeding, every 
ſuch - meaſure is moſt likely to be reftified. On the 
other hand, oppreſſions and diſſatisfactions being per- 


mitted to eee ever the governed throw off 
| - | the e 
C debe — 3. Cop. 3, 


+. = 
che load, they will do n more. A people does not re- 
torm with moderation. The rights of the ſubject 
therefore cannot be too often conſidered, explained or 
aſſerted : And whoever attempts to do thus, ſhews 
a himſelf, whatever may be the raſn and peeviſh reflec- 

tions. of pretended wiſdom), and pretended duty, a 

friend to thoſe who injudiciouſly exerciſe their power, 

as well as to ;hem,, over whom it is fo exerciſed, 


_ Hap all the points, of prerogative. claimed by 

Charles the Firſt, been ſeparately conteſted, and fertled. 
an preteding. reigns, Fs fate would in all. probability ß, 
have been very different; and the people would. have | 
been content with that liberty which is compatible 

with regal authority. But I he thought, it would be 

As dangerous for him to give up the powers which at 

Any time had been by uſurpation exerciſed by the 

crown, as thoſe that were legally veſted in it. This 

produces an equal exceſs on the part of the people. 

For when their paſſions were excited by mulliplied grie- 

vances, they thought it would be as dangerous for 

them to allow the powers that were legally veſted in 

the crown, as thoſe which at any time had been by. 
uſurpation exerciſed by it. Acts, that might bet 


NX. 


| ſelves have been upon many conſiderations excuſed dr +, 
extenuared, derived a contagious malignancy, and odi- 

vum from other acts, with 5 Ether were connected. 
They were not regarded according to the ſimple force 
of each, but as parts ofa ſyſtem of opprefſiun. Every 

one therefore, however ſmall in itſelf, became alarm- 


Ing, as an additional evidence. of tyrannical. deſigns. 
As CIS. Ws + «3's LI 1 dn. gn | A . It * 
| halt * äs erke wht * 1 


*" ©'Thie author is ſenfible, that this is putting the gentleſt conſtruQioh yy 
1 Charles's conduct; and that is one reaſon why he chooles it, Allow- | 

Ances ought to be made for the errors, of thoſe men, who are ackuow- 

ledged to baye' been polleſſed, of many virtues. The edutation of th 

Mf bez prigce, and his confidence in men not ſo good. or wile as hi 

"Jelf, had probably filled him with miſtaken; notions of bis own authori- 
ty, and of the conſequences that, would attend conceſſions of any kin 

5 mne 
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= It vas in vain for prudent and moderate men to inſiſt, 
A that there was no neceſſity to aboliſh-royalty. Nothing 
5 leſs than the utter deſtruction of monarchy, could ſatis · 
fy thoſe who had ſuffered, and thought they had rea- 

Ion to believe, they always ſbould ſuffer under it. 


F Tour conſequences of theſe mutual diſtruſts are well 
s known: But there is no other pebple mentioned in 
hiſtory, that I recolle&, who have been fo conſtantly 
watchful of their liberty, and fo ſucceſsful in theirſtrug- 
gles for it, as the Exgliſh. This conſideration leads me 
3h to the ſecond reaſon, why I © defire that the ſpirit of 
apprehenſion may be always kept up among us in its 

- Tuns firſt principles of government are to be looked 
fror in human nature. Some of the beſt writers have 
aſſerted, and it ſeems with good reaſon, that govern- 
ment is founded on opinton,”. 5 

; ? 


. Cysrom undoubtedly has a mighty force in prd- 
dueing opinion, and reigns in nothing more arbitrarily 
than in public affairs. It gradually reconciles us to 
objects even of dread and deteſtation ; and I cannot 
but think theſe lines of Mr. Pope as applicable to vice 
il In politics, as to vice in ethics--— 
1 e Vice is a monſter of ſo horrid mien, 


wi 


As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen ; 
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Let ſeen tas oft, familiar with her face, 
* aa f b * | 1 
We firſt endure; then pity, then embrace. 
2 V4 i LOTS #4 - 4 | [.-1 A, Ya 
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2 « Op1x10N is of two kinds, viz. opinion of INTEREST, and opini- 

on of RIGHT. By opinion of intereſ, I chiefly underſtand, the ſenſe of 

| the public advantage which is reaped from government ; together with the 

erſuaſion, that the particular government which is eſtabliſhed, is 
equally advantageous with any other, that could be eafily ſettled.” 

"46: Right is of two kinds, right to power, and right to property. What 

prevalence opinion of the firſt. kind has over mankind, may eafily be 

underſtood; by obſerving the attachment which all nations have to 

their antient government, and eyen to thoſe names which have had the 

ſanction of antiquity. Antiquity always begets the opinion of right,"*----- 

© It is ſufficiently underſtood, that the opmion of right to property is of 

the greateſt moment in all matters of goyernment,” * Hume E[ays. 
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When an act injurious to freedom has been once done, 

and the people bear it, the repetition of it is moſt like 

ly to meet with ſubmiſſion. For as the miſcbief of the 
one was found to be tolerable, they will hope that of 

the ſecond will prove ſo too; and they will not regard 

the infamy of the laſt, becauſe they are ſtained with 

| that of the firſt, © ot ans 


. » 4 * 
- l 
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Ixpzp nations, in road, are not apt to thint un- 
til they feel; and therefore nations in general have loſt 
their liberty: For as violations of the rights of the go- 
verned, are commonly not only pecious, but ſmall at 
the beginning, they ſpread over the multitude in ſuch 
a manner, as to touch individuals but lightly. *F Thus 
they are diſregarded. The power or profit that 
ariſes from theſe violations, centering in few perſont, is to 
them conſiderable. © For this reaſon the governors have 
ing in view their particular purpoſes, ſueceſſively pre- 
ſerve an uniformity of conduct for attaining them. 
They regularly encreaſe the firſt injuries, till at length 
the inattentive people are compelled to perceive the 
heavineſs of their burthens,---They begin to complain 
and enquire---but too late. They find their oppreſſors 

Ao ſtrengthened by ſucceſs, and themſelves ſo entangled | 
in examples of expreſs authority on the part of their 
rulers, and of tacit recognition on their own part, that 


1 Omnia mala exempla ex bonis initiis orta ſunnt. 
ye tr | SALLUST. Bell. Cat. F. co. 
The republic is always attacked with greater vigor, than it is 
defended? For the audarious and profligate, prompted by their natural 
nmity to it, are eaſily impelled to act by the ha nod of their leader: 
hereas the honeſt, 'T know not why, are generally fozv and wnwilting - 
to ſtir; and zeglefing always the BEGINNINGS of things, are i nrver 
rouſed to exert themſelves, but by the af necefity : So that through 
, IRRESOLUTION and DELAY, when they. would be glad to compound at 
laſt for their QuitT, at the expence even of their nowok, they com- - 
monly loſe them Born.“ -\ _CicsRO's Orat, for SEXTIUS. . * 
Such were the ſentiments of this great and excellent man, whoſe va 
abilities, and the calamities of his country during his time, enabled him, 
by mournſul experience, to form a jult judgment on the conduct cf. 
; the friends and enemies of liberty. * 8 3 
; : n 7 NR 


„ 

they are quite . For ien entertain no 
other idea of the legality ot power, than that it is found - 
od on the exerciſe of power. wg are faſten 


their chains, by adopting. a pulillanimous pinion, 
that there will be too much 4 


government has a right to treat them as t does.“ I 
then ſeek a wretched relief for their minds, by perſuad- 
ing themſelves, that to yield their obedience, is to diſ- 
charge their duty. The deplorable; poverty of ſpirit, 
that proſtrates all che 8 beſtowed by Divine P tor 
| wn on our une courſe ſucceeds, 


" ns the refleſtions conclude, - that every. 9 
ſtate ſhould inceſſantly watch, and inſtantly take alarm 
on any addition being made to the power exerciſed 
over them. Innumerable inſtances might be produced 


to ſhew, from what ſlight 1 the moſt exten - 


ſive conſequences have flow 
oaly rn the bier of England. 


3 the Seventh was the 17 emoch of Js 
kingdom, who eſtabliſhed a sTANDING BOD v OF ARMED 
MEN. This was a band of $/ty archers, called yeo- 
men of the guard: And this inſtitution, notwichſtand- 
ing the ſmallneſs of the number, was, to prevent diſ- 
content, © diſguiſed under pretence of majeſty and 


But I Aol Wy run 


grandeur.” In 1684 the ſtanding forces were ſo much 


augmented, that Rapin ſays. % The king, in order 
to make his people fully ſenſible. of their new ſlavery, af- 
fected to muſter his troops, Which amounted to 4000 
well armed and diſciplined men.“ I think our army, 
at this time, conſiſts of more than Jeventy regiments, 


Taz method of taxing by xxe1sz Was firſt intro- 
_ duced amidft the convulſions of the civil wars. Ex- 
treme i was was tor the 4 its ſhort con- 

unuance I 


, * . 
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nger in /attempiing a 
remedy,”---or another opinion no leſs tatal,---** that the 
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1 — ance ptomiſed. After the reſtorätion, an exciſe 


upon beer, ale and other liquors, was granted to the 
king, one half in fee, the other for life, as an equiya- 
lent for the court of wards. Upon James the Second's 
acceſſion; the parliament Þ gave him the firſt exci/e; 
with an additional duty on. wine, tobacco, and ſome 
other things. Since the revolution it has been extend- 
ed to ſalt, candles, leather, -hides, hops, ſoap; paper, 
| paſte-boards, mill-boards, ſcale- boards, vellum, parch- 
ment, ſtarch, filks, calicoes, linens, ſtuffs, printed, 
ſtained, &c. wire, wrought plate, coffee; tea; choco - 
' Tavis a fading army and exciſe have, from their firſt 
llender origins, tho always hated, always feared, always 
 oppaſed, at length ſwelled up to their yaſt preſent bulk; 


Tus facts are ſufficient to, ſupport what I have 
faid. *Tis true, that all the miſchiefs apprehended by 
dur anceſtors from a ſtanding army and exciſe, have not 
yet happened: But it does not follow from thence, that 
they will not happen. The infide of a houſe may catch 
fire, and the molt valuable apartments be ruined, be- 
fore the flames burſt out. The queſtion in theſe caſes 
is not, what evil bas a#ually attended particular mea- 
res but, what evil, in the nature ot things, is #kely 

| to attend them. Certain circumſtances may for ſome 
mt delay effects, that were reaſonably expected, and that 


* 


t enſue. There was a long period, after the Romans 
had prorogued his command to 5 & Publilzus Philo, 


. 


* 


2 Cher. HI. Chap! 23 and aj | 

| 1 James II. Chap-1 and 4. C0 f 

5 11 the year of the city 428, Duo ſingularia hæe ei viro primum 

contigere ; 8 imperii non ante in ullo facta et acto honore tri- 

umphus.“ Liv. B. 8. Chap. 23. 26. 3 

Had the reſt of the Roman citizens imitated the example of . 
nts, who refuſed to have bis conſulſhip continued to him, t 

d never admitted that cuſtom of proroguing of magiſtrates, and then 

e ** 7 of — 4 3 $ 7 ih e _ 7. never been intro- 

uced, which very thing was at length the ruin of that common i. 

Machiavel's Diſcewrſei, B. 3. Clap. 24. | . 
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totteted in his ſeat during his w 
Fifth drew the ſtrength of that kingdom into France, 


before hat example deſtroyed: their liberty. All our 
by kings, from the revolutioa to the preſent reign, have. 


been foreigners... Their miniſters generally continued 
bur a ſhorr time in authority 4 and they themſelves 
were mild and virtuous prince. 


** p 18 1 
* 


A $0LD, ambitious prince, poſſeſſed of great abilities, 


6 1 , 


firmly fixed in his throne 2 deſcent, ſerved by miniſters 


like himſelf, and rendered either venerable. or terrible 


by theFlory of bis ſucceſſes, may execute what his pre- 
deceſſors did pot dare to 1 * Henry the Fourth 
ole reign. Henry the 


to carry on his wars there, and left the commons at 


home, proteſting, that the people were not bound to 


ſerve out of the realm.“ 


© Ir is true, that a ſtrong ſpirit of liberty ſubſiſts at 
preſent in Great. Britain, but what reliance .is to be 


placed in the Temper of a people, when the prince is 


poſfeſſed of an unconſtitutional power, our own hiſtory 


can ſufficiently inform us. When Charles the Second. 


had ſtrengthened himſelf by the return of the garriſon, 
of Tangir, . England (ſays Rapin) ſaw on a ſudden 
an amazing revolution ; ſaw herielf ſtripped of all ber 
rights and privileges, excepting ſuch as the king ſhould 
vouchſate, ro grant her: And what is more aſtoniſhing, 
he Engliſh themſelves delivered up theſe very rights and 
privileges to Charles the Second, which they had fo 
paſſionately, and, if I may ſay it, furiouſly defended 
againſt the deſigns of Charles the Firſt,” This hap- 


5 ned only thirty:ſix years after this laſt prince had 
een beheaded. TE « 


o — 


＋ I dont know but it may be said, with a good deal of reaſon; that 
a quick rotatiom of miniſters is very deſirable in Great Britain. A mi- 


nitter there has a vaſt ſtore of materials to work with. Long Adminifira- 
ons ure rather favorable to the rep tation of a people abroad, than to 


oy % 
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Sous perfons are of opinion, t ben! is not vio-. 


lated, but by fuch open acts of force. ; but they ſeem to 


be greatly miſtaken, I could mention. a period within, 


_ thele' forty years, when almolt as great a change of 
diſpoſition was produced by the srezer meafires of 


a long adminiſtration, as by Charles's violence. Liber- 
ty, perhaps, is never expoſed to ſo much danger, as 
when the people believe there is the leaſt ; for it FOR, 
be ſubyerted, and yet they not think N 


favour them, — . 2 to ſay in their de- 


fence. Their * may be fully eſtabliſhed, tho“ it 
would not be e to do 3 they Pleaſe: 
For there are] which, at ſome times, even faves 


will not bear. Julius Cæſar, and Oliver Cromwell,” did 


not dare to aſſume the title of king, The Grand, Sig- 
nor dares not lay a new ax. The king of Prance dares 


not be a proteftant. Certain popular points ma 
left untouched, and yet freedom be extinguiſhed. Me 


commonalty of Venice imagine themſelves. free, * 
cauſe they are permitted to do what they ef s 
from | 


But I quit a 17 1 that would Jad me too 


1 


By the n taxes e levied 


upon us, for © defraying the charge of the admi niſtru- 
tion of juſtice the ſupport of civil government. and 


che expences of [7 ors Ie his Majeſty” x ene un 


. E 


Ip any man doubts what yi; to be the cond of 


the colonies on this dernen, 1 der — lim cheſe 


queſtions. a | ts 
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* Pr diſguſting acts are ſeldom © praftiſcd by. hi 
ambitious, at the beginning of their 7 Such 
conduct filences and diſcourages the weak, and the 
wicked, who would otherwiſe have been their aldvo- 

cates or accomplices. It is of great conſequence, to 
allow thoſe who, upon any account, are inclined to 
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' © Demoſthenes's ad Philippi 15 
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Has not the parkament expreſsy  avowssD, their 
INTENTION of raiſing money from us rox CERTAIN: 
PURPOSES ? Is not this ſcheme popular in Great- Britain? 


Will the taxes, impoſed by the late act, anſwer: thoſe. 


purpoſes ? If it will, muſt it not take an immenſe. ſum. 
from us? If it will not, it in to be expelted, that the 


parliament will not fully execute their i rENTIoH When 


it is pleafing at home, and not oppoſed here ? Muſt not 
this be done by impoſing yew Hanes? Will not every; 
addition, thus made to our taxes, be an addition to 
the power ot the . Britiſh legiſlature, by" increaſing, the 

umber of officers employed in the collection? Will not 
every additional tax therefore render it more d:fficult-r9, 


| abrogate any of chem? When. a branch of revenue is 


once eſtabliſhed, does it pot appeat to many people 
inviduous and undutiful, to attempt to aboliſh | 2 If 


taxes, ſufficient to accompliſh the ix t EN TN of the par- 


liament, are impoſed |by the Parliament. what taxes 
will remain to be impoſed. by our aſſemblics ? If no. mas 


terial taxes remajn to he impoſed by. them, what mug 


become of them, and the.prople they repreſent? 1, 


% 
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1 1 4 


WES: | 10 ii een 
% Ir any perſon conſiders theſę things, and yet 
thinks our liberties are in no danger, I wonder at that 


* 
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* 
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Onx other argument is to be added, which, by it- 
ſelf, J hope, will be ſufficient to convince the moſt 
incredulous man on this continent, that the late act of 
parliament is only deſigned to be a PRECED ENT, where- 


9 : b | - | 
on the future vaſſalage of theſe colonies may be 
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ExkRY duty thereby laid on articles of Britiſh: ma- 
nufacture, is laid on ſome commodity, upon the ex- 


portation of which from Great Britain a drawback is 
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payable, Thoſe -draobacks,; in moſt of the articles, 
The parliament therefore miglit, in half à dorm Hints, 

; have raiſed MV OH MORE: MONEY, only by Popping the 
drawbacks: in the hands of the officers at home; on ex. 
portation to theſe colonies, chan by- this ſolemm impo- 

 fition of taxes upon us, to be collected he! Pre- 
 bably, the artful contrivers of this act formed it in 
this manner, in order to reſerve to therfiſelyes,” in caſe 
of any objections being made toit, this ſgetibus pre- 
rence---* that the drawbacks are gifts to the colonies, 
and that the late act only leſſons thoſe gifts.” But the 
truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the. en- 

- couragement and promotion of 'Brizy/h..manufattures * 
and commercey/ and are allowed on exportation to a 
fereign parts, às well as on eRportation to theſe -pro- 
vinces. Beſides, care has been taken to ſlide into the 
act, ſome articles on which there ate go drawbacks, 
However, the wha/e duties laid by the late act on all the 

articles therein ſpecified are Jo /[mal};"rhiar they will gar 
| amount to 45 much as the drawbacks. which are allowed 
on part of them only, If therefore!” be ,.] i be 65. 
tained by the late at, had been the ſole hielt in form- 
ing it, there would not have heen any occaſion for 
en the commons of Great-Britain, to oV and rr 
to his Majeſty xATESs and puriꝝs for raifng @. revenue 
Id his Majeſty's dominions in America, for making a 
more certain and adequate proviſion for defraying by | 
charges of the adminiſtration of juſtice, the ſupport of 
civil government, and the 'expence of defending the 
ſaid 1 * nor would there have been any oc- ' 
caſion for an + expenſive board of commiſſioners, and 
all che other new charges to which we are made liable. 
: e ee Ron; Ve 
* + The expence of this board, I am informed, is between Four and 
8 Five Thouland Pound, Sterling a year. The eſtabliſhment of officer,  - 
e | For collecting the revenue in America, amounted before. to Seven | 


Thouſand Six Hundred Pounds per annum; and yet, ſays the author 
_ of © The regulation of the colonjes,” # the whole remittance from aff 
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fn the whole,” for my part, I regard the late act 
2s an experiment made of our diſpoſition. It is a bird ſent 
out over the waters, to diſcover, whether the waves, 
that lately agitated this part of the world with ſuch vi- 
olence, are yet ſubſided. If this adventurer gets — 8 
here, we ſhall quickly find i it to hd of the F cms 

ſeribed bythe reer 17 
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the tun bn the colonies, at an 0 of t years, has not 3 — 
ed to One Thouſand Nine Hundred os ear, and in that fum 
Seven or Eight Hundred Pounds per annum only, have: been remitted. 
from North- America. p 
- The ſmallneſs of the revenue ariſing from the duties 10 America, de- 
| monſtrates that they were intended only as REGULATIONS OF TRADE : 
And can any perſon be ſo blind to truth, ſo dull of apprehenſion in a 
matter of unſpeakable 1 to his N as to 1 that 
uch 


\ the board of commiſſioners lately eſtabliſhed at is inſti- 
F tuted to aſſiſt in collecting One Thouſand Nine Hundred Pounds a year, 
12 or the trifling duties impoſed by the late act? Surely every man on Wy ; 
4 continent muſt perceive, that they are eftabliſhed for ** care of 
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0 dear Cooarururs, 


5,7 va 


. 
805. E tes have loſt their bat "oy e 
accidents : But this calamity is generally owing to 
| the decay of virtue. A people is travelling faſt to de- 
ſtruction, when 7 conſider their intereſts as 
diſtinct from thoſe of the public. Such notions ate fatal 
to their country, and to themſelves. Yet how many 
are there, ſo weak and ſordid as to think" they pertorm 

all the offices of life, if they earneſtly endeavour | to en- 
creaſe. their own wealth, power, and credit, without 
the leaſt regard for the ſocie * under the protection 
of which oy live; who, if they can make an inme- 
diate profit to themſelves, by king their aſſiſtance to 
thoſe, whoſe projects plainly tend to the injury of their 

country, rejoice in their dexterity, and believe them- 
ſelves entitled to the character of able politicians... Mi- 
ſerable men ! Of whom it is hard to ſay, whether they 
ought to be moſt the objects of pity or contemp#'; But 


whoſe opinions are ruin as TOM as their 
| e are n 


Tuo I as reflect, with a Ahh Moi: 0 on "the | 
Au and underſtanding of my countrymen, which, 
joined with a pure and humble devotion to the great 
and gracious author of every bleſſing they enjoy, will, 
I hope, enſure to them, and their poſterity, all tem- 
poral and eternal happineſs ; yet when, I conſider, 
that in every age and country there have been bad 
men, my heart, at this threatening period, is fo full 
of apprehenſion, as. not to permit me to believe, but 
that there I; be . on chis „eee „ 
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nts $9 — — — — 
— 2 - — - 4 


* * oy — -- wo 
9 


It their wickedneſs did not blind, them, ey night perceive along 
the coaſt of thele colonies, many men, . remar inſtances of wrecke 


ambition, who after AMinguiſbing themſelves in the'fu 
| EolleRorſhip fecretaryſhip, or any other commiſſion, to conſole them 


lain, arid new ones are continually invented, to be thus beſtowed. Af 


Bere and there an American has been raiſed to a good poſt.-—-— 


find, that the unpoliſned colonies could not be reconciled. to me by 
treachery? Such a bountiful diſpoſition towards us never appeared + 


| 


191] 
wbom you ought to be upon your guard---Men, who 


either * hold, or TR to hold certain advantages, 


by ſetting examples of ſerviſity to their countrymen. 


Men, who trained to the employment, or ſelf taught 


5 125 # * * 344% | ; by 


It ig not intended by thele words, to throw any reflection upon 
8 becauſe they are poſſeſſed. ot offices: For many of them arg 
| 


">. 


inly wen ef virtae, and levers of \their country. But Ape 
igations of gratitude, and bomer, may induce them to be ſilent. 
hether theſe obligations ozghe to bt regarded or not, is not ſo much 


de de conſidered by others, in the judgment they forth of theſe gentle. 


men, as whether they tbint they anght to-beregarden,” Perhaps, there- 


fore, we ſhall act in the propereſt manner towards them, if we neither 


© 


reproach tior imitate them. The perſons meant in this letter, are the 


baſe ſpirited noreichts, who may endeavour to difiinguiſh themſeboes, by 


| their ſordid geal in defendiog and promoting meaſures, whith 100 


\ beyond all queflion, to be defirufitve to the juſt rights and trite inte- 


* 


veſls of their country. It is ſcatcaly poſſible to peak of theſe men with 


any degree of þatience---It is ſcarcely poſſible to {-cak of theth with any 
degree of propriety---For no words can truly deſcribe their gailt an 
meanneſ;---But "every Honeſt boſom, on their being mentioned, wi 

what cannot be xf]. $9 73 VS! | J 


% » 


the Stamp - 
46, by a courageous contempt of their country, and of juſtice, have 
been left to linger out their miſerable exiſtence, without a government, 


2 cel at it-conld, tor loſs of virtue and reputation - while numberleſt 
offices have been beſtowed. in theſe colonies on people from Gredt-Bri- 


a ſev graut prizes are put into a"lottery to TEMPT multitudes to loſe, ſo 
„ Apparent rart nantes in gurgite vaſlo.” 9 


Mr. Greenville, indeed, in order to recommend the Stamp A, had the 


wnequalled generoſity, to pour down a golden ſhower of offices upon 
Americans; and yet theſe zngratefp! colonies did not thank Mr. Green- 
ville for ſhewing his kindneſs to their countrymen, nor tbem for ac- 
cepting it. How muſt» that great ſtateſman have been furprized, to 


any miniſter before him, and probably uever will <3 wr agam : For it 
is ident, that ſuch a ſy/iem- of policy is to be eſtabliſhed on tiris conti- 
nent, as, in a ſhort time, 1s to render it utterly unneceſſary to uſe the 
leaſt art in order to conciliat? our approbation of any meafures, Some 


of our countrymen may be employed to fix chains upon us, but wr + 


will neyer be permitted to hold them afterwards. So that the utmoſt; 

that any of them can expect, is only a temporam provifion, that ma) 

expire in their own time; but which they may be Hure, will precli 
heir children from having avy conſideration paid to em. NATIVES 


of America miiſt fink into total NEGLEEF and CEM r, the moment 


that Tus COUNTRY loſes the couſtitutional powers ſhe now poileiles. 
* 4 ; * . 


* 
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Are a3. avon Yo, ee eee 
%y a natural yerſatility of genius, ſerve. as decoys. fot 
drawing the innocent and unwary into inares.. It is 
not to be doubted but that ſuch men will e 
"beſtir themſelves on this and every like octalion, to 
ſpread the infection of their meanneſs as fat as they 


. * 


52 On the plans they have adopted, this is Bei. 
ourſe.” This is the method to recommend themſelves 


, 


to their patrons. | 


3. tos the agh utc 3 9-nec vic 239 4%1 
© From them we ſhall learn, how pleaſant and pro- 
fable a thing it is, to be for our sunMISsVE behavior 
well ſpoken of at St, James's, or St. Stephens; at 
TCuildball, or the Royal Exchange... Specious fallacies 
will be dreſt up Sith all the arts of deluſion, to per- 
| Tuade one colony to diſtinguiſb herſelf from another, by 
unbecoming condeſcenſions, which. will ſerve the ambi- 
tous purpoſes of great men at home, and therefore will 
be thought by them #0 entitle their afiſtants in obtaining 
them to confidefable rewards, 
” "Ov fears will be excited. Our hopes. will be a- 
wakened. It will be inſituated to us, with a plauſible 
affectation of toiſdom and concern, how prudent it is to 
pleaſe the po-er ful how dangerous to provoke them 
---and then comes in the perpetual incantation that 
freezes up every generous purpoſe of the ſoul in cold, 
inactive expettation-:-* that if there is any requeſt to 
be made, compliance will obtain a favorable attention,” 


* 
1 


On vigilance and our union are ſucceſs and ſafety; 
Our negligenct and our dfoifion are diſtreſs and db. 
They are worſe----They are ſhame and ον,˙ Let us 

_ equally ſhun the benumbing. ſtillneſs of overceens 
Joth, and the feveriſh activity of that ill-informed 99 
which buſies itſelf in maintaining tile, mean, and nar- 
70 opinions. Let us, with a truly wiſe generofity and 
 tharity, baniſh and difcourage all iberal djflinBions, 
which may ariſe from differences in tuation, forms of 
e * * government, 


. 
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Taxes impoſed on us lament, do thus take it away -- 
17 ſole 


taxes. that attempts to lay ſu fach duties 


colonies, is an enemy to himſelf, and to his country, . 
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gevernment, or modes of religion... * us con ſider 


ourſelves : as MEN--*FREEMEN--- CHRISTIAN FREIEN 


| e from the raft of the world, and firmly * to- 


ether by the ſame. "rights, iter ent and ds Let 
Bor Ae er Wend inflexthly fixed on t 45 
onſeers re eh we 'muſtconTINUALLY. REGARD in or- 


der to preſervs tboſe ri ghts, to ohh oe . ey 


| to overt thoſe dangers.” * 


LIT dheſe truths be indelibl 3 on a * 8 
bat doe cannot he HAV, toltbeut being be 


ve cannot be free, withaut being ſectere in our 75 2 
e 


that ter cannot be ſecure in our Peppe 
our conſent, others 75 as by right, tate it au 


that duzzes laid for 


pirpoſe of rajfng mongy, are 
be inſtant- 
hy 6 tb doſed-—thar this 0 890 0 can never be 
effectual, it is the united effort of theſe provinces 
that ever Fas BENEVOLENCE of temper towards each other, 
and VNANIMITY,vf councils, are eſſential to the welfare 


of the whoſe---and laſtly, that for this reaſon, every 


man amongſt us, who in any manner would enco 
either diſſenflon, diffidence, or indifference, between 


tk 


Tur belief of cheſe traths, 1 verily. think, my 
contitryitien; is indiſpenſably neceſſary to your happi- 
nefs. I befeechyou, therefore, g * teach them diligent- 


| ly unto your children, and talk of ther, when po fit 
in your houſes, and when you walk ill op be t 
LA lie dowh,. and when you. ri 


War have. theſe Gage to aft, . Ms IS 


tinue free? Or what have they to dread, but infidious 

attempts to ſubvert their, freedom? Tbeir proſperity. 

does not depend on miniſterial n . out to par 
licular 


* 


$ Deuteron, » vi. 7.0 l 
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Achlur pröbinces. They form ne political body, of 
which zach colony is a member, Their bappineſs is found- 
ed on their conſtitution; and is to be 1 by pre- 


TR 
* 


© * 
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ſerving that conſtitution in unabated vigor, throughout 
every part. A ſport, a ſpeck of decay, however ſmall 
the limb on which it appears, and however remote it 
may ſeem from the vitals, ſhould be alarming: We of 
Have all the rights tequifite for our e The 44 
Egal authority of Grenl Britain may indeed lay hard re · | 
ſtrictions upon us; but, like the fpear of Tefephes, it 
will cure as well as wound. Her unkindneſs will in- 
ſtruct and compel us, after ſome time, to diſcover, in 
our nduftry and frugulity, ſurpriſing remedics---if our. 
rights continue unviolated: For as long as the products of 
our labor, and the rewards of our care, can properly be 
called aur own, ſo long it will be worth our while to be | 
imduſtrious and frugal. But if when we plow---ſow--- - 
reap---garher---and threſh---we find, that we plow---- 
 fow----reap---gather----and threſh for others, whoſe 
_ PLEASURE' isto be the SOLE LIMITATION, | 
bow much they ſhall take, and hot much they ſhall leave, '} 
_ way ſhould we repeat the unprofitable toil ? Hoz/es _— 
 ahd oxen are content with. that portion of the fruits of 
their work, which their owners aſſign them, in order to i 
keep them ſtrong enough to raiſe ſucceſlive crops ; but | 
even zbeſe beafts will not ſubmit to draw for their maſtets, . 
until they are ſubdurd by whips and goads. 


Lex us take care of our rights, and we therein take 
Gare of ou proſperity. * © SLAVERY IS EVER: 
PRECEDED BY SLEEP.” Individuals may de 
dependent on miniſters, if they pleaſe. STaTEs $HouLD. 1 | 
SCORN IT ;- and if you are not wanting to your/ehves," * 
you will have a proper regard paid you by the, to 
whom if you are not reſpectable, you will be contempri- 

le. But----if tos have already forgot the reaſons that urg. 


OM ** 


ed us, with unexampled unanimity, to exert ourſelves 
| % Monteſquies's Spirits of Laws, Book 14, Chap. 13. | | 


be dangerous to offend. 
2 99 „ OY SES: ILSS, þ 
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two years ago- if our zeal for the public good is worn 
out before the homeſpun cloaths, which it cauſed us tg, 
have made-:-if aur reſolutions are [0 faint, as by our pre- 
ſent conduct to condemn our own late ſucceſsful exam- 
ple---if ve are not affected by any reverence. for the 
memory of our anceſtors, who tranſmitted to us that 


freedom in which they had been bleſt---if we are not 
animated by any regard for poſterity, to whom, by the 


moſt ſacred obligations, we are bound to deliver down 
the invaluable inheritance---Taen, indeed, any mini- 
fter---or any tool of a miniſter or any creature of a too 
of a miniſter or any . lower I inſtrument of + admini. 
ftration, if lower there be, is a perſonage whom it may 
t faſtromenta regni.“ Tacitus's Ann. Book 12, & 66. 2 
+ If any perſon ſhall imagine that he diſcovers, in theſe letters, the 
leaſt diflike of the dependence of theſe colonies on Great-Britain, I beg: 
that ſuch perſon will not form any judgment on particular exprefſions, 


but will conſider the tenor of all the letters taken together. In that caſe 


I flatier myſelt, that every unprejudiced reader will be conviriced, that 
the true intereſts of Great- Britain are as dear to me, as they ought tobe 


to every good ſubject. | 


If Lam an Enthufiaft in any thing, it is in my zeal for the perpetual 
ependence of theſe colonies on their mother country,----A dependence 
ounded on mutual benefits, the continuance of which can be ſegured on- 


ly by mutual affefions. Therefore it is, that with extreme apprehen-' 


hon I view. the ſmalleſt ſeeds of diſcontent, which are un warily ſcattered” 
abroad. Fifty or Sixty years will make aſtoniſhing alterations in theſe 
colonies 3 and this conſideration ſhould render it the buſineſs of Great- 
Britain more and more to cultivate our good diſpoſitions towards her: 
ut the misfortune is, that thoſe great men, who are rower for po- 
er at home, think themſelves very-flightly intereſted in the proſperity 
of their country Fifty or Sixty years hence, but are deeply concerned in 


blowing up a popular'clamour for ſuppoſed immediate advantage. 


For my part, I regard Great Britgin as a Bulwark, happily fix 


between theſe colonies and the ponerful nations of Europe, Phat king- 


dom remaining ſafe, we, under its protection, enjoying peace, may 


- diffuſe the bleſſings ot religion, ſcience, and liberty, thro'. remote 


wilderneſſes. It is therefore mconteſtably our duty, and our zntereft, to 


* ſupport the ſtrength of Great Britain. When confiding in that ſtrength, 


ſhe begins to forget from whence it arote, it will be an eaſy thing 7 | 
ſhew the ſource.” She may readily be reminded of the loud alarm ſpread 

among her merchants and tradeſmen, by the univerſal aſſociation of 
theſe colonies, at the time of the Stamp Adt, not to import any of her 


- MANUFACTURES. 


# ” 2 . ; TEE Re 27 0 d "4 
In the year-1718, the Rufians and Sewedes epftered into an agreement, 


Hot to ſuffer Graat- Britain to export any NAYAL $TORES from their do- 
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: 14 8 Aube extremely ſorxy, if miſtakes 
= ONE in any thing 1 have { N Officers em- 
ployed by = 

Borda themſclves, entitled to legal obedience, 
and ſincere 72 Thele, it is a duty to render them; 


and theſe no good or prudent perſon. will withold. But: 
when theſe. officers, thro* raſhneſs or deſign; deſire to 


enlarge. their authority Ig; its due limits, and ex- 


pet im roper conceſſions.to. be made to them, from 


crown, are, While according to the laws 


regard for the employments they bear, their attempts 


ſhould be conſidered as, equal injuries to the crown and 


people, and ſhould be courageoully and conſtantly 
8 . To ſuffer our Ner- confounded by mn 
n 


ſuch occaſions, would certainly be an inexcuſable 7 


1 


ae and probably nee S | 
WI have reaſon do believe, \.thar ſeveral of bis Ma 


ieſty* s. preſent. miniſters are good men, and friends to. 


our country; and it ſeems not unlikely, that by a par- 
ticular concurrence of events, we have been treated a 
Title more ſeverely than they wiſhed we ſhould be.. 


wharis the difference to u, whether arbitrary acts take 
ir riſe from miniſters, or are permitted by them? 
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Great: Britain was diltreſled. - Pitch and \ uf roſe ro Three pounds a 

At length ſhe rho ogkt of getting theſe articles from the colonies; and 

the attempt ſucceeding, they fel] down to Fifteen billings.” In the year 
17866, Great-Britain,, was. threatened with an invaſion. An eaſterly 

wind blowing for fix weeks, ſhe could not MAN her fleet, and the whole 

nation was thrown into the utmoſt conſternation. The wind: changed. 


The American ſhips arrived. The fleets failed in ten or fifteen days.” 


There are ſome other reflections on this ſubject, worthy of the moſt 855 
berate attention of the Britiſh parliament ; but they are of fuch a na- 


ture, that I do not chule to mention them publicly. I thought it my”. 


duty, in the year 3765, while the Stamp. Ae was in ſuſpence, to write 
my ſentiments to a gentleman of great influence at home, who aſter- 


wards diſtinguimed himſelf, by e n our a in the debates 


concerning the, repeal of that act. 
\.* Ubi imperium ad i ig naros aut minus bonos pervenit ; v nownm illud 


Sail. Bell. Cat. 


T hey might not think it prudent to ſtem a torrent. But 


| A'S 3 & . ws indignos & non idoneos tra * ' 


\ 


in x Point tefpeRing che colonies, de ſo firong, that 


t 5 


neee de des A dad one? The mortality of 
miniſters, is a very frail tnertality. | A -- ---- — 4 8 
1 4 ee ee — may ſucceed a Cornway. | : 


WW Bod e Kind of miniſter lately ſpoken of i 

| ile Tus MintsTER of THE movsr of commons,”* 

The tert ſeems to have peculiar propriety when refer- 
red to theſe colonies, with & different meaning anmaed to 
it, from that in which it js taken there. the Api 
inter“ we may underſtand not only a /ervant of 
the trown, but a F influence among e | 


ko regard thettiſelies/ zs having 2 Hare in the ebe. 


reighty over us. The * miniſter or the houſe” 70 


miniſter of the crown in the houſe, if he is a diftin& 
perſon, may not chooſe, even where his ſentiments are 

favotable to us, to come to à pitched bartle upob dur 
account. Por who” 1 have the higheft opinion of the 


deſetence of the houſe for the King's miniſter, yet he 


may de fo good fiatured, as not to put it to che teſt, 
except it be for A me Azores profit SE 


| maſter or bimſelf. 


0 Whatever Kd Mats he is, that age | 


 infiovate's Jngle iota in the privileges of theſe colonies, 


him 1 hope you will. undauntedly oppoſe ;, and that you 
will never ſuffer yourſelves tobe either cheated or fright- 
ned into any umworthy obſe . — On ſuch emer. 


ies you may ſurely, wit reſumption, believe, 
that ALMIGHTY GOD himſelf wal took down 


upon your righteous conteſt with gracious approbation, 


You will be 2 * band of brothers,” cemenced by the 


deareſt ties,---and ſtrengthened with inconceivable ſup- 


phes of- force and conſtancy, by that ſympathetic ardor, 
which animates good men, confederared inagood cauſe, 
Your Honor and welfare will be, as they now are, moſt 
intimately concerned ; and belides---yai are” affiened by 
ae kya in the eite order of things, the 
SLY | | — 


7 
« 
w | 
f 


1 0 


| proteBors of unhorn ges Abel five e : 
virtus Whether {bg ſhall ariſe the genaus and endif 
| putableÞuirs of the nobleſt patrimonies, or the - daftardly 
| ay * — of e n 


To Aicha his ga duty ta „ 0 125 
KY. your po poſterity, you have nothing to do, but to call forth _ * 
into uſe. the good ſenſe and ſpirit of which you are poſſeſ- | © 
ſed. You have nothing to do, but to conduct your  -. 
affairs peaceady---prudently---firmh-- -jointly. By theſe, 
means you will ſupport the character of freemen, without | 
loſing that of faithful /ubje#s---a good character in any — 
government one of the beſt under a Britzfh govern- "+ 
 ment---You will prove, that Americans have that true 
magnanimity of foul, that can reſent injuries, without 
falling into rage; and that tho” your devotion to 
Great-Britain is the moſt affeQtionate, yet you can make 
PROPER DISTINCTIONS, and know what you owe 6 
yourſelves, as well ag to Ber- Tou will, at the fame time 
that you advance your intereſts, advance your reputalion 2] 
Tou will convince the world of the uftrce of your d. 
mands, and the purity of your antentions.-----While all © 
mankind muſt, with unceaſing applauſes, confeſs, tat 
you indeed DESERVE liberty, who ſo well underſtand | it, | 
ſo paſſionately love it, ſo Temper ately enjoy it, and ſo. 
wiſe, tly, bravely, and vir tuouſly n, maintain, and „ 


* 


i A TR 
we, 92 I 
. | 4 
79 1 * Yo | 
4 * * * 
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«Q 55 ego libertatem, que mihi a parente meo pes 
eſt, experiar : Verum id fruſtra an ob rem faciam, in 
veſtra manu fitum eſt, quirifes.” © © 

For my part, I am reſolved to contend for the li- 
berty delivered down to me by my anceſtors; 
but whether I ſhall do it effectually or not, de- 

pends on you, my countrymen. : ; 
Ho little ſoever one is able to- write, yet when 8 
the liberties of one's country are threarned, it is 

ſtill more — to be filent.” TY 


A FARMER. 
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